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Tet 1 The Port of Fony Kong
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The Port of Hong Kong, located by the South China :'5‘0’*7;_;;”:3;3
Sea'"’, is a deepwater seaport dominated by trade in con- ',ﬁﬁ, X ﬁﬂ.‘liﬂ:
tainerized manufactured products, and to a lesser extent raw z Fo N &M
: ) 3 p , B Wk P
materials and passengers. A key factor in the economic de- P

velopment of Hong Kong, the natural shelter and deep wa- HERY,
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ters of Victoria Harbor'®' provide ideal conditions for bert-
hing and handling all types of vessels. It is one of the busi-
est ports in the world, in the three categories of shipping
movements, cargo handled and passengers carried.

Hong Kong is one of several hub ports serving the
South-East and East Asia region, and is an economic gate-
way to mainland China. Every year tens of thousands of sea-
going vessels arrive at Hong Kong. The average rurnaround
time'®! for container vessels is about 10 hours. For conven-
tional vessels working in mid-stream at buoys or anchora-
ges'*) | it is 42 and 52 hours respectively. The port has been
one of the busiest container ports in the world for many
years, and at times the busiest. It was the world’s busiest
container port from 1987 to 1989, from 1992 to 1997, and
from 1999 to 2004, until overtaken by the Port of Singapore
in 2005 onwards. In the first quarter of 2007, it was also
overtaken for the first time by the Port of Shanghai.

There are currently nine container terminals'® situated
at Kwai Chung'®’ , Stonecutters Island'" and Tsing Yi'"',
Substantial TEU throughput is handled by the River Trade
Terminal at Tuen Mun'" and by mid-stream. The Kwai Ts-
ing'"! Container Terminals has nine container terminals
with 24 berths of about 8,500 meters of frontage'"''. These
terminals handle about 60% of total container traffic han-
dled in Hong Kong.

(32}

Mid-stream operation'”™ involves loading and unloa-

ding containers to and from ships while at sea, with bar-

ges'™ or dumb steel lighters'""

performing the transfer,
and then distributing or landing the containers to piers near-
by. Due to high handling fees at the container terminals,
Hong Kong has become the only place in the world with at-
sea loading and unloading operations.

[15]

Currently , there are 11 different yard sites' ' solely for
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mid-stream operations, occupying a total land area of 27.5
hectares''" and water frontage of 3,197 metres. There are
also centralized ferry services to Macau'""' and 24 ports on
mainland China. About 100 vessels, mostly high-speed pas-
senger craft such as jetfoils'"' | catamarans"” and hover-
ferries™ | operate from these terminals. The government
has a large fleet of vessels of different types and sizes. The
Government Dockyard'*'" is responsible for the design, pro-

curement =

and maintenance of all vessels owned by the
Government. The port has extensive facilities for repairing
maintaining, drydocking'®' and slipping'*"’ of all types of
vessels. There are also a large number of smaller shipyards,
which carry out repairs to vessels and build specialized
craft, including sophisticated patrol craft'™ and pleasure
vessels'™' for overseas markets.

The Marine Department'* operates and maintains 58
mooring buoys*’ for sea-going vessels. There are 44 spe-
cial typhoon mooring buoys to which ships can remain se-
cured during typhoons. This improves efficiency and re-
duces operational costs of vessels through elimination of un-
necessary movements*"' . In addition to the three Immigra-
tion and Quarantine Anchorages™' designated for visiting
vessels to complete port formalities'® | there are eight dan-
gerous goods and eight general-purpose anchorages'™' pro-
viding temporary berthing spaces for vessels. The areas and
water depths of the anchorages are diversified to accommo-
date different sizes and draughts'™' of ships calling at Hong
Kong. There are over 460 modern marine aids fo naviga-

tion'*

- scattered throughout Hong Kong waters to guide
mariners to and from their berths.

A comprehensive Vessel Traffic Service'™ ( VTS),
with radar surveillance and tracking capabilities as well as a

fully integrated data'*” handling sub-system, covers 95%
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of Hong Kong waters used by sea-going vessels and ferries.
The VTS offers advice on the activities of other vessels and
gives navigational information to mariners through a sector-
ized”’ VHF network. This ensures the safety standard and
traffic efficiency of the port. An upgraded VTS system,
which can track 4,000 moving vessels plus 1,000 stationary
targets'™' in real time'™ | has been in operation since early
2002. It provides the latest VTS technology such as AIS™! J
ECDIS™ | ccTV'®' | new VHF-direction finders'*' and
modern communications systems to further improve naviga-
tion safety and operation efficiency. Marine Department pa-

trol launches'*"

maintain a watch on shipping, traffic sepa-
ration schemes'*' | fairways, navigational channels, ty-
phoon shelters and cargo-working areas. They provide on-
scene support to the Vessel Traffic Centre ( VTC) and are
in continuous radio contact with the VTC and local marine
traffic control stations located at Ma Wan'*' and Kwai
Chung Container Port'""'. The VTC is thus able to prompt-
ly initiate and co-ordinate actions required to facilitate safe
navigation in the port,

The Hydrographic Office'™ of the Marine Department
surveys Hong Kong waters and produces nautical charts'®’
to facilitate safe navigation within the port. It functions with
reference to the standards laid down by the International
Hydrographic Organization ( IHO) ™', Notices to Mariners
are promulgated®' fortnightly to update bilingual nautical
charts. A Differential Global Positioning System'™' correc-
tion signal is broadcast continuously on 289 kHz'*'' to assist
mariners using GPS navigation to position-fix their vessels
more accurately. Tidal stream ™ predictions and real-time
tidal information are provided on the department’s website.

(58]

Pilotage'™" is compulsory for ships of 3,000 gross tonnes

and above and gas carriers™' of any tonnage. Quarantine
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and immigration facilities are available on a 24 hour basis.

and radio pratigue'™'

Advance immigration clearance""
may be obtained by certain vessels on application.
Dangerous goods are moved in the waters of Hong
Kong strictly in accordance with the International Maritime
Their movements must be re-
corded in Marine Department’s Dangerous Goods Informa-

tion System. Fire-fighting vessels operated by the Fire Serv-
L60)

Dangerous Goods Code'™" .

ices Department'™" are kept in a state of readiness'®"' at all
times. The Marine Department’s pollution control vessels
are on 24-hour standby'*™' to deal with oil spills'™',

To facilitate transfer of cargo between vessels and the
shore, and cargo to and from Pearl River'™ ports, the Ma-
rine Department provides and manages 7,756 meters of pub-
lic cargo-working sea frontage in various parts of Hong
Kong. Bulk handling facilities'™' for coal and oil are pro-
vided at the power generating stations at Tap Shek Kok'™' in
Castle Peak'*" and at Po Lo Tsui'®" on Lamma Island'®" .

Hong Kong is a major centre of ship ownership and
management. Ships owned or managed in Hong Kong
amount to 34 million gross tonnes. Hong Kong has been
recognized by the international shipping sector as a first-rate
ship registration center, where registration of ships is entire-
ly voluntary. At the end of 2001, 653 ships were registered
in Hong Kong, with a total gross tonnage of 13. 7 million
tonnes — a 32 per cent growth over the previous year. The

0]

Hong Kong Shipping Register'™" operates independently in
y

its maritime policy and administration. The HKSAR Govern-

ment' ™

issues related certificates under its own legislation
in the name of * Hong Kong, China’. As a quality shipping
register, Hong Kong adopts all major international conven-
tions promulgated by the International Maritime Organiza-

tion' ' (IMO). As an associate member'™' of the IMO,
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the Government ensures that ships registered in Hong Kong
are maintained to the highest international safety and marine
environmental protection standards.

Comprehension Check: Answer the following questions based on your

' understanding of the text.

. The business conducted at the Port of Hong Kong includes :

[ A] the handling of raw materials

[ B] carrying of passengers

[ C] trade in containerized manufactured products

[ D] all of the above

Which of the following statements is TRUE about the Port of Hong Kong to-
day?

[ A] It is still the busiest container port in the world.

[ B] The average turnaround time for container vessels is about 42 hours.

[ C] It has been one of the busiest container ports in the world for many years.
[D] It was overtaken by the Port of Singapore and the Port of Shanghai

in 2005.

. According to the passage, at-sea loading and unloading operations seems to be
a more alternative to the handling operations at the container ter-
minals.

[ A] difficult [ B] convenient
[C] economical [ D] expensive

. In case of a typhoon, a ship can use to avoid unnecessary move-

ment.

[ A] one of the special terminals

[ B] one of the special mooring buoys

[ C] one of the anchorages for immigration and quarantine purposes

[D] one of the general-purpose berthing spaces for dangerous goods

To ensure the safety standard and traffic efficiency of the port, it is imperative
o %
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Vocabulary Building: Complete the followin

L

| build modern terminals for specific purposes

[A

[ B use hi-tech surveillance and tracking facilities

[ C] launch educational campaigns against corruption

[ D] punish severely those who have violated the regulations

To facilitate safe navigation within the port, have to be produced
with reference to the standards laid down by the International Hydrographic Or-
ganization.

[ A] patrol launches [ B] aids of navigation

[ C] nautical charts and graphs [ D] mooring buoys

- Which of the following ships do not need to apply for pilotage according to the

passage?

[A] A gas carrier of 5,000 tonnes.

[B] A gas carrier of less than 3,000 gross tonnes.

[C] An oil tanker of less than 50,000 tonnes.

[D] A cargo ship of less than 1,000 gross tonnes.

Which of the following is a correct observation about ships registered in Hong

Kong?

[ A] They must employ Chinese seafarers as deck officers.

[B] They will be subjected to inspections for deficiencies.

[Cl They can avoid otherwise very strict environmental protection standards.

[ D] They cannot be detained by other port authorities except that of Hong
Kong.

 sentences by selaemngrom
the given list a word in its proper j‘orm.

concentration  exchange autonomy meeting leading
consist awareness panoramic border ahead
skyline export import cede serve

Hong Kong primarily of Hong Kong Island, Lantau Island,

Kowloon Peninsula and the New Territories as well as some 260 other
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6.

-

10.

11,

12.

13.

14.

islands.
Hong Kong lies on the eastern side of the Pearl River Delta,

Guangdong province in the north and facing the South China Sea in the east,
west and south.,

. Beginning as a trading port in the 19th century, Hong Kong has developed in-

to a financial and shipping center of the world.

Much of Hong Kong's __consists of re-exports, which are products

made outside of the territory, especially in mainland China, and distributed

through Hong Kong.

Despite the territory’s extensive wooded and ocean setting, environmental
is growing as Hong Kong's air ranks as one of the most polluted.

Hong Kong has little arable land and few natural resources within its borders ,

and must therefore most of its food and raw materials.
In 2006, Hong Kong's per-capita GDP ranked as the 6th highest in the world
at US $38,127, of countries such as Switzerland, Denmark,
and Japan.
Hong Kong is an important center for international finance and trade, with the
greatest of corporate headquarters in the Asia-Pacific region.

. The Hong Kong Stock is the fifth largest in the world, with a

market capitalization of about US $ 2. 28 trillion as of August 2007.
Hong Kong Island was first occupied by British forces in 1841, and then for-

mally from China under the Treaty of Nanjing at the end of the
Opium War.
Hong Kong International Airport as a transport hub for Southeast

Asia, and as the hub for many famous airliners such as Air Hong Kong and

Hong Kong Airlines.

Hong Kong is frequently described as a place where East meets West, a
reflected in its economic infrastructure, education and street cul-

ture.

Dense commercial skyscrapers between Central and Causeway Bay lining the

coast of Victoria Harbor are one of Hong Kong’s most famous tourist attrac-

tions and ranked the best in the world.

The Sino-British Joint Declaration and the Basic Law of Hong Kong stipulate
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that Hong Kong operates with a high degree of until at least
2047 | fifty years after the transfer.

15. Popular with tourists desiringa  view of Hong Kong's skyline and
harbor , many Hong Kong residents consider the Star Ferry as one of the city’s
most treasured cultural icons.

Blank-filling: Fill in each of the following blanks with a proper word.
The first letter of the word is given.

Hong Kong is an international city which b (1) the best from
the East and West, creating a unique personality. Strategically located at the heart
of Asia, it is the world's seventh largest m (2) trading economy.
More than 2,000 multinational companies have regional headquarters or offices in
Hong Kong. Its p (3) GDP is one of the highest in Asia. It is one of
the world’s top 10 exporters of services e (4) a wide spectrum of ac-
tivities — finance and banking, accounting and legal, tourism, telecommunica-
tions and media, importing and exporting to n (5) a few. Hong
Kong is the world’s fifth largest foreign exchange market. The Hong Kong Stock
Exchange is the second largest in Asia and the seventh largest in the world. The
gold market is in the top four of the world and Hong Kong is also a regignal
1 (6) in loan syndication and investment management business. In
addition, Hong Kong is also one of the world’s most prolific film and entertain-
ment production centers.

In communications and information technology, Hong Kong is the leader in
the region. It is an important satellite and fiber-optic communications
h (7) in the Pacific, providing links for instant, efficient and cheap
communications around the globe. Hong Kong also has one of the world’s first
completely digitized telephone systems, and the density of fax lines ranks second
in the world. The Internet community in Hong Kong has grown rapidly with some
100 licensed Internet service providers in operation.

Hong Kong is the most popular tourist d (8) in Asia. Tourism
receipts are Hong Kong's second largest earner of foreign exchange. Hong Kong



