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In this book, the author mainly researches on the mechanisms and modes of
regional economic spatial structure and spatial development. Starting from the
angle of “space” and taking regional spatial structure as the main breakthrough
point, the author finally comes to the subject of regional development. The pur-
pose of the research is to optimize the spatial structure of regional economic de-
velopment in era in the economies transition peried, set up and improve spatial
mechanisms and strategies of regional economic development, and promote the
development of the regional economy in a harmonious, lasting and innovative

way.
1. Academic significance

First, this book studies issues related to the space of regional economy,
which are of vital economical significance. From the angle of economics, analy-
zing the optimization or the integration of regional economic spatial structure
means to make choice among regional economic spatial resources. lThrough opti-

mizing allocation, the scarce spatial economic resources are enable to achieve their
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maximum utility. Thus, the exchange efficiency and the production efficiency in
the regional economic space meet the Pareto-optimal condition and then regional
economy achieves its maximum benefit. Therefore, regional economic spatial
structure influences the growth and development of region economy directly.

“Space” is always a hot research subject in the academia. After gathering
many subjects including Regional Economics, Regional Science and Economic Ge-
ography, it has become a common researching field of economists and geogra-
phers, mainly symbolized by the establishment of new economic geography (also
known as spatial economy according to some scholars) by some mainstream econ-
omists such as Paul Krugman. Of all research fruits, from the former two-dimen-
sional regional economic spatial structure to the present three-dimensional spatial
structure of the new economic geography, the study on regional spatial structure
has always been an important research topic which scholars attach great impor-
tance to. The development of regional economy is the frontier subject which e-
conomists and geographers may discuss. Many experts and scholars have come up
with a batch of extremely important research achievements, they proposed and
improved many spatial theories and the models to promote regional economic de-
velopment. For instance, the Development Pole Theory, Central Periphery The-
ory & Model, the Gradient Advancement Theory, the Spot Axis Theory and
SO on.

However, with social progress and economic development, at the new point
of transition period, facing different spatial regions, it is necessary to enrich,
perfect, or even innovate spatial development theory by using the new thoughts
and ideas, in order to study and explain the new spatial subjects. This book at-
tempts to analyze the spatial structure, the mechanism and the pattern of the re-
gional economy from the angle of new economic geography and the traditional po-
sition theory, thus forming some new academic viewpoints, which may have cer-
tain academic significance to deepen the regional spatial structure theory and re-

gional economy development theory.
2. Practical significance

Both regional economic development and regional economic spatial structure
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are always the important issues which practitioners care about and put into prac-
tice. They are especially the working priority of all levels of government depart-
ments and those decision-makers in the transition period.

According to economic developing level China can be divided into 3 regions
(i. e. Eastern China, Central China and Western China) . The formation of eco-
nomically-developed regions (like eastern coastal areas) and the economically-un-
derdeveloped central and western regions results from the application of spatial
theory. The proposal and application of some spatial development strategies and
mechanisms, for example, Development of the West Regions Strategy, Reviving
Traditional Northeast Industrial Base, Rise the Central China, Constructing Pan
Pearl River Delta Economic-cooperation Mechanism and so on, play an extremely
vital role to promote regional economy development. Right now, our country is
in “the 11th five year plan” period.

On one hand, in order to fill the enlarging gap among different regions as
soon as possible, the goals to develop regions as a whole and to establish a har-
monious society were proposed successively in the third Plenary Session of the
16th CPC Central Committee and the sixth plenary session. Therefore, we must
understand the difference of the spatial distribution of regional economic activi-
ties, study the mechanism and rule when the regional economic spatial structure
changed, then understand the reason and mechanism of regional disparity, and fi-
nally find out the way to solve problems. On the other hand, during the 11th five
year plan, China changed from the former “plan” to “arrangement”, strengthe-
ning some strategic arrangements such as “the region development overall strate-
gy, the regional coordination interaction mechanism, the regional development
pattern” and so on, which brought the important economic geography concept
like “the spatial structure”, “the regionalization”, “the regional planning” into
the national decision-making files. Therefore, the research in this book is closely
related to the current development situation and the real requirements under the
circumstances of economic globalization and regional economic integration. It at-
tempts to start from Guangdong regional economic development, lay special

stress on analyzing Guangdong’s regional spatial structure and the spatial devel-
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opment mechanism, and then regard the development of Guangdong Province as a
miniature of the domestic development, to find out development thinking and re-
gional economic development methods of adapting the new development require-
ments. It has practical significance to promote the development of regional econo-
my in Guangdong, solve many problems in regional space as well as offer experi-

ence to other regions in economic transition period.
3. Logical framework

Part One: raises the theme by introducing China’s requirements of regional
economic development under the circumstances of economic transition and global
economic situation; on the basis of defining concept, reviewing and commenting
the origins, development and current situation of regional economic spatial theo-
ries and literature, sets up the core theoretic system of regional economic spatial
development: Agglomeration with Spread Theoretic System.

The core theoretic system constructed in this book is to explain the regional
economic development problems in the transition period correctly. In addition,
these theories are put into practice and are used to forecast the future. The es-
sence of the core theory system is to discuss the resources allocation of regional e-
conomic space. All theoretic views are to discuss the agglomeration with spread
spatial motions by stressing the spatial structure.

Part Two, under the direction of core theoretic system, it focuses on theo-
retic analysis and theoretic expansion on the problems caused by the transition
period and the problems to be solved so as to adapting the new requirements of
the transition period. such as some structure spatial problems aroused in regional
economic development and regional spatial problems . it also built up several the-
oretic mechanisms and patterns of regional economic spatial structure for the
transition period.

Part Three: The book takes Guangdong Province as an example to make em-
pirical analysis and case study on the spatial development mechanisms and modes
generated by the above-mentioned theoretic expansion from macro-level and mi-

cro-level.
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There is one thing need to be indicated:

City is an important component of region, thus the spatial structure of the
regional economy surely includes urban spatial structure. However, taking into
account the fact that the academic achievements on urban spatial structure have
been very rich, the research focus and limits itself on space, it did not devote
more to the in-depth study of the structure of urban space except for in essential
cases. Therefore, literature about urban spatial structure does not appear in ljt-

erature review.
4. The main point of innovation

(1> From the new angle of micro-geographical regions and business space,
this book analyzes the Neo-classical Lcation Theory and Cutting-edge Space The-
ory, and then raises the core theoretic system; a relatively integrated model to
explain the formation and evolution of regional economic spatial structure center-
ing on agglomeration with spread activity. To fulfill this goal, the author refers
to many theories such as the Development Pole Concept and Theory proposed by
F. Perroux and J. Boudeville, Innovation Theory (by J. A. Schumpeter), Unbal-
anced Growth (UG ) and Polarization with Trickle-down Theory ( by
A. Hirschman) , Inverted U-theory (by J. G. Williamson), Cycle of Cumulative
Causation Theory (by Myrdal) and Core Periphery Model Theory (P. Krugman)

The development of theoretical system has witnessed the actual combination
rather than simply putting together all theories. That is to say, this is a process
to replenish, improve and deepen the core theoretic system through focusing on
the resource allocation of regional economic space structure, the “agglomeration
with spread” spatial motion and along the main line of development pole theory.

(2) Determine the formation conditions and mechanism of regional economic
spatial structure. The spatial nonequilibrium, such as Industrial Cluster and dual
economic structure, is not due to internal differences, but is the outcome after a
certain accumulation process. In this process, the increasing returns to scale play
a certain role. In fact, any theory about regional and urban development depends

on the role of increasing returns to scale. This book uses the new economic
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geography’s viewpoints and takes increasing returns to the scale of production
and the incomplete market of monopolistic competition as an important precondi-
tion for forming regional economic space structure, which is also a significant o-
pinion the book adhered to.

According to the viewpoints of development pole, industrial zones and new
economic geography theory, core periphery model theory is to analyze how the
interaction among increasing returns to scale in regions, transport costs and ele-
ments mobility will cause the spatial structure’s formation and variation. There-
fore, the book adhere to this viewpoint: agglomeration and spread caused by the
evolution of regional economic spatial structure forms the mechanisms and pat-
terns of regional economic space structure.

The author adopts the theories and methods of new economic geography,
neo-classical economics and traditional geography to construct three models (. e.
numerical value model, math model and concept model) of enterprise network
space structure in regions, which demonstrates the innovation of research method

and content.
5. Main contents

Chapter 1: give definitions to mechanisms and modes of regional spatial
structure and spatial development and analyze their implications; make static a-
nalysis on the key concepts and characteristics of regional spatial structure by
considering the situation of Guangdong; point out some unsustainable problems
and factors existing in the regional economic spatial development in new era.

Chapter 2: analyze the origin, development and current situation of regional
economic spatial structure theories; make comparison and comments on these
theories; pick up and explain those theories that are suitable for China during the
economic transition period; elaborate on the author’s own viewpoints on how to
apply these theories; construct the core theoretic system centering on agglomera-
tion with spread.

Chapter 3: theoretic expansion of regional economic spatial structure in the

transition period; analyze from three levels (i. e. regional, businesses and coun-



