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Brief Introduction

The book Exploration of the Art Design Education focuses on the researches of the
main existing problems in China’ s art design education at present, meanwhile,
it illustrates the development process of China’ s art design education in the
past nearly 100 years, and searches for the source of some questions and tries
to explore the possible measures to solve them. Five chapters are included in
the book: Chapter 1 introduces the origination and the development of China’s
modern art design education, including the origination of China’s art design
education in the vast historic change, the development status as well as the
existing questions of China’ s art design education; Chapter 2 illustrates the
relevant topics of the art design education on the training programs, course
construction, teaching contents, textbook construction, etc. ; Chapter 3 mainly
researches the cultivation of students’ comprehensive ability oriented by the
employment; Chapter 4 explores the ways to strengthen the unique features of
the art design education and innovate the teaching modes; Chapter 5 mainly
researches how to develop the art design education from the national realistic
conditions. The illustrating process of each chapter mainly takes raising
questions, discussing questions and solving questions as the researching line,
meanwhile, some real examples are taken for the vivid illustration. In addition,

some of the research data of the talents training programs of the art design



major are presented.

This book belongs to the research achievement of The Training Programs
of Teaching Reform in Huzhou Normal College in 2008 led by the author, which also
includes the experience and reflection from my working practice in the art
design education, and now I’ d like to present them to the fellow colleagues and
readers with the purpose of learning and communication. In order to promote
the communication, the book is written in both Chinese and English.

The book may be the reference for the teachers’ teaching and the teaching
management of the art design education in the colleges and universities, which
could be read hy the fellow colleagues and readers who are interested in the art

design education as well.
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Preface

Actually, the development of the art design education in China is just of
nearly 100 years’ history. Before this, the Chinese traditional works of art
design (arts and crafts) depended mostly on handicraft workshops, the skills
could only be passed on by the single form that masters teached the apprentices,
which helped to form the traditional Chinese art design education features.

In the past hundred years, China has made a great development on the art
design education. The design educators of the older generation have made great
contributions to the art design education in China, leading the Chinese art
design education to a considerable scale and thus into the orbit of international
art design education. Since the reform and opening—up policy, China’ s art
design education has made enormous progress as China’ s economy develops
rapidly. The international advanced art design and its educational concepts
are being introduced by the aid of the opening policy, and Chinese art design
education is integrating with the world progressively. China’ s art design
education is being diversified and flourishing with prosperity in the collision
between the concepts of art design and education from the eastern and western
countries. With the rapid development of art design, universities are expanding
the enrollment, thus a series of problems inevitably appear, such as being lack

of teachers, educational concepts lagging the development of design industry,




the curriculum system being imperfect, the teaching practice implementation
being inavailable and so on which are the problems to be solved immediately.

I’ ve been engaged in art design education in China for more than 20
years, which was in the period of the high-speed development of China’s art
design education. I witnessed the splendid developing process of the art design
education in the working practice. During the past over 20 years, I not only took
the professional teaching and management in order to find and solve the practical
problems of some professional education, but also participated in the activities
concerning the art design education reform of some colleges and universities,
which made me understand deeply that the art design education should focus on
the design education and the frontier dynamic development of design industry,
approach the new international concepts of the design education, take a macro
view on the development of the art design education, rather than only focus
on imparting knowledge. During the process of implementing the art design
education, a series of factors such as the local economic conditions and regional
features, and the social needs of the art design education in specific regions and
so on should be concerned as well, so that the relevant contents and work in the
art design education could be timely modified in order to achieve the goals of
serving the locals and iraining the high—quality art design talents.

The perspectives in this book cover some experience and reflection from
my working practice in the art design education, and now I’ d like to present
them to the fellow colleagues and readers with the purpose of learning and
communication. Some of them are my rough personal views on the art design
education. It is greatly hoped that the fellow colleagues and readers who

concern about it will kindly point out and correct the possible errors.

Shan Wei
October,2008
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