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Foreword

For the purpose of military use and scientific research Nuclear
test under predetermined conditions is a necessary and un-substitut-
able measure for the research and development of nuclear weapons.
During the period of 1945—1998, 2057 nuclear tests were carried out
by 8 countries all over the world with different goals, bomb types and
yields. Among them, 528 atmospheric nuclear tests were implemented
from 1945 to 1980, and had released explosive energy equivalent to
428 million tons of TNT, accounting for 84% of the total nuclear ex-
plosive energy yielded from all tests.

The environmental radioactive contaminations by the atmospheric
nuclear tests and its effects on human health were extensively con-
cerned by international communities including in China since the at-
mospheric nuclear tests were stopped in the whole world in 1980. The
United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radia-
tion (UNSCEAR) has all along been paying attention to collecting and
analyzing information in this field, There was special discussion on
the consequence of nuclear test explosions in each of its seven reports
published from 1962 to 2000. An international collaboration project,
titled “the RADiation from nuclear TEST explosion” or RADTEST,
was launched by the Scientific Committee On Problems of the Environ-
ment (SCOPE) under the International Council for Science (ICSU)
at the end of last century,and the volumes of SCOPE 59: Nuclear Test
Explosions—Environmental and Human Impacts, the achievement of
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RADTEST project, was published in 1999.

The issues of environmental radicactive contamination and human
health impacted by the atmospheric nuclear tests were systematically
expatiated in this monograph, in which the progress of this field in-
China and abroad was reviewed and the practical needs of China were
also considered. This monograph is composed of 8 chapters and 2 ap-
pendices,, It is a valuable reference book for the management officers
and the professionals of radiation protection and students and postgrad-
uates of correlated specialties in universities and institutes.

Chapter 1 “Synthesis” introduces the purpose and significance of
nuclear weapon test, the conditions for selecting nuclear test site (in-
cluding the requirements for natural environmental scene and the ex-
tent of local impacts, etc) , the major features of the nuclear teat sites
of the USA, the USSR, the United Kingdom, French, China, Ind-
an, Pakistan and South Africa, and the number and explosive equiva-
lent of the nuclear tests from 1945 to 1998 was also presented, This
background information is expected to facilitate readers to understand
comprehensively, In this chapter, an outline of UNSCEAR organiza-
tion, the major points of view on this issue stated in its catena reports,
the activities of RADTEST / SCOPE Project, and the major points of
SCOPE 59 report were also introduced in this chapter.

Chapter 2 ; “ Dispersion and deposition of debris from atmospheric
nuclear weapon tests”. The transport process and deposit on the
ground surface of the yielded fallout were discussed. The contamina-
tion levels of local fallout patterns on the nuclear test site of USA, the
USSR, UK, French;and the deposition, accumulative deposition den-
sity and population weighted accumulative deposition density year by
year in globe-wide were presented. The accumulative deposition den-
sity of radioactive nuclides (including *Sr, *’Cs and other nuclides)
from global deposition in China was discussed as a key content. All
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these information are basic data underlying the analyses of impacts of
nuclear explosion on environment and human l}ealth.

Chapter 3: “Exposure to the public from the atmospheric nuclear
weapon tests”. In respect of the importance of radiation dose for eval-
uating health impact, the public radiation doses in different areas from
global deposition and the models and parameters for dose calculation
were presented in this chapter; in which the downward areas of Ne-
vada nuclear test site in USA, Gansu and Xinjiang areas in China
were as examples discussed; the resident radiation doses around the
nuclear test sites during normal conditions, the accident irradiation
doses of inhabitant afier the unexpected situation and the dose recon-
struction method for the public were also discussed. Finally, dose lev-
els of the participants of nuclear tests either in normal operation or ab-
normal circumstances and the corresponding estimation method were
also discussed.

Chapter 4 ; “The human health impact of radiation”. This chapter
provides the basic knowledge of human health effects induced by the i-
onizing radiation (or radiation for short) to the readers. These effects
were classified into five types : (Dthe damages of tissues or organs
(for example, hematopoietic tissue, gastrointestinal tact, immunity
system, sex organs, embryo and fetus, et al. ) ; @non-cancer effects
or diseases(for example, skin damage, radiation cataract, obstacle of
fertility function, immune dysfunction, and retardation’ and malforma- V
tion of development and growth, et al. ) ; ®the cancer risk, which is
involved in blood system, breast, thyroid, digestion system, inhala-
tion system, urological system and nervous system, et al. ; @risk of
heritable diseases, the genetic data from the animal, human and cell
studies quoted; finally, (5)psycho-social effects, the materials of men-
tal handicap and psychosomatic disorder, the impact on psychological
health caused by the disaster and the test method for psychological
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effect were introduced. All of the information proved above is aimed to
declare that the radiation is a harmful factor to health , bui the some
damage could be detected only under the condition that the dose
reached to some level, it is particular important for elimination of neg-
ative psycho-social effects caused by the radiation.

Chapter 5: “Health effects on human exposed radiation from at-
mospheric nuclear tests”. Based on reading the ground work of Chapter
4, the purpose of Chapter 5 is to provide detail knowledge for further
comprehending the consequence and the precondition of these example
cases occurred in the world. The content includes the medical studies
of participants ( general workers, overexposure persons and accident ex-
posure persons) and the epidemiological investigation of population
(including the public persons irradiated by emergency exposure) in the
local areas and downward areas. The radiation risk by the critical nu-
clides released by the atmosphere nuclear test was also evaluated.

Chapter 6 “Diagnosis of injury caused by nuclear radiation and
compensation for body injury”. It is possible to diagnose or judge the
nuclear radiation injuries based on the cause-effect relationship ac-
cording to the current scientific knowledge levels, either for tissue or
organ damages and non-cancer diseases with dose threshold, or for the
cancer risk without threshold. In this chapter, the State occupational
hygienic standard system which is used to diagnose occupational radia-
tion diseases and to judge radiation cancer was introduced in detail,
followed by the compensation system for occupational radiation inju-
ries, including the flowchart for identifying work ability, certification
of work-related injuries and insurance of work-related injuries. It
would be convenient for the clients to defend their profit deserved
based on the legal procedures, and also for the managers to deal with
the affairs related to compensation of damage. The current situation
and several example cases of the international law and domestic law
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