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FREFACE

Confront SARS  Record History

Anti- SARS 2003 « China is a documentary photo album. It represents to us once again
the special battle against SARS objectively, honestly and completely. Some of the photos in
this album, when first published during the SARS outbreak, had a great impact on the general
public, and played a significant role in evoking and carrying out the anti-SARS measures
made by the Communist Party of China and the Chinese government. They also encouraged
Chinese people to stand up and overcome the epidemic.

Different from art and commercial photography, documentary photography concentrates
on recording people's lives, historical events, features of times and changes in society. To
achieve a certain level in documentary photography, the foremost demand for the photogra-
pher is not his or her photographic techniques, but rather, his or her personality. Many out-
standing photos in this album reflect the personality of the photographers.

These photographers, from different parts of the country, share a sense of responsibility
towards history and mankind. Holding the belief that history cannot be left blank, they used
the cameras in their hands and recorded the whole process of the battle against SARS in

various places.
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They have political thinking. They not only take their cameras with them on the road, but
more importantly, they ponder from time to time, to better observe, understand and communi-
cate with the subjects they film. Many precious and touching images in this album come from
the sharp senses and keen insight of these photographers.

They are caring and enthusiastic. They love their country and their people. They establish
a bond with the subjects they take pictures of, and give emotion and life to these pictures. In
this way, they highlight love, friendship and humanity among the Chinese people.

They are brave and always ready to make sacrifices for their profession. During the SARS
outbreak, many photographers around the country risked their lives to stay in the SARS isola-
tion wards and P3 laboratories for days and months. They spent time with the medical workers
and patients, and took a great number of photos, which turned out to be strong, shocking,
moving and precious.

Documentary photographs require captions. Precise headings and captions, along with
strong images, make this album a great book. They will help the readers to see more clearly
the whole process of the war against SARS, and the stories behind it. Thus, this album shall

have its value in literary and historical records.

Editorial Committee
September, 2003
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INTRODUCTION

This photograph album of over three hundred images, which are ar-
ranged in six categories, namely: "Outbreak of SARS: a disaster to China";
"Effective measures and treatments'; "Determination to win the war"; "An-
gels in white: our true heroes"; "Sharing the critical moments", "Conquer-
ing SARS, embracing victory", is like a panoramic history record that will
take us back in time to review the whole process of the war against SARS.

The outbreak of SARS was a disaster for China. In a very short time,
many lives were threatened and the whole country was challenged.

The newly elected leaders of the country responded quickly and took
decisive action to tackle the epidemic. They called for continuous efforts
in fighting against SARS, and led the people through this arduous war.

Medical workers risked their lives to take care of the SARS patients.
They were the true heroes in everyone's heart.

The epidemic was eventually fought off. Victory was achieved. Yet
when we look back at this crucial period of time in 2003, we will better
understand its severity, hardship and meaning. Furthermore, we will be
impressed by the power of solidarity of the Chinese people.

Solidarity is the texture of the nation's spirit. For thousands of years,
this formidable attribute has kept the nation indomitable through many
ups and downs. In the face of difficulty, such as the outbreak of SARS, it
was this power that helped the nation to win the fight against the disease.

The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China, with Hu
Jintao as the general secretary, always puts the common interest of the
people in first place. The Party was concerned about the situation of the
epidemic, as well as the safety and well being of the people.

The command of the Central Committee, the hard work of the medi-
cal workers, the efforts of the general public, and help from Chinese people
overseas, demonstrated the solidarity of the Chinese nation.

We have achieved a great victory against the SARS epidemic. What
supported us to endure and win the war was the great spirit of the Chinese
nation - cohesion, determination, perseverance and bravery. These attributes
will help us in the building of a well-off society in an all-round way, and

achieve new victories in the long run towards the country's great revival.
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In the spring of 2003, China seemed to have made good 'progress in the construction of a well-off society in an all-round way.
Suddenly however, a new disease - SARS, caught people off guard, and rapidly spread around the country.

It spread to 24 provinces and regions on the Chinese mainland, Hong Kong and Taiwan. The World Health Organization (WHO)
soon listed Guangdong Province, Hong Kong, Taiwan and Beijing as SARS-affected areas.

SARS, short for Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome, is a new infectious disease. Its sudden outbreak among a large number of
people, especially among family members and medical workers, indicated that it was a highly contagious disease. During the first
stage of its outbreak, people were uncertain about its pathogen, etiology, ways of transmission and methods of treatment. News about
serious infection and deaths were spread around the Internet. People were threatened physically and spiritually. Industries that
require travels and face-to-face communication were severely affected. In this age of globalization, the impact was not on China's
domestic economy alone. It was universal.

The SARS epidemic was an unprecedented disaster for the People's Republic of China, which was founded in 1949. It not only

“ affected people's health, security and lives, but also put economic development and social stability at risk.

The country was challenged.
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