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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION

A country of extemsive territory and long history',
China possesses a great number of ancient capitals
derived from the vicissitude of dynasties and king-
doms that rose and fell in the long. course of its succe-
ssive historical periods, of these the most significant
and famous are Anyang, Xi'an, Loyang, Kaifeng,
Nanjing, Hangzhou, and Beijing, known as “the seven
major ancient capitals” —~the cream and treasures of
the chinese culture in its history, the honour and pri-
de of the Chinese nation. Related to a variety of di-
fferent studies, the research in the ancient capitals
is a specialized knowledge of an extensive and pro-
found range, saturated with great and sublime ideas.
In this book, which contains monographs written by
renowned specialists of China in the research of an-
cient capitals, one may find comprehensive and syste-
matic descriptions of the history, geography, person-
ages, and anecdotes of each ancient capital, written
in a succinct and vivid style, and enriched with multi-
farious and varied content, It is therefore a useful
basic reading for readers both domestic and abroad
to understand and study the seven major ancient capi-
tals of China,
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