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BEIJING NORMAL UNIVERSITY
PRESS BEIJING, CHINA

On behalf of the United States Informa-
tion Agency, 1 congratulate the Beijing Nor-
mal University Press on its decision to
reprint the books that will constitute the
series “A Treasury of English Teaching Ma-
terials. ”

Each of these titles, originally published
by USIA, offers a student the opportunity
to improve his or her knowledge of Ameri-
can English, and learn more about the cul-
ture, customs and history of the United
States. Teachers will find this material a
useful supplement to the English language
curriculum in China’s high schools and col-
leges. |

USIA is committed to the improvement of
understanding between the United States
and the People’ s Republic of China. A key




to better mutual understanding is for Chi-
nese citizens to be able to communicate ef-
fectively in English, and for Americans to
become proficient in the Chinese language.
This book and the others in this series will
help prepare China’s students for the com-
petitive world of international commerce and
cross-cultural contact for which a knowledge

of English is essential.

Sincerely,

Lo o)

Joseph Duffey

Director
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1. GLACIERS

Glaciers are huge sheets or rivers of ice that cover the
North and South” Poles and many mountains in different
parts of the world.

Glaciers are formed by excess snow. When the excess
snow does not melt in summer, it accumulates year by year.
Pressure causes the snow to become ice.

Normally, glaciers move only a few centimeters a day.
The force of gravity causes them to move.

Scientists estimate that nearly 75 percent of the world’s

fresh water exists as glaciers.

huge [ hju:d3] adj. very big; unusually large or great E X
&7, BEK

north pole the northern end of the earth’s axis JL#%

south pole the southen part of the earth’s axis B

excess[ik'ses ] n. part that is too much; more than enough
::PONPUR |

melt] melt ] v. to change from a solid to liquid by the appli-
cation of heat Bift, )

accumulate[o'kjurmjuleit ] vi. to collect little by little f1 &

pressure[ 'prefa] n. the continued action of weight or force
KA

force[ fois ] n. active power; strength 7 &




gravity[ 'greeviti] n. the natural force that causes objects to
move or tend to move toward the center of the earth HiEK

3171

estimate [ 'estimeit ] v. to form a judgment or opinion; to
guess PERE , PEAG

EXERCISES

I. FINDING INFORMATION. Find the sentence (or sen-
tences) that gives the following information. Read the in-

formation aloud.

what forms glaciers

what glaciers are

what makes snow become ice
the size of glaciers

. where glaciers are found

I O

how glaciers move

[1. Which of the following are related to glaciers? How?

Base your choice on the information in the reading.

1. trees 5. gravity
2. ice 6. heat
3. water 7. speed
4. snow 8. pressure




9. lakes 10. North Pole

ITI. FOR DISCUSSION

1. Are you interested in glaciers? Why or why not?
2. Are glaciers useful, in your opinion?
3. Suppose many of the world’s glaciers begin to melt

at the same time. What will happen?

IV. WHAT IS THE EFFECT of the following in matters

related to glaciers?

non-melting snow
force of gravity

rivers of ice

P

pressure

V. INFORMATION REVIEW. Make questions of the
phrases in Exercise I and ask them of your classmates.
You may want to begin some of your questions with

Can you tell me..... ? or What do you know




2. WONDERFUL WATER

Water has many unusual properties. It has the ability to
move upward through the ground to the roots of plants.
This is called capillary action.

Water can absorb more heat than almost any other sub-
stance. This ability enables water to absorb heat until it
reaches 100 deérees Celsius. Then it boils, becomes a gas,
and evaporates.

When frozen, water floats because as ice it expands and
becomes less dense. Soil is formed by the force of ice in the
earth cracking and breaking rocks.

As a cover on lakes and the ocean, ice acts as insulation

and protects life in the water below.

property [ 'propati | n. quality or power belonging specially
to something ¥ f , 4k

capillary action (attraction) the force that causes a liquid
to rise when in contact with a porous substance, as a plant
draws water from the ground E4E1EH

absorb[ab'sa:bJut. to take in; to suck up as a liquid or gas

MR

substance[ 'sabstans ] n. what a thing consists of; matter;

material 4 i

Celsius{ 'selsjas | n.  (scale) the official name of the centi-




grade scale for measuring temperature X

boil[ ba:1] vz. to bubble up and give off steam or vapor when

heated & #

evaporate [ i'vaeporeit | v. to change from liquid into vapor
(YK

frozen[frouzn] past participle of freeze freeze By 34017]

float[ flout] vi. to stay on top of or be held up by air, water,
or other liquid ¢

expand [iks'paend ] v. to make larger; to increase in size §~

X

dense [ dens | adj. having its parts closely packed together;
thick FHEK, MFEK

crack [ kraek ] n. split or opening made by breaking without
separating into parts; a narrow opening 23 5%

insulation[ ,insju'leifan] n. material used to keep from losing

electricity, heat, sound, etc; separation from others #5#%k
EXERCISES

I. FINDING INFORMATION. Find the sentence (or sen-
tences) that gives the following information. Read the in-

formation aloud.

1. what capillary action is
2. why ice floats

3. the change in water at 100 degrees Celsius

b L marny v R <t o P o TR T




4. the formation of soil
5. how water becomes a gas

6. the effect of ice on lakes

II. Which of the following are related to water or its proper-

ties? How? Base your choice on the information in the

reading.

1. the sun 5. breaking rocks
2. ice 6. evaporation
3. plant roots 7. sand

4. protector of life 8. steam

III. FOR DISCUSSION

1. How important is water? Is it more important than .

food?

2. Do you know of some ways that water is used in in-
dustry?

3. How is ice used in many societies?

4. Do you agree with the title of the reading? Give your

reasons.

1IV. WHAT IS THE EFFECT of the following in matters

related to water?

|




