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The Steadfast Tin Soldier

Hans Christian Andersen
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There were once five — and — twenty tin soldiers, who were all broth-

ers,for they were made out of the same old tin ladle. They shouldered
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muskets, looked straight before them,and wore a mart red and blue

o
niform.

The first thing they heard in this world when the lid was taken off
the box in which they lay were the words, “Tin soldiers!” A little boy
said that and clapped his hands;they had been given to him because it
was his birthday ,and he now set them out on the table. Each soldier was
the exact image of all the others — at least only one of them was a little
different. He had only one leg, for the had been molded last of all, and
there was not tin enough left to give him two legs. Yet he stood as firmly
on his one leg as the others did on two legs,and it was just this particular
soldier who was to become remarkable.

On the table where they were set out stood a lot of other toys, but

what struck the eye most was a pretty paper palace. You could see right

i into the rooms through the little windows. Outside stood small trees round
i% about a little mirror which was meant to represent a lake,and wax swans
% swam on the surface, which reflected back their image. It was all very
j( pretty , but prettiest of all was certainly a little maid who stood at the open
;}E palace door; she also was cut out of paper, but she had a skirt of the

brightest linen,and a narrow blue ribbon over her shoulders like a scarf,
and in the middle of this was a glistening spangle as large as her whole
face. The little maid stretched out both her arms, for she was a dancer,

and then she lifted one of her legs so high in the air that the tin soldier

could not make out what had become of it,and fancied that she had only
one leg, like himself.
“That’ s the wife for me!” thought he, “but she’s a great beauty ;

she lives in a palace , while I have only a box,and there are five — and -



twenty of us there,so it is not the place for her! Still I’ 1l try to
acquaintance!” So he laid himself at full length behind a snuff —box that.
happened to be on the table;thence he could peep at the nice little l;ldy
who kept on standing on one let without losing her balance.

When it was evening all the other tin soldiers were put back in their
box,and the people of the house went to bed. And now the toys began to
play among themselves ; they played at visitors,and at warfare,and they

“had a ball. The tin soldiers rattled in the box, for they wanted to join in
the fun,but they could not lift the lid off. The nut — crackers turned som-
ersaults, and the pencil cast up accounts on the slate. There was such a
racket that the canary awoke and began to pipe,and in verse too! The
only two who did not move from their places were the tin soldier and the
little dancing girl. She remained erect on the tips of her toes, with both
arms stretched wide out;he was just as steadfast on his one leg,and never
took his eyes off her for an instant.

And now the clock struck twelve,and crack! Up flew the lid of the
snuff — box ;there was no snuff in it,only a little black gnome for the box
was a puzzle.

“Tin soldier,” cried the gnome, “ Will you keep your eyes to your-
self?”

But the tin soldier pretended not to hear.

“Wait till the morning ,that’ s all!” said the gnome.

Now when it was morning and the children came up to the nursery
the tin soldier was placed close to the window, and whether it was the
gnome or a draught of air I don’ t know,but the window all at once flew

open,and the soldier fell out,head over heels, from the third storey into
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§treet below. It was a frightful flight. His one leg was right up into the
,and he stood on his helmet with his bayonet sticking in between the
flagstones.

The maid — servant and the little boy immediately came downstairs
to look for him,but though they very nearly trod upon him they did not
see him. If the tin soldier had cried out: “Here am I!” they certainly
would have found him,but he did not consider it right and proper to ask
for help,because he was in uniform.

And now it began to rain;the drops fell thicker and thicker until it
poured. When the shower was over two street — boys came that way.

“Look!” cried one, “There’s tin soldier;let’ s give him a sail|”

So they made a boat out of a newspaper, put the tin soldier in the
middle,and down the gutter he went sailing, while both boys ran along
by the side,clapping their hands.

What billows there were in that gutter! And the current too! It was
dreadful! Yes,the rain had poured in torrents,and no mistake! The pa-
per boar rocked up and down and spun round and round till the tin soldier
was quite dizzy; but he remained steadfast all through, never changed
countenance ,looked straight before him,and shouldered arms.

All at once the boat went right under a long gutter — coping ;it grew
as dark as in his box.

“Where on earth am I going now!” thought he, “ Yes, it is all the
gnome’ s fault. Ah! If only the little dancing maid were sitting her in the
boat it might be as dark again if it liked and I should not care!”

The same instant up came a large water rat who lived under the gut- -

ter — coping.



“Have you a pass?” asked the rat. “Come Out with y

But the tin soldier kept silence and shouldered arms still more firm "

ly.

Off went the boat, with the rat close behind it. Ugh! How it gnashed
its teeth,crying , “ Stop him! Stop him! He hasn’t paid the toll,and he
hasn’t shown his pass!”

But the stream grew stronger and stronger. The tin soldier could al-
ready see the bright daylight in front where the coping ended, but he
heard at the same time a roaring sound which might well have made even
the bravest man afraid. Only fancy! Where the coping ended the gutter
plunged right down into a large channel , which would be as dangerous to
the tin soldier as sailing down a large waterfall would be to us. He was al-
ready so close to the precipice that he could not stand. The boat dashed
on, the poor tin soldier stood as stiff as he could, that nobody should say
of him that he so much as blinked his eyes. The boat whirled round four
times , and filled with water to the very brim. Sin it must! The tin soldier
stood up to his neck in water,and deeper and deeper sank the boat; the
paper became quite undone ; now the water closed right over the soldier’ s
head. Then he thought of the pretty little dancing girl whom he should
never see again,and these lines rang in his ear.

“On,soldier! On —on — though swords and shots rattle, Tis thy fate
to find death in the midst of the battle. ”

And now the paper burst in the middle,the soldier fell through,and
the same instant was swallowed by a huge fish.

How dark it was inside there! Worse even than the gutter — coping;

and the space was so narrow too. But the tin soldier remained steadfast,
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lay at full length shouldering arms.

The fish frisked about, leaping and darting in the most frightful man-
ner. At last, however, it became still, and what looked like a flash of
lightning seemed to dart through it. The light shone quite brightly, and
someone cried aloud; “Tin soldier!”

The fish had been caught, carried to market, sold, and taken to the
kitchen, where the maid — servant had cut it open with a large knife. She
took the soldier round the waist between her finger and thumb and carried
him to the parlor, to which everyone hastened to look at the remarkable
man who had traveled about \inside a fish.

Yet the tin soldier was not a bit proud. They placed him on the table
and there — how strangely, to be sure, things come about in this world —
the tin soldier found himself in the selfsame room he had been in before ;
he saw the self — same children, and the same playthings stood upon the
table ; the beautiful palace with the pretty little dancing girl was there too,
and she still stood on one leg and held the other in the air; she, too, was
steadfast. The tin soldier was quite touched ; he could have shed tin tears,
but this would not have become him. He looked at her and she looked at
him , but neither said a word.

Then one of the little boys took up the tin soldier and threw him
right into the stove. He gave no reason whatever for doing so;no doubt
the gnome in the snuff —box was at the bottom of it.

The tin soldier stood lighted up by the flames and felt a frightful
heat,but whether it was the actual heat of the fire or the heat of his love
he did not know. He looked at the little maid and she looked at him, and
he felt in quite a melting mood , but still he stood steadfast and shouldered

arms.



Then a door opened, the draught caught the dancing g
fluttered like a Sylph right into the stove to the tin soldier,fl
flame ,and was gone. The tin soldier at the same time melted into a mere
lump of metal ,and when the serving — maid next day raked the ashes out
of the grate she found him in the shape of a little tin heart. Of the dancing

girl ,all that remained was the spangle ,and that was as black as a cinder.
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