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=2 It is such an honor and pleasure for me to be back at Yale, especially on the
0 . ,
R occasion of the 300th gnniversa ry “. I have had so many memories of my time

here, and as Nick was speaking I thought about how I ended up at Yale Law School. And

uwential Vlale Speeches

SHE |

it tells a little bit about how much progress we’ve made.

What I think most about when I think of Yale is not just the politically charged

S

atmosphere and not even just the superb legal education that I received. It was at Yale
that I began work that has been at the core of what I have cared about ever since. I
began working with New Haven legal services representing children. And I studied
child development, abuse and neglect at the Yale New Haven Hospital and the Child
Study Center. I was lucky enough to receive a civil rights internship with Marian Wright
Edelman at the Children’s Defense Fund, where I went to work after I graduated. Those

experiences fueled in me a passion to work for the benefit of children, particularly the

mostvulnerable® .

Now, looking back, there is no way that I could have predicted what path my life
would have taken. I didn’t sit around the law school, saying, well, you know, I think
I’ll graduate and then I’ll go to work at the Children’s Defense Fund, and then the
impeachment’ inquiry, and when Nixon retired or resigns, I’ll go to Arkansas. I didn’t

think like that. I was taking each day at a time.

4
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But, I’ve been very fortunate because I've always had an idea in my mind about
what I thought was important and what gave my life meaning and purpose. A set of
values and beliefs that have helped me navigate the shoals , the sometimes very
treacherous” sea, to illuminate my own true desires, despite that others say about what
I should care about and believe in. A passion to succeed at what I thought was important
and children have always provided that lone star, that guiding light. Because I have that
absolute conviction that every child, especially in this, the most blessed of nations that
has ever existed on the face of the earth, that every child deserves the opportunity to live

up to his or her God-given potential.

)
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But you know that belief and conviction—it may make for a personal mission
statement, but standing alone, not translated into action, it means very little to anyone

else, particularly to those for whom you have those concerns.

SH | S8X
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When I was thinking about running for the United States Senate—which was such

D

g an enormous  decision to make, one I never could have dreamed that I would have
OF
§ \g been making when I was here on this campus—I visited a school in New York City and I

G

met a young woman, who was a star athlete.

I was there because of Billy Jean King promoting an HBO special about women
in sports called “Dare to Compete.” It was about Title IX and how we finally, thanks to

government action, provided opportunities to girls and women in sports.

And although I played not very well at intramural’ sports, I have always been a
strong supporter of women in sports. And I was introduced by this young woman, and
as I went to shake her hand she obviously had been reading the newspapers about people
saying I should or shouldn’t run for the Senate. And I was congratulating her on the
speech she had just made and she held onto my hand and she said, “Dare to compete,

Mrs. Clinton. Dare to compete.”

I took that to heart because it is hard to compete sometimes, especially in public

ways, when your failures are there for everyone to see and you don’t know what is going



