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Geography

Located in Southeast Asia, Brunei Darussalam stands on the north of the island of
Kalimantan, With the total area of 5,770 sq kilometers, forest is 42.7%, meadows
and pastures are 1. 1%, cropland is 1. 2%, and 55% are others. Arable land per capita
is 0. 42 acres. Land border is 381. 33 kilometers long and coastline is 160. 90 kilometers
long. Being an equatorial climate, Brunei Darussalam is hot, humid and ﬁiny all year
round. Temperatures range from 23 to 32 Degree Celsius, while annual rainfall varies
from 7,500 mm in the interior to 2,500 mm on the coast area. Natural resources are petrole-
um, natural gas and timber, Total renewable water resources are 8. 5 cubic kilometers, total
freshwater reserves are 0. 09 cubic kilometers, per capita is 234 cubic meters every year.
97% of the population live in the west, while only about 10,000 people live in the east, the
mountainous area of Temburong. Around 130,000 people live in the capital Bandar Seri Be-
gawan. Other major towns are Muara, Seria and Kuala Belait,
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Population

According to the statistics of June 2008, the total population is 381,371. Among
them, 66.71% are of Malay origin, 11.2% are of Chinese origin, 3.4% are indige-
nous origin and 19, 1% are others. Life expectancy of the total population is 75.52
years, male is 73. 32 years while female is 77. 83 years, Official language is Malay, at
the same time English and Chinese are widely spoken, Islam is the official religion of
Brunei, regarding the Sultan as the religious leader of the country. Muslim is about
67%, other faiths practised are Buddhism with the percentage of 13, Christianity with
the percentage of 10, and other is about 10%. According to the 2001 census, total
population of literacy (definition: persons aged 15 and over who can read and write) is
92.7%, male is 95.2%, female is 90. 2%. From primary school to tertiary education,

total school life is 14 years.
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Economy

Crude oil and natural gas production account for just over half of GDP and more
than 90% of exports. Main income is from overseas investment, with supplementary
income from domestic production. Brunei is the third largest oil producer in Southeast
Asia with 219,300 barrels per day, and the fourth largest producer of liquified natural
gas in the world as well. Being one of the richest countries in the world, Brunei gov-
ernment provides for all medical services and free education through the university level
and subsidizes food and housing. Efforts have been made in upgrading industries and at-
tracting foreign capital to promote the rapid development of non-oil gas industries, with
which the precent proportion is about 60% in the Gross Domestic Product. The field of
construction has gradually become the important industry second to the oil gas industry
in its economy. The field of clothing has developed rapidly and become the second
largest income in its export trade, Main agriculture products are grain, vegetables,
fruits, chickens, water buffalos, goats and eggs. Main industries are petroleum,
petroleum refining, liquefied natural gas and construction. Main export commodities
are crude oil, liquefied natural gas, refined products and clothing. Main export part-
ners are Japan, with the percentage of 30. 8; Indonesia, with the percentage of 23. 6;
South Korea, with the percentage of 16. 9; Australia, with the percentage of 12. 2 and
the US, with the percentage of 5. 2. Import commodities are machinery and transport
equipment, manufactured goods, food and chemicals, Main import partners are UK,
with the percentage of 46. 3; Singapore, with the percentage of 19. 4; Malaysia, with
the percentage of 11.2. There is no any debt external. Currency is Bruneian dollar
(BND). M
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Culture

The culture of Brunei is predominantly Malay, with heavy influences from Islam,
but is seen as more conservative than Malaysia. The culture is also influenced by the
population of the country: two thirds of the population are Malay, and the others con-
sist of Chinese, Indians and indigenous Malays. Brunei also has a large number of for-
eign workers, including the workers from Indonesia and the Phillipines; the labourers
from Thailand, Indonesia and the Indian subcontinent (particularly India and Bangla-
desh), and the professionals in the fields of industry and education from Britain and
America. Brunei Darussalam is richly endowed with cultural heritage steadfastly main-
tained until today. The setting up of the Arts and Handicraft Centre in 1975 is a living
testimony as to the preservation and the proliferation of the arts and crafts of the bygone
days which Brunei was renown for such as boat making, silver-smithing, bronze tool-
ing, cloth weaving as well as mat and basket weaving. Relics and other various artistic
heritage of Brunei Darussalam besides the ones mentioned above include Malay weapon-
ry, wood carvings, traditional games, traditional musical instruments, “silat” (the
traditional art of self defence) and decorative items for women. Some of these are kept
in the Brunei Museum and the Malay Technology Museum, not only for the world to
see but most importantly for today’s generation to admire and be proud of, for future
generation to emulate, perhaps something to remind the young generation of their
forefather’s natural skill, creativity and innovativeness which over generations has been

ingrained as one of the richest traditional cultures in the Malay world*,
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Education

At present, about 10,186 teachers have been teaching in different levels all over
the country., There are one hundred and twenty-three primary schools, thirty middle
schools, eight vocational schools, two higher education colleges, one university and
seventy-seven overseas private schools. Being the richest country in Southeast Asia has
financially guaranteed the investment in its education, which has gradually developed in-
to a system adapt to Brunei’s local culture, tradition and economy. The school system
consists of the three stages of primary education, secondary education and higher educa-
tion. Students attend primary education for seven years, which includes one year of
pre-schooling, For the first four years of primary education, the medium of instruction
is Malay, the official language of Brunei Darussalam. From grade five onwards, the
medium of instruction for science subjects and mathematics is English. At the lower
secondary school level, students learn mathematics for six periods a week, whilst at the
upper secondary level, five periods are allocated to mathematics. Completing their lev-
els, students with adequate and relevant QOrdinary Level Passes may proceed to do a fur-
ther two year pre-university course. After this, students proceed to higher studies ei-
ther at the University of Brunei Darussalam or abroad. Others might decide to opt for
employment or to undertake education and training programs at training centers, techni-

cal colleges, vocational schools or the nursing colleges.
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Brief History

Brunei has been one of the human settlements since the 8th century, and became an
Islamic state in the thirteenth century. In the second half of the fourteenth century,
Brunei was listed among the tributary state of the Hindu-Javanese empire of Majapahit,
but it soon afterwards became an independent sultanate, The Sultanate of Brunei was
very powerful from the fourteenth to the sixteenth century. Its realm covered the north-
ern part of Borneo and the southwestern Philippines. From the middle of the sixteenth
century, European influences such as the respective invasion of Portugal, Spain, Neth-
erlands and the United Kingdom gradually brought an end to this regional power. Bru-
nei was a British protectorate from 1888 to 1984. Brunei was occupied by Japan from
1941 to 1945 during the Second World War. The UK resumed to control Brunei in
1946, In 1959, a new constitution was written declaring Brunei a self-governing state,
while its foreign affairs, security, and defence remained the responsibility of the United
Kingdom. On January the 4th, 1979, Brunei signed a new treaty of friendship and co-
operation with the United Kingdom, On January the 1st, 1984, Brunei Darussalam be-
came a fully independent state and joined in the UN, the Commonwealth and the Organ-

ization of the Islamic Conference soon afterwards.
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