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Foreword

The Yanshan-Taihang Mountain region around Beijing has a long history of detailed geological
research. This region is near Beijing (the section known as the Western Hills of Beijing),and the
Tianjin and Tangshan economic zones, and belongs to the Bohai Rim Economic Circle(BREC). It is
enjoying a period of very rapid economic development. However, there are still many natural scenic
areas,human landscapes and cultural features with a long history in this region. Therefore, this is an
ideal region for short field trips for undergraduate students of Earth Sciences.

Over the past 50 years,China University of Geosciences (Beijing)and associated institutions
and universities have been studying the region and have developed a series of excellent routes that
are suitable for field teaching within the Western Hills of Beijing. These routes have excellent and
typical geological phenomena, natural and cultural features and convenient access. Years of expe-
rience have shown that these routes have inspired students to develop an interest in geology and
played an important role in promoting geological teaching. It is because of this success that we are
now cataloging these routes and compiling systematic descriptions of the typical geological fea-
tures in a publication that will meet the requirements of teaching practice.

Previous work has identified so many geological routes within this region that we have had to
select those that focus on a specific theme in Earth Sciences, Which are suitable for one-day visits
and are most appropriate for first and second year students. The main themes focus on geological,
geomorphological and geographical phenomena, but we also include some appropriate tourist at-
tractions and customs near Beijing.

This manual was written and compiled by a group of co-authors, including Chief Editor,
Professor Dan-Ping Yan (China University of Geosciences, Beijing (CUGB)), co-editors,Profes-
sors Weijie Zhang (CUGB), Hong-Rui Zhou (CUGB), Mei-Fu Zhou (the University of Hong Kong),
Paul T. Robinson (Dalhousie University, Canada) and Xue-xiang Gu (CUGB). We thank Professors
Gen-Hou wang, Guo-Sheng Wang, Chang-Hou Zhang, Chuan-Heng Zhang, Min Sun, Guo-Chun
Zhao(HKU), Guo-Chun Zhao (CUGB), and post graduate students Chang-Liang Wang, Tie-Zhu
Dong, He Liu, Ke Wang, Bing Zhang, Qin Wang and Wei-Chen Zhang for enlightening discussions

and for their assistance in field trips, compiling and editing this volume.
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