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FORWARD ONE

In the vastness of the universe, the Big Dipper stars turn, life is ever —
changing. What will we make of our life? What is the “ American Dream” ?

The “American Dream” billowing in the world, makes it difficult to
resist its temptations. However, once you have decided to leave your native
country and live in America, you should be prepared to face greater challen-
ges in life. Have you tried to concentrate and accomplish a single thing for
four years? If you are scientists, professionals, or those who entered reli-
gious living, the answer is certainly possible. However, if you are just an
ordinary person still trying to face the world of complex phenomena and
pressures of life, it becomes very difficult, unless there is a strong spiritual
force behind you, pushing you, whipping you. When I completed this
book, I had an intellect that I never experienced before, because the four
years of writing was intermittent. There must be no interference in the envi-
ronment to continue to concentrate on writing. Sometimes feelings haunt me
to give up because writing is such a luxury enjoyment. Because writers must
be able to keep a clear mind, away from interference with the collision of
Chinese and Western culture, but also try to cope with the problems of
everyday life. Fortunately I no longer have to face these daily pressures,
unlike new immigrants whom still have to earn a living to survive. I felt that
I had a mission to accomplish and duty to the Chinese community. This
became a driving force behind Stories of America.

Majority of the Chinese community in America live in my peripherals.
“Bamboo - stars” has been used for years to refer to the first generation of
Chinese born in America. They use this proverb because people felt this gen-
eration was lost in between their nationalities and racial culture from the bar-
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riers of cultural understanding. They were not completely accepted into
either of the social realms in America. For over a hundred years this “bam-
boo stars” was used to describe these first generation American born Chi-
nese. But through years of observation, I discovered a very funny phenome-
non, that is, in fact, the so — called “bamboo — stars” should be referred to
the first generation of immigrants, including myself. Due to the changes in
their living environment, first — generation immigrants through time begin to
forget and become out of touch with their true racial cultural background,
and even some so - called in order to achieve the purpose of integration into
the mainstream American society deliberately force themselves to forget the
basis of their original culture and become blank. However, in real life,
because of past life experiences and cultural impact of genes and up bring, it
is difficult to completely adapt to another way of life and culture. Therefore,
even though a lot of Chinese people have been living in the United States for
decades, the understanding about the Country, such as its history, politics,
government structures, business culture, legal knowledge and mainstream
society is very little known. The result of this situation is that most people
do not know how to deal with the problem, coupled with language barriers,
more or less often; it is easy to get lost. There is also a bigger problem; try-
ing to communicate with the next generation, the gap between the two gen-
erations of people more and more serious, this group of Chinese can not
come out of their original culture, yet can not fully adapt to the American
culture. This is in Chinese and Western culture; the narrow living edge of
every person is the real “bamboo — star” assembly.
Therefore, I began to think that if someone knowledge about all aspects
of the United States, including social structure, political structure, legal
knowledge, attitudes of life, there’s love in a foreign country - his concu-
bine, the feelings of immigrants living and so on, using lively language to
express, written with a wealth of literary works with the same time color and
rich knowledge of such life in a book would be much useful. I believe such
a book would become a great choice as a living tool in the United States. If
there could be a book based on the Chinese point of view, trying to make
understanding of America for immigrants, it could be very useful. When I
“told my friends of such an idea, they suggested that I would be the best can-
didate for the Author.
As I was considering their proposal I was very fortunate to be the
receiver of title from the U. S. Congress Business Advisory Council, repre-
senting New York and appointed by the President; I was the only Asian —
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American representative. 1 was later awarded Business Woman of the Year
in 2004 by the Council. These events changed a lot of my thinking and
through extensive and deeper contacts with these networks; I discovered that
many Chinese enterprises are limited in there understanding of the American
business culture. They lack understanding of how its structure is formed and
such ignorance has resulted in a lot of wrong and bias decision makings.

For four years, from 2005 - 2009, I spent a lot of time writing this
book. I experienced a lot of interference, a lot of difficulties, many contra-
dictions and after the collision, finally was determined enough to complete
this book. While I was finishing the end, I was awarded by New York State
Senate, 2008 Ten Outstanding Asian Award. This is the community’s recog-
nition and concordance of my efforts.

When I started writing this book, originally called: A Vertical View of
America; 1 printed an introductory publication. These prints were available
to Sing Tao Daily newspaper readers from the North — Eastern U. S.
regions. Astonishingly within a few weeks, I had received over 500 requests
for a copy. They included men, women, children, elders, new immigrants
just arriving to America, overseas university students and immigrants that
have lived here for decades. I was most surprised that the majority of the
requests came from the Chinese that have immigrated to America decades
ago. They were still confused and puzzled about what the American culture
was and what the mainstream social structure was like. I was most touched
when I received a feedback letter from an 87 years old elder. He wrote that if
he had read my book earlier in life he would not have so much regrets and
frustrations in life while living in America. I was very touched by his words.

Finally I would like to thank the feedbacks from my readers of the intro-
ductory publication. As well as the many people whom supported me spiritu-
ally and emotionally while I was completing this book. They include my
family, my brother, my daughter, my friends, my partner (Raymond Xu) ,
as well as a very good friend cui wei zheng, cui wei de two brothers, they
gave me noble support and encouragement. Of course I must thank China
Financial and Economic Publishing House, and its staff. dang Haipeng,
Miss Wang Yang Editor, and other editorial staff. I have been working with
them for over a year now and their ever caring love is so appreciated. Their
hard work and dedication in help me make this a wonderful book ; like trying
to pick the best title from over 20 different ones, re - editing many times the
cover, design and drawings, and so much more work I must thank them for
doing. Thank you very much from the bottom of my heart.
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Lastly, I have learned that things are ever — changing, time keeps mov-
ing forward, there are ups and downs in life, but most importantly we must
live each day to its fullest. We must enhance our knowledge, we must
enhance our abilities in facing the obstacles in live, and we must try the
impossible and do the miracles. No matter difficulties life encounters, we
should cherish life, treasure the time and cherish every opportunity, every
love one, and grasp every second!

My greatest desire is that the readers of Stories of America will find
something that is useful and helpful to their life.
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