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U“it 1 English Studies and Tests

< What You Should Learn to Do < What You Should Know

1.
2.

Talking about English studies and tests AbOUt
Giving advice on overcoming the problems 1. Major differences between American
in English studies and tests English and British English

. Making future plans for English studies and 2. Why there are differences between
tests American English and British English

Inquiring about the registration for a specific
test

. Filling out test registration forms
. Describing organizations

| | Talking Face to Face

Speak More by Yourself

ih)

i

When you enter for the TOEFL or BEC test, you need to fill out an application form. After the
test, you'll receive a score report. Read the following test report form and practice the two dia-
logues that follow.

s
Test Report
STATEMENT OF RESULTS
ENGLISH AS A FOREIGN LANGUAGE Session
Business English Certificate Vantage March
2008




Reference No. Candidate Name
023AU0024001 CHEN LIWU
To be quoted on
Correspondence Place of Entry
SYDNEY
Qualification Grade Result
BUSINESS ENGLISH CERTIFICATE VANTAGE B PASS
Candidate Profile

=" Notes

BEC: Business English Certificate (B%&ZIB1E$). The Business English Certificate is
a set of three examinations (BEC Preliminary, BEC Vantage, BEC Higher) designed to
assess English language ability used in the context of business.

1 Read aloud the following dialogues based on the sample provided above. You could practice role-

play with your partner, using your own personal information.

Dialogue 1

Michael: Hi, Li Hong, how was your BEC exam?

Li Hong: Not good, I'm afraid. I'm worried about the listening part.

Michael: What’s the problem?

Li Hong: 1 found both the speakers spoke too fast. Besides, I'm not quite used to
their British accent.

Michael: Do you often listen to BBC then?

Li Hong: Well, I often listen to VOA but seldom
listen to BBC. 8

Michael: Aha, that’s why you are not accustomed to %

KE #2E)
XBzE

British English. You should often listen to &
BBC as well and get familiar with the British |
accent.
Li Hong: Do you know the timetable of BBC?
Michael: Yes, I'll give it to you this evening.
Li Hong: Oh, thanks a lot, Michael.
Michael: You are welcome.
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Dialogue 2

Li: Professor Wang, I’ve been having difficulties in doing listening
comprehension in the English tests. Could you give me some tips, please?

Wang: Yes. First you need to concentrate. Second, if you don’t understand

individual items, just ignore them and never let them bother you to go on
with your test.

Li: I’'m just scared of the longer passages. I can’t remember what is said.

Wang: When you listen to a longer passage, you should take a few short notes on

the most important information of who, when, where, what and why.

Li: I have tried to write something down while listening. However, taking
notes won’t work for me because I’'m slow
in taking notes.

Wang: You don’t have to write whole sentences but Fif (et 6O JORgat e
only a few key words. Or you can simply sages. | can'tremember what s said.
take mental notes and try to remember the
main idea and the most important facts.

Li: It sounds so easy for you.

Wang: Yes, it is easier said than done. You need a lot
of practice. Remember the saying “Practice
makes perfect.”

Li:  Thanks so much for your advice. I’ll try.

2 Here is a group of short dialogues. Please act them out with your partner.

How did you do on your Enghs
Well, I doubt if I can pass it. H
I’m afraid not. I made several
was rather poor. .

I will.

Encourage someone to get pr




Practical English

3) A: Excuse me, Prof. Li. May I ask you a questxon about the Enghsh composmon yoa wam us

to wnte‘?

B: Yes, of course. Please go ahead

A: 1 didn't quite follow you when you were talkmg about the reqmrements for it. Couid you
explain them to me again?

B: Sure. You are expected to write a composition about the ha.rm smokmg does to the health
The composition should not exceed 150 words in length, and the due da;te is Wednesday
next week.

fy A: Thank you very much.
Task: Askkquestions about writing an essay.

I dldn t quite catch what type of test Prof. Li was going to give us thm semester
I don’t know, either. He didn’t mention the type of the test m class
1 hope Prof. Li is not going to test wrmng this time.

¥rw

That’s also what I'm worried about. It’s hard for me to put 1deas together in an orgamzed
way within the time llrmt
s A: Metoo. ‘

2) Tusk: Talkto someone qbouf a test you are going to take.

Do you have any idea of how to apply for the BEC test? :
To register for the test, you’ve got to go to the test center in the ﬁﬁiversity.

What should I bring with me? ’ i ‘ =
You need to take your ID card and three photos with you. And also don’t forget the
registration fee.

A: How much is it, then? ' .

B: About 300 yuan. o ‘ L

ﬂ A: Really? It’s so expensive.
] Task: Inquire about the application for a specy‘ic exam.

Q. 0>

3 Here is a Data Bank. Practice the patterns and expressions for talking about English tests and
learning English.

Data Bank

1. I’m very poor at reading comprehension. So I’m afraid I’ll probably fail the reading part in the
exam.
ROFIEREMRE, ATIARIE OIXORE I 695580 4 o] gEXE AR AR o

2. Could you give me some tips on how to pass PRETCO-A and CET-4 exams?
RS FHE—LETBESEFRIGEN BN FHARI RS IE WL G 5 7E15?
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3. Thank you for your advice. I'll try.

FZWENRE, HERXIAEN,

4. Everyone knows that taking tests needs some special preparation.

AREBHESNE R BEFIASH,

5. Oh, the teacher is right. Maybe I haven’t been working hard enough.

B, ZREXH. FLRENTH%,

6. There is one more week before the exam begins.

BRI EF -T2,

7. Have you prepared well enough for the test / quiz / exam?

RAME / W / ZHAEF T HES T ID?

8. How should we remember all the new words and expressions?

BATEREE A SEIE(EPFE B4 BF0F AR

9. Would you please tell me how to review the lessons?

REESFE WM E S Thigg?

10. I'm sure I will pass the PRETCO-A test with high marks.

BRBERUSNBESFHARIGENBENALZER,

4 Complete the conversation following the instructions given in Chinese.

A:
B:
A:

>

Good afternoon, Prof. Smith.

Oh, hi, Lee. 1) (HEEEREREIT)?
2) (B [E) R ETEX 75 —H#F1S)? 1 am applying for
admission to a British university.
Ah, that’s fine. Sure, 3) (RTEEREBETILLE).
: Thank you very much. 4) (18] ja]eT B SR BR) ?

You don’t have to. British universities prefer to have the reference letter sent directly from those who
write them. 5) (EXS 77 8 T U fS F7 Batidih) , and I'11 get it mailed
by tomorrow afternoon.

5 Complete the conversation by translating the Chinese into English.

A:
B:
A:

> W u

I’m going to give you a quiz next Tuesday. 1) (BEHES).

2) (BREL TR — L8 S &im)?

Review all the lessons in Part One and 3) (BE—ERTERS
—IRB P BAE

4) (EHHEMEKD)?

Yes. You should be able to use the new sentence patterns learnt from these units.

5) (BAREICEFE S 2FF054008)?

Yes, they are also very important.
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| Being All Ears

Listen More by Yourself

oy
2 In this section you will hear 10 short conversations, two dialogues and one passage.

1 Listen to the 10 short conversations and do the multiple choice exercises below.

1y

2)

3)

4)

3)

6)

7)

8)

9)

10)

oP O P AL T A0l O RO AR TP QA TP AR g P oo

The man should go to the movie. b. The man should get relaxed a little.
The man should read the paper. d. The man should work on his paper.
She will not accept a late paper. b. She is interested in his paper.

She wants him to rewrite the paper. d. She doesn’t mind if the paper is late.

Make sure the registration officer didn’t make a mistake.

Come to sign in for the course next week.

Find out later if a place will be available in the course.

Take the course half a year later.

The student is the best one in his class.

The student will probably fail the course.

The student’s request is unreasonable.

The student’s request will probably be granted.

Everybody likes to listen to his lectures.

Professor Green isn’t popular in the class.

Professor Green is a well-known teacher.

No one chooses to attend Professor Green’s class.

It’s very boring. b. It’s very interesting.
It’s time-consuming. d. It’s too demanding.
The woman succeeded because she worked hard.

The woman had worked hard for her exam.

The woman should have worked harder for her exam.

The woman had to take the exami again.

It was very hard except for the first part.

All the questions in the exam were fairly easy.

Most of the questions in the exam were quite easy.

The exam was very difficult as a whole.

Next Monday. b. Next Wednesday.
Next Thursday. d. Next Friday.
Allow the woman to hand in her paper later than scheduled.

Get angry at the woman if she asks for an extension.



UNIT1  English Studies and Tests
c. Extend the deadline of the paper for all the students.
d. Change the requirement of the paper and put off the deadline.

2 Listen to Dialogue 1 and decide whether the statements are true or false. Write T / F accordingly.

1) One of the purposes of the course is to improve students’ English proficiency for further studies
at an American university.
%7 2) According to the dialogue, if the course begins on September 1st, application begins from July
1st.
¥ 3) The tuition fee for a half-year course is $2 000.

7 4) The application fee will be given back to the applicant after registration.

%" 5) An academic qualification certificate is mentioned as part of the application packet a student must

send to the center.

3 Listen to Dialogue 2 and give short answers to the following questions.

1) How many exams is Wang going to take in total?
In total he is going to take exams.

2) Why doesn’t Wang start his preparation earlier?
Because he likes to

3) How do the professors like them to review their lessons?

They like them to : )
4) How late does Wang stay up for his study?

It’s .
5) Where does Wang often study late at night?

4 Now listen to something more challenging — a passage with some blanks for you to fill in. A glance
beforehand at the word list provided below will be of some help to you.

New Words and Expressions

automatically /,otta'meetikalt/ . ad. Hzhih
at normal speed ‘ FEEBEHEETF
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Be a Confident Speaker

Hi, friends, I'd like to tell you how to improve your English speaking skills,
so that you can communicate 1) . The following tips will help you
to become a more confident speaker.

First, practice 2) . Try to use simple sentence structures with
which you are familiar. 3) you know to new situations.

Second, always respond to what people say to you. You can offen get clues to
what people think by looking at 4) and responding 5) .
If you forget a word, do what native English speakers do dll the time, and say
things that “fill" the conversation. This is better than 6) . Try using
"um”, or “er”, if you forget the word.

Finally, 7) | If you speak too fast it will be difficult for
people to understand you. When you speak English 8) , you'll
discover that many of the pronunciation rules, such as word linking, happen
automatically.

Maintaining a Sharp Eye

Read More by Yourself
A Nude at the Party! wRixE
A tiny word or preposition can have a dramatic effect on what you say! ia, FIE1E
Once | was invited to an important, rather upper-class dinner in Ven-
ice — an elegant feast, one might call it — and had nervously invited XY, #R
Rossana, a beautiful 19-year- 8
old student of English, to ac- D WP (o
company me. She had accept- Y o9
ed and | was over the moon! L ¢ 'y -
Rossana was extremely 2 \"“
sexy, and had a lovely voice, =
but she was extremely shy 2444
about speaking English. | had 3‘4::;
told her that she had to try ﬁ:‘:‘f‘fi
to overcome this shyness by




UNI

forcing herself to speak.

Around the dinner table were many guests, most of whom were Eng-
lish-speakers, or Italians who spoke fluent English.

It didn’t take long — after some glasses of Merlot and Tokai — for
these normally reserved people to begin relaxing and talking animatedly.

As it frequently does in Italy, this loud conversation soon turned to-
wards clothes and the latest fashions (after talking about the food, natu-
rally!), and people were discussing “dressing up” to go to a party. To “dress
up” means to put on special clothes for a special occasion.

Rossana, who had been totally silent up to this point, decided to try to
speak, and because her voice was so compelling, when she spoke there
was a hush, and even an intake of breath. She leaned forward and an-
nounced proudly “I never dress at all when | go to a party!”

There was a moment of absolute silence as all the men had visions of
Rossana attending a party in a state of complete undress, and then there
was a huge roar of laughter!

When she realized her mistake — the omission of the tiny word
“up” — Rossana didn’t know which way to turn! She blushed furiously
and started hitting me with her fists! | was at a loss to know why | was
getting the blame! The only way for me to avoid being beaten up was to
throw my arms around her and pull her close! Suddenly she relaxed and
hid her embarrassment by burying her face against my chest.

The outcome wasn’t too bad, however. That little escapade com-
pletely broke the ice.

Rossana is sitting across the room from me now, reading a book in
English — we've been happy partners for the last 5 years!

And our lifestyle here in London is informal — we rarely dress up to
go out at all!

Choose the best answer according to the passage.

1) Which of the following is TRUE about Rossana at the party?
a. She wore special clothes for the formal occasion.
b. She talked loudly with the other guests.
c. She tried to break the ice by making a joke at the party.
d. She made a mistake by omitting a small word in a set phrase.

2) After some glasses of wine the conversation at the party turned towards

a. casual talk
c. latest news

b. political affairs
d. formal discussion

English Studies and Tests

pizall=n

B, RFESE
B, ESH I
#

FLaE

&bl
TEE RA

7w, 28
2, RE
Hh

ESpi]
ELER, KRBfT
A

3) What was the reaction of the guests after Rossana announced “I never dress at all when |

go to a party”?
a. They felt quite moved.

b. They were extremely annoyed.



