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I Wonder Why Things Are the Way They Are {825 & 401t
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96/ 18. U.S.S. Indianapolis—Tragedy at Sea
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w WE/KE HPEETERR  To Broaden Your Eyes

104/ 1. A Table Full of Memories —Q&ﬁﬁiﬁ’fz

108/ 2. The Personal Qualities of a Teacher ZIMEYME G
112/ 3. Companionship of Books 54 4£

116/ 4. Challenges to a Lasting Relationship XI5k 18 Z1&HBki%
120/ 5. The Dreamer IBEFA

124/ 6. Business Partners 4 BIKEE

130/ 7. What Ever Happened to Chivalry? 15+ 3512767
134/ 8. The Man of Destiny = SEHFENIEHA

138/ 9. The Road to Success pIH> B

142/ 10. Let Go of Stress #FF/E 17

148/ 11. Glories of the Storm HATHIRX

154/ 12. The Morris Dancers BB HTEMA

158/ 13. Youth B&

160/ 14. The English Character ZL[E A f144%

164/ 15. Sunday before the War (B2 £ H

170/ 16. On Pleasure 15

The Handsome and Deformed Leg {Ffif 5 55 5E
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I Wonder Why Things Are the Way They Are
~ otk e

e Christy Carter Koski 52 £H7#% « 45 « BT

During my junior year in high school, Mr. Reynolds, my English teacher, handed each
student a list of thoughts or statements' written by other students, then gave us a creative
writing assignment based on one of those thoughts. At 17, 1 was beginning to wonder
about many things, so I chose the statement, “I wonder why things are the way they are?”

That night, I wrote down in the form of a story all the questions that puzzled me about
life. I realized that many of them were hard to answer, and perhaps others could not be
answered at all. When I turned in” my paper, I was afraid that I might fail the assignment
because I had not answered the question, “I wonder why things are the way they are?” I
had no answers. I had only written questions.

The next day Mr. Reynolds called me to the front of the class and asked me to read my story
for the other students. He handed me the paper and sat down in the back of the room. The class
became quiet as I began to read my story:

Mommie, Daddy’...Why?

Mommie, why are the roses red? Mommie, why is the grass green and the sky blue?
Why does a spider have a web and not a house? Daddy, why can’t I play in your toolbox*?
Teacher, why do I have to read?

Mother, why can’t I wear lipstick® to the dance? Daddy, why can’t I stay out until

12:00? The other kids are. Mother, why do you hate me? Daddy, why don’t the boys like
~me*? Why do I have to be so skinny’? Why do I have to have braces and wear glasses?
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Why do I have to be 16?

Mom, why do I have to graduate? Dad, why do I have to grow up? Mom, Dad, why
do I have to leave?

Mom, Why don’t you write more often? Dad, why do I miss my old friends? Dad,
why do you love me so much? Dad, why do you spoil me? Your little girl is growing up.
Mom, why don’t you visit? Mom, why is it hard to make new friends? Dad, why do I miss
being at home? ‘

Dad, why does my heart skip a beat when he looks in my eyes? Mom, why do my legs
tremble when I hear his voice? Mother, why is being “in love” the greatest feeling in the world?

Daddy, why don’t you like to be called “Gramps®’? Mother, why do my baby’s tiny
fingers cling so tightly to’ mine?

Mother, why do they have to grow up? Daddy, why do they have to leave? Why do I
have to be called “Grannie”?

Mommie, Daddy, why did you have to leave me? I need you.

Why did my youth slip past me'? Why does my face show every smile that I have
ever given to a friend or a stranger? Why does my hair glisten a shiny silver'?

Why do my hands quiver when I bend to pick a flower?

Why, God, are the roses red?

At the conclusion of my story, my eyes locked'” with Mr. Reynolds’s eyes, and I saw
a tear slowly sliding down his cheek. It was then that I realized that life is not always

based on the answers we receive, but also on the questions that we ask.
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8. Gramps n. (23%&) Sp/; F X ¥ #9Granniesf 2 45 9} &

9. cling to 3R %, '"BH Litil’eschildmn always cling to their mothers. 1T %% ¥4k kB K&,

10. 3k %) épﬂﬁ)&%*%*ﬁi&, slip (10 go somewhere quickly and quietly, especially without
being noticed), vi. B £, @A

1. ZaOME—KBRE, ¥ ANBRF, glisten (to shine from or as if from a wet surface), v. A
¥, WA

12. lock v. 84, JLAbAGIREN B K HET % |
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év  puzzie [k, 44
puzzle out ¥ ¥ %%k (K, MkAikF) —puzzle overdy - X ¥ & #% He had puzzled
over the figures for hours without making head or tail of them. iX 33 F A% T 4F LA
B, V3R TH kM, —crossword puzzle k4% I F 5 &, — jigsaw puzzle Bt B #% &,

0 web M
weave a web of lies %% & — %% 7 —a complex web of relationships £ 7<% % 2 § —
world wide web77 %4 B —network MK4s; F K & 4% —a spy network [ i B —a network
of falsehood %+ % %
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A Brother like That
" AR RO

G Dan Clark F} - Bhis

A friend of mine named Paul received an automobile from his brother as a Christmas
present. On Christmas Eve' when Paul came out of his office, a street urchin® was
walking around the shiny new car, admiring it. “Is this your car, Mister?” he asked.

Paul nodded. “My brother gave it to me for Christmas.” The boy was astounded. “You
mean your brother gave it to you and it didn’t cost you nothing®? Boy*, I wish...” He
hesitated”.

Of course Paul knew what he was going to wish for. He was going to wish he had a
brother like that. But what the lad said jarred Paul all the way down to his heels.

“I wish,” the boy went on, “that I could be a brother like that.”

Paul looked at the boy in astonishment, then impulsively he added, “Would you like
to take a ride in my automobile?”

“Oh yes, I’d love that.”

After a short ride, the boy turned and with his eyes aglow, said, “Mister, would you
mind driving in front of my house?” '

Paul smiled a little. He thought he knew what the lad wanted. He wanted to show his
neighbors that he could ride home in a big automobile. But Paul was wrong again. “Will
you stop where those two steps are?” the boy asked.

He ran up the steps. Then in a little while Paul heard him coming back, but he was not

- coming fast. He was carrying his little crippled brother. He sat him down on the bottom
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1. Christmas Eve. 23 % 4] 7 (12/2418)

2. urchin n. M¥, NZ

3. “It didn’t cost you nothing” A 7~ & %, & &R “—HpBRELEA L™ . I AELoiEd
B b, ARmBEUHER,

4. boy int. [ £ B2 &) 45 K4k (RFixiF, &ooF68ia)

5. hesitate (pause in or before an action), v. .




step, then sort of squeezed up*® against him and pointed to
the car.

“There she is, Buddy, just like I told you upstairs. His
brother gave it to him for Christmas and it didn’t cost him
a cent. And some day I’m gonna’ give you one just like
it... then you can see for yourself all the pretty things in
the Christmas windows that I’ve been trying to tell you
about.” Paul got out and lifted the lad to the front seat
of his car. The shining-eyed older brother climbed in
beside him and the three of them began a memorable®
holiday ride.

That Christmas Eve, Paul learned what Jesus’ meant

when he had said, “It is more blessed to give'’...”

'y

6. squeeze /R &I &%, X LRY FAN D BEEEREAMAG LS, taleis,

7. gonna [ £ 12 5] = going to

8. memorable (which is worth remembering), adj. {54% 2.4 %)

9. Jesus n. ARIROGEF M3 B 3)

10. sodbh B (2% - RAFTH) £20% £35%, “It is more blessed to give than to

receive”; bless v. #1735
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s take a ride Fe %50,
take sb. for a ride % ¥ A —a smooth/rough ride 3]/ % ¢ i# 42 —thumb a ride (‘£ &
K48 QLB £ 4 F 4) %K & %45 % —ride a hobby to death 35T # 4 3 4 #5°5 ¥ + (<
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—make a point of doing £ X ¥ You make a point of forgetting everything I have said.
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