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Preface

January,2003

In January 2002, the delegation of Natiorial Committee on
United States-China Relations (NCUSCR) of United States
visited Beijing and co-held with China Reform Forum the
seminar on “ International Intervention and State
Sovereignty” . Participants from China and the U.S.had in-
depth discussions on the following issues: the U.N’s report
on international intervention and state sovereignty, new

development in the theories of state sovereignty, legal
3
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issues in international intervention, cases studies about
international intervention, state sovereignty in the age of
globalization. Participants on both sides gave a lot of
insightful views and suggestions on the above topics during
the two-day discussion.

China Reform Forum ( CRF) commits itself to
researches and exchanges of foward-looking theories during
the process of China’s reform and opening up. As
“International intervention and national sovereignty” has
become a new focus and subject in the area of international
relations, CRF would very much like to provide a platform
on which those concerned experts and scholars from China
and the U. S. can sit down, express themselves freely and
hold substantive discussions. NCUSCR selected five
insightful scholars, among whom some have long been
focusing their studies on this subject, some possess first-
hand working experience in this field. They, as
representatives of U. S. scholars, elaborated their own
analyses and views from various perspectives. The Chinese
scholars were also from different institutions, such as the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Central Party School of CPC,
the Office of Policy Research of Central Committee, China
Institute of International Affairs, China Institute of
Contemporary International Relations, China Academy of
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Social Sciences, Tsinghua University, Ren min University,
College of Foreign Affairs, etc, so they were able to
comprehensively reflect the views on this subject in China.

According to consensus between CRF and NCUSCR,
we would compile the key speakers’ presentations in order
to give a push to discussions on this subject. This book will
be published in Chinese and Engzlish to meet respective
needs from both sides’ scholars, trying to draw attention
from those interested people both in China and the U.S..

What should be noted is that all the articles in the book
are the authors’ own views, not positions and views of CRF
and NCUSCR.

During the process of this book’s editing and
translating, CRF has got much help from lots of experts and
scholars, who have given their precious views and
suggestions. Here we would express our thanks to them all.

In the end, thanks for the generous financial support
from Ford Foundation to this exchange project.

g

Li Junru
Vice Chairman
China Reform Forum
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Introduction

Should outside forces(individual states,ad hoc coalitions of
states or international organizations) be permitted or
encouraged to intervene in interstate conflict or intrastate
humanitarian crises?What is the level of actual or potential
human suffering that should define when such action is
called for? What are the limits of the rights of sovereign
states? If intervention is called for, who should intervene,
and what should be the nature of the intervention? What
body, if any, should rule on such matters? These questions
5
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have been debated in recent years with increasing
frequency; as the international community has considered
the crises in Somalia, Bosnia, Haiti, Rwanda, Kosovo, and
East Timor. The debate was brought to center stage by
U. N. Secretary-General Kofi A. Annan when he challenged
traditional notions of sovereignty in the speech he gave
September 20, 1999 to open the United Nation’s General
Assembly: “State sovereignty, in its most basic sense, is
being redefined. . .” He suggested that this redefinition is
the result of several factors, among them the forces of
globalization; a greater amount of international
cooperation; states now being perceived as instruments
serving their peoples, and not the other way around; and
the growth of the concept of individual rights.

China lost no time in responding to Secretary Annan.
In a speech to the United Nations three days later, Foreign
Minister Tang Jiaxuan said that “ respect for national
sovereignty and noninterference are ‘ the basic principles
governing international relations, 'and any deviation would
lead to gunboat diplomacy that would* wreak havoc. ’”®

China and the United States have tended to have little
understanding of, or sympathy toward, the other’s views on

@ The New York Times, September 23,1999,p. AS.
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state sovereignty and international intervention. In China
there is a widespread perception that the driving force
behind American interventionism is its desire to impose its
will and extend its influence. Many Americans, on the other
hand, view China as insensitive to the sufferings of those in
other countries and concerned only to ensure that no
precedents are set that might permit outside interference
in its own internal affairs. As we will see in this report,
these views do not capture the complexity of the evolving
debate in both countries.

This report is one of the results of a project initiated
by the National Committee on United States-China
Relations and carried out with the invaluable support of
colleagues in the People’s Republic of China. A series of
workshops, panel programs and meetings were held in
Beijing, Shanghai and Nanjing between January 4 and 16,
2002. The American delegation consisted of five specialists
from different backgrounds (academic, legal, public policy,
military and media) , and holding different perspectives on
the issues of state sovereignty and international
intervention; participants on the Chinese side were senior
representatives from China’s leading think tanks and
universities.

The project was timed to coincide with the publication
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