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Preface

The history of Soochow University today can be traced back to the establishment of the for-
mer Soochow University (1900—1952), one of the earliest universities in the country over a
hundred years ago.

Amazingly, the first modern western university in China wasn’t born into the coastal me-
tropolis like Shanghai which had been westernized much earlier, but coincidentally in the
ancient city of Suzhou which enjoyed great cultural profundity and historical tradition. This a-
mazing coincidence certainly inspired people to reflect its inevitability. It was Suzhou’s tradi-
tional homage to culture and education that nurtured an open field to a mission university from
the West. It was also its developed Imperial Civil Service culture that enabled a group of
Suzhou elite scholars to determinedly turn to Western learning for the survival and revival of the
nation after the humiliating Sino-Japanese war in 1894. Furthermore, it was the non-coastal
metropolis location that made Suzhou less commercialized during the social transformational pe-
riod and favored, with its rich cultural attainments, by education pioneers. All these helped to
create rare opportunities for an institution of higher learning and its maturity.

The centennial history of Soochow University has witnessed mergence of well-known insti-
tutions, assembly of the virtuous, and prosperity of attainments, and continuation flows of his-
torical development. During the national reformation of colleges in 1952, Southern Jiangsu
Teachers’ College, very soon as Jiangsu Teachers’ College was formed on the mergence of the
School of Liberal Arts and Science of the former Soochow University, Southern Jiangsu College
of Culture and Education and the Department of Science of Jiangnan University. Soochow Uni-
versity was renamed in 1982, and in 1995, 1997 and 2000 respectively, Suzhou College of
Sericulture, Suzhou Institute of Silk Textile Technology and Suzhou Medical College were mer-
ged into Soochow University. With great changes, Soochow University in the 21st century is re-
newing itself with each passing day for the peak of its historical glory and bright future.

The book series are opening a demonstrative display of the centennial history of Soochow
University. It is sincerely hoped that the accumulation of culture, to which historical memories

and comments attached will provide readers a beneficial review of the university.

Wang Zhuo-jun Zhu Xiu-lin
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