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The American Way. Marriage

“I do.” To Ameticans those two words carry great meaning. They can
even change your life. Especially if you say them at your own wedding.
Making wedding vows (¥ %) is like signing a contract. Now Americans
don’t really think marriage is a business deal. But marriage is serious
business. ‘

It all begins with éxigagement. Traditionally, a young man asks the
father of his sweetheart for permission to marry her. If the father agrees,
the man later proposes to her. Often he tries to surprise her by “popping the
question” in a romantic way. Sometimes the couple just decides together that
the time is right to get married. The man usually gives his fiancée a diamond
ring as a symbol of their engagement. They may be engaged for weeks,
months or even years. As the big day approaches, bridal showers and
bachelor’s parties provide many useful gifts. Today many couples also receive
counseling during engagement. This prepares them for the challenges of
married life.

At last it’s time for the wedding. Although most weddings follow long-
held traditions, there’s still room for American individualism. For example,
the usual place for a wedding is in a church. But some people get married
outdoors in a scenic spot. A few even have the ceremony while sky-diving or

riding on horseback! The couple may invite hundreds of people or just a few



close friends. They choose their own style of colors, decorations and music
during the ceremony. But some things rarely change. The bride usually wears
a beautiful, long white wedding dress. She traditionally wears “something
old, something new, something borrowed and something blue”. The groom
wears a formal suit or tuxedo (GCEMALAR) . Several close friends participate
in the ceremony as attendants, including the best man and the maid of honor.

As the ceremony begins, the groom and his attendants stand with the
minister, facing the audience. Music signals the entrance of the bride’s
attendants, followed by the beautiful bride. Nervously, the young couple
repeats their vows. Traditionally, they promise to love each other “for
better, for worse, for richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health”. But
sometimes the couple has composed their own vows. They give each other a
gold ring to symbolize theif marriage commitment. Finally the minister
announces the big moment: “I now pronounce you man and wife. You may
kiss your bride!”

At the wedding reception, the bride and groom greet their guests. Then
they cut the wédding cake and feed each other a bite. Guests mingle (JB&)
while enjoying cake, punch and other treats. Later the bride throws her
bouquet (FEH) of flowers to a group of single girls. Tradition says that the
one who catches the bouquet will be the next to marry. During the reception,
playful friends “decorate” the couple’s car with tissue paper, tin cans and a
“Just Married” sign. When the reception is over, the newlyweds run to their
“decorated” car and speed off. Many couples take a honeymoon, a one-to-
two-week vacation trip, to celebrate their new marriage.

Almost every culture has rituals to signal a change in one’s life. Marriage
is one of the most basic life changes for people of all cultures. So it’s no
surprise to find many traditions about getting married... even in America.

Yet each couple follows the traditions in a way that is uniquely their own.




Language Points

1. engage v.
D N, FITF
Politicians should not engage in business affairs that might affect their
political judgment.
BUA AR %S 5 ARLET] RE LY Wi HBOA HIT R 5
2) iTiE
Jack and Anne are engaged.
INFEALZIRITIET .
* engagement n. it 5, IFY
Their engagement was announced in the papers.
N TITIR B BB T .
2. permit v. 7iF, 1FA]
I’ll come after the meeting if time permits.
IR EIVF AT B3, RIFESBEK.
You are not permitted to smoke here.
IR AV AR
* permission n. [{&E, 0, A
I resent having to get his permission for everything I do.
TR g A BB B AT,
3. propose v.
D g2 #H
I wish to propose a toast to our friendship.
BIRVCABRMNMEIHETHE,
He proposed that a change should be made.
MR — 2B
2) R




Did he propose to you?
I ARK IS T g7

4, romantic adj. JBIEHK)

She has romantic notions about becoming a famous actress.
O B FERR LR, BAREA RN ERER.
It is said that Frenchmen are among the most romantic people in the
world.
FEREEARHA ERBEBHREEZ —.
. symbol n. F¥5, I3, RIE
The chemical symbol for copper is “Cu”.
H b2 FF 52 Cu,
The dove is the symbol of peace.
T RAFHRIE.
* symbolize v. R1E, Fid5EKH
The poet has symbolized his lover with a flower.

AFF NSRBI RN .

. bachelor ».

D BHEN
You have the alternative of marrying or remaining a bachelor.
PRA] LG St T AT B L, AR

2) %+t
I have a bachelor degree.

RAFLHE,

. individual

adj. NAIEY
A teacher can’t give individual attention to each pupil if his class is large.

IR L AR, BIBHARE TR T .

She has her own individual way of walking.
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10.

11.

WA B ORI E B
n. A MK
She is acting as a private individual in this matter.
HTE XA R BRI AR
* individualism n. ™A F X
Their individualism finds expression in pleasure-seeking.

ATTEI A A ORI AR A

. ceremony n. Bfl, 1Y, %Y

They hold a mystic religious ceremony.
Bl 1284T T — MR R B
The queen was crowned with proper ceremony.
T ELMEGEAT T InBAL,
decorate v. i, &
We decorated the house for Christmas.
TIP3 B Ak BT
We often decorate doors and windows with paper cuts.
FATVAH FIBY AR T .
x decoration n. %1, 25
She put some decorations on the Christmas tree.
7R SEUER bR T — LR
participate v. &/, /3%
I don’t want to participate in the English party.
HAESMEER S .
Everyone in the class is expected to participate in the discussion.
AELMFESMIE.
attend v.
D &
I shall be attending the meeting.



12.

13.

xSl
Danger attended everything he did.
LT 5 — I E A R .
2) HR
He was so ill that two nurses attended on him..

iR AREE E , A P4 BB
They attended our affairs during our absence.
HATATERS , TSR B IF RAT IS

% attendant n. R&E 5

If you need anything, just ring for the attendant.

IREEH 4, PR MRS 5.

The president gave the Prince and his dttendants a farewell banquet.

MENE TR 21T T EAES.
compose v. i, SE, /Ef
He was composing at the piano at the age qf seven.
7 B it SR .
Water is composed of hydrogen and oxygen.
K EREH
commit v.
D JLERE) ; T RES
The poet attempted to commit suicide in his study.
A FEASE M5 B R,
I committed an error in handling the business.
R — I FIL T —MEIR.
2) AR 5 fEARARIIE
He would not commit himself in any way.
R B AR AR
She committed herself to philanthropy.

A - .




14.

i
W

16.

g OCAFEERI.
* commitment n. &Ri%&; =8k
His political commitment is only skin-deep.
fhBOE L &E R RE CE,
reception n. HF, AL, Wl
A reception was held in honor of the new director.
BT SR YGH T E4E .
The book met with a favorable reception.

B ZEET,

. tissue n.

1) (F MM 4

Human tissue is made up of cells.

AR B2 SR by 40 AR B

The tissues have been destroyed and a scar has formed.
ARLEH L2 BRI, T R —E BN

2) W4, AR4E
She gave us a box of tissues.
B A FAT— &L
The Christmas presents were wrapped (up) in tissue paper.
EREALYE A REERT .

ritual n. {430, AL

Today that ritual is just a fond memory.

SR AU EBRARGFHIEMZT .

Wives make a ritual of their household duties.

FEE E AR RIS — A EHBRFFRS .




