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Foreword

Chendai, located in the south of Quanzhou
city, is a town inhabited by the Hui nationality.
Seven hundred years ago, Ding Shuode, a Muslim
Arabian descent, immigrated here and hewed out
a stage for his off — springs, who, from generation
to generation, settled down on this lot, toiled and
sweated, and in the long run, developed into a
big family of “rich cultures and abundant talents”
with thousands of clansmen. The history of the
Ding Family in Chendai reveals the enormous vi-
tality of the Hui nationality, and sets up a typical
model for the integration of immigrants into the
native culture. All this is of significant importance
to the research on the histories of ancient “Mari-
time Silk Route” and of the development of the
great Chinese people.

A clan hall is a carrier of the ancient clan
system of the Han nationality. In the late 14th
century and the early 15th century, the Ding
Family in Chendai, who believed in Islam, began
to adopt this kind of building structures to offer
sacrifice to their ancestors. From this, we can see
that the Ding Family in Chendai are strongly keen
to strengthen and keep a clan community while
they are greatly influenced by the Han culture.
For nearly six centuries from its very founding,
the “Clan Hall of the Ding Family in Chendai”
has been well preserved, through ebbs and flows,
under care of the whole clans. In 1991, it was
honored as the important “historic reservation” at
the provincial level. In 2002, the clan hall got its
all — round renovation, featured as “ traditional
framework but brand - new look”. It has become
a landmark symbolizing the cohesion of the Ding
Family in Chendai. To be more worthy, the “Mu-
seum of the Hui Nationality in Chendai” has been
set up inside the clan hall since 1980%. This in-
novation adds up to the social function of the clan

hall, and therefore acquires a good reputation a-
mong all circles of the society. It has been ranked
as “Jinjiang Base of Patriotism Education”.

Prof. Zhuang Jinghui, an anthropologist, has
been engaged in the research on the history of the
Hui nationality in Chendai for a long time, and
has made rich achievements. ' He has redacted The
Pedigree of the Ding Family in Chendai, which
has been highly appreciated by the academic cir-
cle at home and abroad. Nowadays, under the
support of the Affairs Committee of the Hui Na-
tionality in Chendai town, he has composed The
Clan Hall of the Ding Family in Chendai, which
presents an omnifaceted and systematic discourse
on the hall of historic value. Since 1980%, so as
to carry out the fieldwork on historical relics of
“ Maritime Silk Route ”, I have been to
Quanzhou, famous for its culture and history, for
several times, during which I also paid visits to
and showed admiration for the Clan Hall of the
Ding Family, and thus got enlightened. After
reading through The Clan Hall of the Ding Family
in Chendai by Prof. Zhuang, I have attained a
further understanding of the related historical
facts.

I hold that the release of this book is certain
to receive the welcome from all circles of the
world, and to further improve the reputation of the
Clan Hall of the Ding Family. Meanwhile, we
shall give our wholehearted wishes to the “Clan
Hall of the Ding Family in Chendai” and the
“Museum of the Hui Nationality in Chendai” , for
their update, together with their greater role in the
building of socialistic spiritual civilization.

CHEN GAO -HUA
May 1 (Labor Day), 2003, Beijing
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