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Cultures and Arts of Ancient Kingdom Jin—— autographed by Niu Wen,
the former president of Artists’ Association of Chongqging City
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Zhang Xuguang

The Diagram Collection of the Shadow Figures Play in Xiaoyi, China is the follow—up
version of Shadow Figures Play in Xiaoyi, China. The publication of the two books can
comprehensively reflect the historical overview of Xiaoyi shadow figures play from the
perspective of art design, and it is also the reflection of the old history.

Chinese shadow figures play is a miraculous art, which incorporates with the literature,
sculptures, music, preformance techniques and other sound and light effects. The play is
rooted in the extensive and profound traditional Chinese culture, and it is the root of the Chinese
folk art. The old history reflects the traditional Chinese values,and inherits the spirit of humanity
and the pulse of thoughts. It also has profound cultural essence, unique form of expression,
marvellous romance and unswerving, unyielding and vibrating spirits. The play has been widely
enjoyed by the mass for thousands of years and thus influences imperceptibly on people’ s
aesthetics, morals, patriotism and collectivism, cultivates the enthusiasm towards traditional
Chinese folk art and culture and even stimulates the pride and creativity of our people.

The shadow figures play has been widely acknowledged by more and more experts
from both China and foreign countries as an art of the screen and the forefather of the movie
and television. Fortunately the shadow figures play has been listed in the first batch projects
of the national intangible cultural heritage and therefore it becomes the distinctive symbol of
Xiaoyi. Nowadays in the craze of the protection of the intangible cultural heritage, how can we
protect, develop and rejuvenate our traditional folk art such as the shadow figures play? It is
quite important for us to follow a right way and hold a correct opinion in order to reach the
ultimate success. But where is the road we can follow to develop Xiaoyi shadow figures play?

The most effective method of protecting shadow figures play is creativity and development.
Inheriting in a vertical way and learning in a horizontal way are the best approach for the
survival and development of the shadow figures play. The way for the revitalization of the
shadow figures play depends on the government’ s support on favorable policy and
establishment of the platform for equal competition. Respecting the talents and the laws in the
art can safeguard the healthy development of the shadow figures play. Market is the criteria to
test the result in the rescue, protection, creation and development of the shadow figures play.

It is expected to achieve ultimate success of the revitalization of the folk art if only the
approaches mentioned above can be observed completely. All the participants, practitioners
and leaders should take it into serious consideration and put it into practice. Therefore they
can contribute themselves to the revitalization of the traditional Chinese folk art and the protection




of the intangible cultural heritage.

The member of the CPPCC Mr. Hou Pilie spent nearly thirty years to compile the two
books and left a precious cultural heritage for Xiaoyi people. | am quite pleased to hear the
book Shadow Figures Play in Xiaoyi, China has obtained the original publishing project in
“the first session of ‘The Three one —hundred * ceremony” held by the National General
Administration Press and Publication and hereby | would like to send my sincere congratulations
and gratitude.

Culture has been a more and more important source for our people’ s cohesion and
creativity as well as the key element in the competition of the comprehensive national strength.
In addition, enriching people’ s spiritual and cultural activities has become the vehement
expectation of the great mass.

We firmly believe the protection and revitalization of the folk art will undoubtedly play an
important role in strengthening the radiation power and influence of Chinese culture in both
domestic and international cultural exchanges.

Although the shadow figures play may encounter challenges, it is still full of opportunities
and has a promising future.

(By Zhang Xuguang, President of the CPPCC of
Xiaoyi City, Shanxi Province)
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