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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part

in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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THE FAMOUS CITY OF QINGDAO

Located on the shore of the Yellow Sea in the
southwestern part of the Shandong Peninsula,
by the side of the Jiaozhou Bay, Qingdao has
seven districts of Shinan, Shibei, Sifang.
Licang, Laoshan, Huangdao and Chengyang
as well as five county-rank cities of Jimo,
Jiaozhou, Jiaonan, Pingdu and Laixi under
its jurisdiction; and has a total area of 10,654
km’, among which the area of city proper
amounts to 1.102 km’. The population of the
whole city is 7.8 million plus people.

The region of Qingdao has a long history, as
early as five to six thousand years ago the
ancestors of the East Yi Tribes created their
Dawenkou Culture, Longshan Culture, Yueshi Culture. etc
through their diligent labor. According to records of
historical books, today's region of Qingdao was the Land of
East Yi Tribes in ancient times, then was the Region of
Qingzhou when Emperor Yu of the Xia Dynasty divided the
whole country into nine regions, in the Shang and Zhou
dynasties it was of the states of Lai, Ju and Yi. in the periods
of Spring and Autumn as well as Warring
States it belonged to State Qi. in the Qin
Dynasty it belonged to Langya Prefecture, in
the Western Han Dynasty it belonged to
Langya Prefecture and Jiaodong State
respectively, in the Eastern Han Dynasty it
was Buqi Marquisate, in the Jin Dynasty it
belonged to Changguang Prefecture, in the Sui
and Tang dynasties it belonged to Donglai
Prefecture, and in the Song, Yuan, Ming and
Qing dynasties it all belonged to the region of
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Laizhou Prefecture. In 1891, the Qing
Imperial court approved to station troops for
defensive affairs at Qingdao Port by the side
of Jiaozhou Bay, and Qingdao began to be
administratively established. In November
1897 Germans plotted the “ Jiaozhou Bay
Event” , to encroach on Qingdao and set up
its Mansion of Jiao'ao Governor-General. In
November 1914 Japan took over Qingdao
from Germans and occupied it. and set up its
garrison force headquarters there. In January
1938 the Chinese Government recovered the
sovereignty of Qingdao, and set up the Jiao'ao
Supervisor Governor Mansion that was under
the direct jurisdiction of the Central Government. Beginning
from 1929 Qingdao became a special city of the National
Government. From Jan 1938 to Sept 1945 it was occupied by
Japan again. In June 1949 Qingdao was liberated and
changed into a city directly under the Jjurisdiction of
Shandong Province. In 1994 Qingdao was listed by the State
Council as a historical and cultural famous city of the State.

Having a naturally endowed good
geographical location, Qingdao is of a land in
one ofiits sides with mountains surrounding in
its northeastern part as a guarding screen: and
is of embracing seas on three of its sides,
facing the Yellow Sea and Jiaozhou Bay with
numerous capes and bays. being a well-
known good harbor and a summer resort
famous both at home and abroad for its being
not frozen and not silted up in four seasons all
the year round. Qingdao-Laoshan is a key



scenic and historic area of the State, with elegant
scenery and charming landscape, and attracts
each year countless domestic and overseas
visitors to come to make sightseeing and tourism.
A city newly rising at the end of 19th century,
Qingdao is good at making use of its topography
inits city planning from the very beginning of its
city construction, by arranging a few public
buildings with different stylish patterns on its
streets and topographic characteristic points,
which enables not only one to appreciate the
mountain and sea scenery at any places, but also
the city pattern to have an graceful style of its
own. Of diversified varieties and colors, the city
buildings of Qingdao combine the stylish features of over
twenty countries, flying its own colors and thus being
reputed as the “ World Architectural Expo”
contemporary construction history. At the same time, clever

in terms of

application of stone material colors and treatment methods
on the buildings is adopted, to give prominence to different
architectural styles and artistic effects, and there have still
remained up till now countless contemporary excellent
historic buildings as well as many a historical street block.
Diversified towers and houses with red tiles and yellow
walls and the green waters and verdant tree shades as well as
the blue waves and golden sand are setting off each other, to
form the city’s unique glamour appearance characteristic of
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Qingdao itself.

Having been a culture concentrated
place since ancient times, Qingdao has
got many outstanding personages
springing up in history, such as Ning Qi
the Grand Official of State Qi in the
Eastern Zhou Dynasty's Spring and
Autumn Period, Xu Wangqie the
astronomical and calendar specialist of
the Western Han Dynasty, Cai Qi the
No. One Scholar of the Northern Song
Dynasty, Xue Lu the Grand Minister of
the Ming Dynasty and Gao Fenghan the
painter of the Qing Dynasty, and they
all added luster and did credit to the history of Qingdao.
Qingdao also has abundant and colorful intangible cultural
heritages: the State-level intangible cultural heritages-
Jiaozhou yangko, Mao tune as well as the traditional
handicrafts of paper-cut and so on all without exception
strike their roots in the vast land of people, and are what the
people like to see and hear.

Qingdao is an open coastal city, a key economic center and
one of the most livable and creative city in China. In course
of modernization, Qingdao city, the historical culture city, is
sculpted with unique and poetic style because of the
harmony between protecting of history context, and
developing of modern society and economy.
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LIGHTHOUSE ON MINIATURE QINGDAO ISLE
Towering on the highest place of the Miniature Qingdao in the Qingdao Bay, it was
built in the twenty-sixth year of the Guangxu Period of the Qing Dynasty (1900) by
Germans, and was put in operation for the first time on July 17th, 1915, being the
most important navigation mark for ships to come in and go out of the Qingdao Bay.

The lighthouse has got the reputation of “drifting light on Qin Isle” .
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LIGHTHOUSE ON
TUANDAO ISLE

Standing southwest of Tuandao Isle, it is
24m above sea level and was built in 1900,
being a octagonal brick-stone structure
with a total construction height of 15.4 m.
The third floor serves as the light room,
and there is a large-size German-made
rock-quartz dioptric lens in drum shape in

its middle part
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HEAVENLY QUEEN PALACE
Called popularly Chinese Big Temple, it is sited at the eastern end of the Taiping
(Pacific) Road, and was first built in the third year of the Chenghua Period of the
Ming Dynasty (1467), being the earliest temple building in the city proper of
Qingdao. The whole building, along its central axis from south to north. is
composed successively of stage tower (under the stage floor is the main entrance),
second main entrance, Heavenly Queen Palace as well as Dragon King Mansion and
two subsidiary palaces of Wealth Supervisor Mansion. In front of the Heavenly
Queen Palace there are two ancient gingko trees, according to textual verification

the tree age is over 300 years.
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HUILAN PAVILION ON THE LANDING STAGE
Situated at 10 Taiping Road. In the seventeenth year of the Guangxu Period of the
Qing Dynasty (1891) Zhang Gaoyuan the Prefecture Military Commander of
Dengzhou moved to station in Qingdao, the next year he built a wooden-structure
landing stage in the front sea, which was expanded time and again with its stage
body extended to 440m and its stage floor heightened to 0.5m, and there became a
half round flood dyke added south of the stage with an octagonal pavilion built

inside the dyke, thatis called Huilan Pavilion.
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