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HOW TO GET HIGHER MARKS
ON LISTENING COMPREHENSION FOR TOEFL

The listening comprehension section is always
first in the examination. It is in three parts.
It typically lasts 25 to 30 minutes and contains
50 questions. .

In order to get higher marks on listening
tests, it is necessary to have a good 'ear' for
English, which can oniy be obtained with a great
deal of practice. However, listening techniques
~can be very helpful to you.

Suggested Listening Techniques$
A. DPsychological preparation
You don't. have to understand every word and
every phrase. The most important thing is try to
grasp the main idea. If you are not sure of the
correct answer to a question, you shouldn't be
disconcerted, but do what guess work you can and
g0 on to the next question.
B. Skim the four choices before llstening
1. Always look at the choices before listening
and try to imagine what kind of question
will) be asked. (Who? When? Where? How?
Why? What? How long? How far? How much?
and so forth.)

Example 1
You will read: (a) George is an art dealer.
(b) George is a baker.
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(c) George is a car salesman.
(d) George is a pharmacist.
You can imagine that the question will be about
a person's profession. So when you hear:
George sells doughnuts, pastry, and cake in his
store. You know choice (B) is the best answer.
The words doughnuts, pastry, and cake indicate
that George is a baker.
Example 2
- When you read: (a) On the steps.
~ - (b) By the window.
(e¢) At a store.
(d) In a bank.
You know that the question will be about a place.
Therefore, when you hear:
Men: I need to cash that check.
Woman: Will you step right over to
the teller's window, please?
Third Voice: Where is the conversation
probably taking placé?
You know choice (d) is the best answer because
"I need to cash this check" shows that this
conversation is taking place in a bank.

2. If there are several short answer choices
for any question, be prepared to put a check
mark next to any of those words which are
mentioned in the reading. In this way, you
will be prepared for a question such as:
Which of the following items was not men-
tioned?

ixample: The answer choices are

- ii -
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(a) bread (b) milk

(c) ice cream - (d) beer
If you put a check mark next to each thing as it
is mentioned, the one that is not checked will
be the one that was not mentioned.
Note: Don't forget to erase -the check marks

before turning in your answer -booklet.

3. If you see the answers to a question are

figures, write down each figure as it is
read. a '

Example 1 ‘ .

You will read: (a) $500. (b) $550.
o (c) 8450, (a) $50.

You will hear? '

Woman: They wanted you to vay $500 for such an

| old car. Oh, my

Men:  Yes. But finally they agreed to knock 10%
off the price.

Third V01ce. How much did the man pay.for the car?

While listening the conversation write down the
figure: $500, and 10% knocked off. Then make a
simple calculation: '

| 500 ~ 50 = 450.
Therefore, you should choose answer (e).

Example 2
You will read: (a) 11:33. (p) 11:27.
| (e) 11:10. (@) 11:16.
You will hear: Woman: What's the time by your
| | _ watch? o
Man:_w Eleven~-thirty. But it's

- iii -



three minutes slow.
Third Voice: What's the coirect
# B - time?

Write down the two flgureS° 11:30 and 3.
11:30 + 3 = 11:33.
Therefore, you should choose answer (a).

Example 3 S ‘ - :
You will read: (a) $2.00 each. (b) $3.00 each.
(¢) $10.00 each..(d) $4.00 each.
You will hear: Man: Prices are really going up.
- I had to pay three dollars
for a shlrt yesterday, and
‘ I used to pay only two.-,
Woman: I know what you mean. My
'sweaters cost me over ten now.
Third Voice: How much do shirts cost
B S e
While llstenlng, write down. the follow1ng.
Shirt $3 ’Now) '
~$2 (Before)
'SWeater $ 10 -
5ince you are asked the price of shirts now, choice
(b) is the correct answer.

C. Pay attention to sound-linking, weak sounds, and
contracted forms. For example, ‘called. off'ywis
pronounced.as 'ks:l - d>f', 'for a cab' is .pro-
nounced 'as’ *f32 - ra - k=#b', {must have been
Sleeping,#lo pronounced as 'mAs - tav bin Sll -
pig*; the'd rather' is the contracted form of
‘he would. rather', etc.
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D. Locate key words which usually .lead to correct

answers,

Example 1
You will read: (a) George is an art dealer.

(b) George is a baker.

() George is a car sellsmapn.

(d) George is a pharmacist.
You will hear: George sells doughnuts, pastry, and
cake in his store. _A '
Key words in this statement are: doughnuts, pastry,
and cake. They are connected with the word 'baker'
so choice (b) is the best answer,

Example 2
you will read: (a) Student-Teacher
(b) Client-Lawyer
(¢) Waitress-Customer
(d) Patient-Doctor
You will hear: Woman: I'd appreciate your personal
opinion. Do you think I
should sue -the comiany?
Man: Not really. I think that we
‘ can settle,this,butfof court.
Third Voice: What is the probable
relationship between
the tﬁo speakers?
The key word here is fcourt', which will easily
remind people of 'lawyer', so choice (b) is most
likely to be the correct answer. It matters little
whether or not you know the words 'sue' and 'clienf'.

E. Always answer what you are asked.



Example 1
You will hear: Can you tell me where John went?
You will read: (a) Yes, he went.
(b)) He went last night.

(c) He went to the movies.

() He told me he went.
Here, you are asked 'whére', so you should choose
answer (c).

Example 2
You will hear: Are you going to be staying very
long in San Francisco?
You will read: (a) Yes, I'm going to San Fran-
cisco.
(b) Yes, I'm going to be staying
in San Francisco.
(c) Yes, it's a long way to San
Francisco.
(&) Yes, I'm going to stay a month.
In thise question you are asked about time, SO you
should chocse answer (d).

Besides the methods mentioned above, in order
to improve your score in the listening comprehen-
sion section you should also

1. Learn idiomatic expressions which are

common in English speech.

2. Watch news and weather reports on tele-

vision or listen to them on the radio.

3. Attend lectures if there are any at your

school.

4, Try to learn‘more about history, geography,

politics, philosophy, econemics, biology,

- Vi -
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