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he launch was seven meters long, and there were nineteen men in
it. Captain Bligh sat at the back of the launch, and looked at his

men. The sides of the launch were only thirty centimeters above the sea.
“Mr. Hall, look at our food, please.” Bligh said.
“Yes, sir.”

After some minutes, Mr. Hall, a young officer, said, “Sir, we have

150 kilos of bread, two kilos of meat, six bottles of rum, and 126 liters of

water.”
“Is that all?” Bligh asked.
“We have a small sail and some coats, sir,” Hall said. “That’s all.”

Bligh was afraid, but he didn’t want

them to see that. The men were quiet, =

launch [lo:nt[, la:ntf] n. %4

they didn’t look angry.
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Next day they landed at Tafua. They found breadfruit, bananas, and
coconuts, but no water. A lot of islanders came down to the sea. “Where

is your ship?” they asked.

“It sank,” Bligh said. “All our friends are dead. We need food and

water.”

The islanders laughed. It was not a friendly laugh. They talked qui-
etly. More men came — soon there were nearly a hundred. They began

to pick up stones.

“Get back into the boat!” Bligh said. “Quickly, now.” But the is-

landers killed one man with stones.

“We can’t land on any islands, then,” Bligh said. “Not without a big
ship, and guns.” He looked at his men. They were quiet, and afraid. “We
must be very careful with our food,” he said. “Every man can have a
small piece of bread and coconut today, and a cup of water. That’s all.
When it’s cold we can have some rum. But don’t worry. Remember, I'm

your captain. Listen to me, and we can stay alive.”
“Yes, sir.”

Next morning the wind got stronger and stronger, and the launch
went up and down over big green waves. Everyone was wet, and white

water came into the launch. At midday they ate five small coconuts and



&g
R
‘[5:.
¥ 4

drank some rum, and they ate some wet breadfruit in the evening. The

wind and waves were strong all night, so no one could sleep.

Next day, the bread was wet, but they didn’t throw it away. In the
afternoon it rained, and they caught the water in cups and coconuts. But
it rained all night, so everyone was cold and wet. The launch was small,

so they could not all sleep. Most men sat up all night.

There were storms for the next two weeks. Sometimes they saw the
sun for an hour, but every day it rained. Big green waves threw white wa-
ter into the launch. They were always wet, tired, and hungry. Three
times they saw islands, but they didn’t go near them. They ate bad bread
and old meat, but they had lots of rain water to drink. When they were
very wet, Bligh gave his men some rum. No one could sleep for more

than one or two hours.

“We’re going about one hundred and sixty kilometers every day,” he

oo
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told his men. “But we can’t always sail west, because of the wind. So,

I’'m sorry, but today we can only have forty grams of bread.”
“Bad bread, too,” said one man, Purcell.
“Yes, but it keeps us alive,” Bligh answered angrily.

That evening, they caught a big bird, and ate it. Next day they

caught one more. Everyone was happy.
“Why are all these birds here?” a boy named Robert asked.
Bligh smiled. “Because we are near land,” he said.

On 28" May, at midnight, they saw white water in front of them.
That was the Barrier Reef. They sailed slowly near the white angry water.
Then, after four hours, they found a way through. Behind the Barrier Reef,

the sea was blue and quiet. They sailed quietly to a small island.

They could sleep on the island, and walk about. They began to look
stronger. But they were two thousand kilometers from Timor, so they

could not stay long. After six days they went to sea again — west, to-

wards Timor.

And then, on 11% June, Bligh said, “You cannot see it, but south of

us, there’s a big island called Timor.”
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[hey laughed and liled and sang. Next day, they saw the island
— green trees and hills. Two days later, they came to a town called
Caupang. There were some Dutch sailors by the sea. Bligh and his men

walked up to them.

“Who are you?” a Dutch officer asked. “You look hungry, and ill.

Where are you from?”

“I'm Captain William Bligh, of the English ship HMS Bounty. These

men are English sailors. We left Tafua forty-one days ago.”
“Tafua?” the Dutch officer asked. “Where is that?”

“It is a small island, about seven thousand kilometers away. We

came in that small launch.”

“My God! Forty-one days — in that!” The Dutchman looked at the
launch, and for a minute he said nothing. Then he asked, “Did many of

you die?”

Bligh smiled. “Oh, no. Only one, and the islanders on Tafua killed
him. Seventeen men left Tafua with me, and seventeen men are here

now. Alive.”

12
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xercise

1) Why didn’t Bligh want others to see that he was afraid when hearing that
there were not enough supplies left?

2) What kind of persons do you think the islanders of Tafua were?

3) What was the weather like in the following days?

4) Why were they so glad to catch some birds?

5) When they landed at Tafua, they found food as well as water there.

6) In the next two weeks they continued to sail, with no islands coming in
sight.

7) They caught two birds altogether.

8) When they finally arrived at a town called Caupang, they saw a few Dutch

sailors come up to them.

Ouccess grows out of st 1'1(/(]/('} to ovetcome (/z'/{/lcu/li('s.
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