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To the Learner

Welcome fo Contemporary Chinese!

Contemporary Chinese is a textbook designed for students whose native language is
English. The ultimate goal of this book is to develop the student’s ability to comprehend
and communicate in the Chinese language. Specifically, it provides training in the skills
of listening, speaking, reading, and writing Chinese.

The whole series consists of four volumes. You may work through the whole series
or use only the volumes of your choice.

The following are to be used together with the Textbook:

¢ Exercise Book

# Character Book (only for Volumes One and Two)

4 Audio and video materials

® Teacher’s Book

This textbook:

% is concise, practical, authentic, and topical,

% is adaptable to the varied needs of different students,

* gives equal attention to listening, speaking, reading, and writing,
* guides your learning step by step.

After working through Volume Three, you should have a good command of 442
new words and expressions, and 15 new grammar items.
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P.W.
T.W.
LW.
Pron.

Attrib.
Comple.
Adv.
V.0.

Chinese Grammar Terms

noun
place word
time word
location word
pronoun
question word
verb

direction verb
optative verb
adjective
numeral
measure word
adverb
preposition
conjunction
particle
subject

object
attributive
complement

adverbial

verb plus object

mingci
chusudci
shijianei
fangweici

daici

yiweénci

dongci
quxiang dongei

néngyudn dongci

xingréngci
shuci
lilingci
fuct

jieci

lidnefl
zhuci
zhlyU
binyt
dingyu
by
zhudingyl
dongbinshi lihéci

FAL

4k By 18]
Bt Jé] 34)

7 AL 4]
.19

% 19 93]

# 14

#3 1a] 3 4]
& I8 339
H 749
#14)

¥ )

&) 4]
4~

8 4]

F &
£i5
&
#hi&
K&

2 5% X & 479

“Tﬂlﬁaﬂi Three /




Stylistic Rules and Layout

3, ] (N.) ditd map ik 318
dARE (N) chizl giché taxi 4% b A8 54, &

Both the complex and simplified forms of Chinese characters are
provided in the vocabulary and the text. Here, “3& 8 " and “ 1 #8%, %7 are
in simplified form, while* 3 # "and* i #2;%, % "are in complex form.

7 is the measure word for “3. . For example,” — 7K 3 B ."(When the
appropriate measure word is 4, it is not indicated.)

fhpt 19 HEiE ViR R Y HLikE Y
The number to the upper right of a word in the text indicates the
number of the word in the vocabulary list.

i A o) M T Fere HOAEDT

The number in the circle to the upper right of a word in the text is the
number of the note (in the “Notes” sections, appearing after each
dialogue/text) that refers to that sentence.

BIEGEBALZR AHMREFET
In the grammar sections, any example sentence that is printed with a
shaded background has been taken from the text.
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List of Characters

We have already met the following people in Book One and Book Two:

[ St i )

Bdi XiGohéng Ding Hanshéng Jiang Shan
(&der) (TR 4£) (i)

A 4%
!. | .'r,-l”'
| .

Jigke Zhang Lin Chén Jing
(R %) (3K ) (% #)
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We will meet a few new friends in Book Three:

Ma Ké (& # ), an American,
male, university student; studying
Chinese.

Lin Na (#& +%), a Chinese, female,
student of a Canadian university; a
friend of Qian Pingping.

Qian Pingping (4%-F ¥ ), a Chinese, female, university
graduate; looking for a job, while planning to study
abroad in Canada; a friend of Lin Na.
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Lesson One

Hoéngyé

¢y

w1

Red Autumn Leaves

Ciyd Words and Phrases

3

\k‘
e s

B &

(N.)

(Adj.)
(V.)
V)
(N.)
V)

(Adv.)

(N.)
(Adj.)

héngyé

zhuming
dang

dangzud
shaqgian

nong

daochu

guoqgi

mei

red autumn leaves

(e.g. maple leaves) (| #4r%F

well-known

to work as,use as .
to treat as, regard as T
bookmark %’?’5‘

to do,manage,get sb.or sth.

into a specific condition
everywhere B R
national flag B 75

pretty, beautiful

A One



9. MR

10. 2

Wt Z E
11. % 4E
12. — 3
13. A

14. Mk
15. % —

(Adv.) ndangudi no wonder Fix
(Pt.) zht (a classical Chinese particle,
often used as a possessive)
féngye zhi gud a country of maple leaves A& ¥ < B

(N.,, V.)  xiangzhéng symbol; to symbolize B

(Adv.) yigong altogether, in total
(N.) jido corner, angle, point

* * * * *
(Adv.) congldi always, all along R
(Adj) welyi the only, sole
V) péng to hold or carry in both hands
V.) zhai to pick, pluck, take off
'8 xi‘émg to resemble, be like, look as if
N.) Xin heart
V) shou to accept, receive
(V., Adj.) gtinddong to be moved; touched )
W) lia to flow, shed (tears)
(N.) yanlei tears ‘ 873

(N, V)  xidohua joke; to laugh at, ridicule %%
(Adj.) Xidoq stingy -4




264 R 13

27.7%
28. % H
29.% ik
30. &%
31

32.5%0

33. &%
34. 2 14

V)
(N.)
(V)
(Adj.)
(V.,N)
(M.W.)

V.)
(Adv.)

sh&-bu-de

-

hua
aiging
bidodd
zhongyao
ai

ké

Qixi

shéngpad

1. &\

Xiangshan

to be grudge, be reluctant to

HTRF
to spend
love, affection "’E"T%

to express, convey, voice #& i

important

(to)love k =
(a measure word for small
and/or round things) 3]
to cherish, treasure i

for fear that, lest

Mt . Xiang , a mountain in the
suburb of Beijing, famous for

the red autumn foliage of its trees.
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