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GOLDFISH

— &hao Yu

Since ancient times, people have been
fond of goldfish for their bright natural
colors and wonderful shapes. In old
days, people bred them in a fine

china bowl or a simple earthen
jar. They appreciated the fish
and the bowl at the same
time. Today, people breed
them in a small excellent
bowl or a glass case, which
provides a wonderful view-
ing effect and also adds some
delight to the life. In addition, it

demonstrates the quality of the host of the
house.

Goldfish have a native of China and are
a national fish of China. Goldfish are an
auspicious, beautiful, noble and lovely artis-
tic thing the Chinese people have developed
for the people of other countries in the world.
Also goldfish are a component part of com-
mercial culture and symbolize luck and
happiness. Some auspicious phrases such as
"jin yu mang tang (meaning prosperity)" and
"nian nian you yu (meaning plenty)" are
linked with goldfish. Each year China exports
more than 100 million goldfish, or 60 per-
cent of the world's total, to more than 30
countries and regions including the United
States, Canada, Britain, Germany, France,
Australia, Japan and Middle East. The late
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Premier Zhou Enlai sent goldfish to interna-
tional friends on many occasions as a peace
messenger.

China has a long history in breeding
goldfish. As early as in 59 or the second year
of the Yongping reign of the Eastern Han
Dynasty, there was a record on freeing the
wild golden carps into rivers and ponds. The
golden carp is the ancestor of the goldfish.
During the Tang Dynasty, a historical period
with a developed economy and culture, the
people began to domesticate the goldfish. In
the Song Dynasty, Emperor Gaozong (or
Zhao Gou) built a goldfish pond in the
Deshou Palace in Hangzhou and collected
various kinds of goldfish from different areas.
Many high officials followed him and gold-

fish cultivation had since then become popu-

lar among local people. The goldfish culti-
vation came to its prime during the Ming Dy-
nasty and the double-caudal-fin goldfish was
bred. In 1726 the goldfish without back fin
and later other species of goldfish were de-
veloped such as the goldfish with celestial
eyes, bubble eyes, a lion head, a goose head,
curled opercula, a pompon or pearl scales.
In 1500 goldfish were exported to Japan and
300 years ago were introduced to Europe and
100 years ago were exported to the United
States. Up to date, the goldfish have become
a global variety of fish for

appreciation.
Today there
are more
than 280
species of goldfish in the world.

The criteria for judging goldfish are the
color and shape of their body and their swim-
ming style. The best species swims smoothly
and steadily, has a fine shape and bright
colors. After a certain period of better breed-
ing and careful observation, you will be in-
fatuated with their great species, different

shapes, beautiful and mys-

teriousy patterns and

colors. The rare species
have pure and bright

colors and fantastic and
mysterious patterns on
their body. The goldfish of
such colors as rose, pink,
bright red, golden, orange, dark blue,

sky blue, emerald green, grass green,

snowy white and black are the best. The gold-
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fish with a pure color like a piece of gem
moving in water. The rare goldfish are dig-
nified as a noble maiden and bright as a peony
flower. Their tail is like a long light skirt float-
ing in the air. In addition, the goldfish have
varied shapes, some have a lion head and
some have pearl-like scales and others have
a tiger head, meeting the aesthetic needs of
the people. Their tails are varied too. Those
with a butterfly tail swim leisurely while
those with bubble eyes or a blue egg-like
body and a pompon are much attractive for
their unique shapes. While swimming the
goldfish are so quick and lovely, as they
dance in water. Like a potted landscape, the
goldfish are like a beautiful picture illustrat-
ing quietness among movements and move-
ments in quietness. Another attractive fea-
ture is their lovely names such as the tiger
head, lion head, red cap, red Ryukyu and
pearl goldfish given for their attractive
shapes.

Breeding several goldfish in clean water,
plus green weed, miniature hills and rocks,
is good for your health. For children, the gold-
fish will give them a lecture on biology, wit-
nessing a generation process from roe, fry
and colorless fingerling to colorful goldfish.
In addition, the fish bowl or glass case in the
house is a natural humidifier for regulating
the indoor moisture. The weed in the fish case
absorbs carbon dioxide and releases oxygen

and is a mini dynamic biological system for

purifying the indoor air. Breeding and view-
ing goldfish have become a leisure activity
enjoyed by all family members.

In his Book of Cinnabar Fish, Zhang
Degian from the Ming Dynasty describes the
goldfish viewing in this way, "It is better to
viewing goldfish in early morning, soon af-
ter the sun has risen and everything is under
the sunrise glow. The goldfish swim in clean
pond water and look like flower petals float-
ing on the water. It is also good to view gold-
fish in the evening under the moonlight, the
pond water reflects what on the bank. The
goldfish turn their bodies and make water
splash and glitter under the moonlight. Even
in the windy day, the gentle breeze stirs the
water surface, creating a nice music. The
lovely goldfish raise their heads above the
water surface for listening the music. Appre-
ciating goldfish in a rainy day, people have
another kind of feelings. The raindrops fall
on the pond water surface and create a lot of
ripples. The goldfish vie each other to raise
their heads to drink rain water."

Appreciating the goldfish is like to enjoy
leisure in the metropolis and quietness in
modern life. You can image, what a wonder-
ful daydream you can have while viewing
the colorful but lovely goldfish swimming
in the clean water, among fantastic rocks and

weeds.
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1.Red Crane's Crown, or Lucky, is a representative species
of the Chinese goldfish.
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2. Multi-Colored Common Goldfish is one of the most
ancient species in China.
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3. "Pandas" Swimming in Water, or White-and:Black
Dragon Eyes and Butterfly Tail, is one of the favorite species.
3.3V TBEEREER & BRI, bo L bAXIC
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4. Red Dragon Eyes is believed to be an ancestor species of
goldfish. In the eyes of Japanese, the red dragon eyes goldfish
are really from China. Its chess-sized eyes are vigorous and
radiant. With a red body and long tail, it is really a sacred
species of the oriental goldfish and is a traditional species of
Chinese goldfish.
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5. Cinnabar-Eyed White Dragon Eyes is a rare species.
Swimming in twos, they greatly impress the viewers with
their attractive and lovely colors and shapes.
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6. Blue Dragon Eyes is a variation of the dragon
eyes goldfish after disappearance of the yellow
chromatophore in the body. In light blue or deep
blue, they are confused with black dragon eyes
goldfish. While swimming their scales glitter
blue lights.
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7. Multi-Colored Dragon Eyes glitters colorfully. Its body is in five colors of red, white,
black, blue and yellow decided by the chromatophores in its body. The goldfish with
irregular arrangement of colors are rare species.
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