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Course Calendar ( The schedule is subject to change with notice from the instructor)
September 5 Introduction

September 7 The United Nations(1) :Unit One Midlife Crisis

September 12 The United Nations(2) : Unit One Midlife Crisis

September 14 Discussion: Should the UN exist? ( Share your cards in the class )/Quiz I

September 19
September 21

September 26
September 28

................

October 3
October 5
October 10
October 12
October 17
October 19
October 24
October 26
October 31

November 2

November 7

November 9
November 14
November 16

The Gulf War(1) :Unit Nine The Weapons Inside the High-tech Arsenal
The Guif War(2) ;Unit Nine The Weapons Inside the High-tech Arsenal
Current Affairs Project Assignment/ Group Discussion; The Iraqi War
Discussion; Gulf War and the Iraqi War/Quiz II

The Middle East(1); Unit Three All Together Now

.........................................................................................

National Day Break

The Middle East(2) ; Unit Three All Together Now

Discussion: The Future of Middle East ( Share your cards in the class)
Telecommunication(1) Unit Four Wiring the World
Telecommunication(2) Unit Four Wiring the World

Discussion; Telecommunication Today ( Share your cards in the class)
Group Activity: Checking Current Affairs Project

Current Affairs Project Presentation

Stock Market (1) : Unit Ten Market Mania

.........................................................................................

Stock Market (2) ; Unit Ten Market Mania

Discussion; How does stock work? ( Share your cards in the class) /Quiz
I

Special Report: Six Party Talk ( group one)

American News Media (1) : Unit Seven History as It Happens
American News Media (2) : Unit Eight History as It Happens
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November 21
November 23
November 28

November 30

...............

December 5

December 7
December 12
December 14
December 19
December 21
December 26
December 28

Discussion; American Mass Media ( Share your cards in the class )
Special Report; Terrorism ( group two)

The Balkans (1) : Unit Two Reluctant Warrior

Current Affairs Project Assignment/ Group Discussion: Choose the Topic
for Current Affairs Project

The Balkans (2) ; Unit Two Reluctant Warrior

..........................................................................................

Discussion: Your Understanding of the Bosnia-Herzegovina War ( Share
your cards in the class ) Quiz IV

Special Report: Sino-US Relations ( group three )

Global Mafia(1) ; Unit Five Global Mafia

Global Mafia(2) ; Unit Six Global Mafia

Discussion: Organized Crime ( Share your cards in the class )

Group Activity: Checking Current Affairs Project

Current Affairs Project Presentation

Special Report: US Presidential Election 2004 ( group four)

.........................................................................................................

Course Assignments

1. Journal (8% ) Students are required to keep 8 learning journals (1-2 pages for
each). The journal should reflect what students have read from newspapers, periodicals and
Internet, or what students have watched from TV report on current hot issues. The journal
entries must reflect in some ways student’s own thoughts and understanding of the topic
discussed. Direct downloading from internet is regarded as cheating( On the second term, this
will be replaced by independent study report) .

2. Quiz (8 %)

3. Group Presentations (20% ) Class members will work in groups to complete two
current affairs projects. The first project will be completed by October 24th and results will be
reported in class on October 26th. The second writing project will be completed by December
21st and results will be reported in class on December 26th. Along with class presentations,
each student should submit a brief written report of their own findings on the topic they have
chosen (two to three pages). Each group is expected to hand in a complete report.

4. Reading Cards (10% ) Students are required to work out 20 press reading reference
cards on current international situations. Each card should be half size of B5 and on one
specific issue topic ( don’t write more than two topics on one card). Direct downloading from
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internet is regarded as cheating.

5. Final Examination (50% ) 8.00 PM, January 6

6. Participation (4% ) The class is highly participatory. It is important to participate
fully in discussions, individual or group work, and the required learning activities so as to
understand as much about the main topics as possible. Instructor will award students’ class

participation grade accordingly.
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Unit One

The United Nations

Text A Midlife Crisis

NN

%g % Backgraund

__ More than 200 Ieaders gathered in New York for celebrating the UN's 50th
anniversary from Oct. 22 to 24, 1995. Yet the anniversary came at an awkward,
bittersweet moment. The post-cold-war euphoria of UN, in mediating conflicts and
in the UN-sanctioned Gulf war effort, evaporated in the aftermath of major
épeacekeeping setbacks in Somalia, Rwanda, and Bosnia-Herzegovina. These
tragedies were fueling the conviction that the UN was no longer needed. The 50
year-old UN was obviously in great trouble which might effect its very existence. :

..................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

The United Nations is broke and demoralized;’
but the world still needs it.

By Carrol Bogert

No one loves the United Nations. Not its stern but neglectful parent, the United States,
which gave birth to the UN 50 years ago but has fallen about 10 years behind in child-support
payments. ° Not the other member-states, which have their own motley complaints ( the US
controls the UN too much; the US doesn’t control the UN enough; the UN should spénd more
money on our pet projects’ and less on yours... ). Not UN staffers; despite their generous,
tax-free salaries, morale is awful.’ Certainly not journalists, who are subjected to an
Orwellian flow of “public information”. ® Even the UN boosters are skeptical these days.

With friends like that, who wants to throw a birthday party? The UN decided to call it a
“commemoration” instead. The 200 world leaders converging on New York this week are
visiting the UN at an unprecedentedly awkward time. The peacekeeping mission in Bosnia,
which began in 1992 and is just winding up, can only be described as a horrendous failure. !



