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The scenes from Meeting His Mother to Taking Revenge

encompass the following story:

After dashing Cheng Ying’s son, Jin'ge, to death, Tu’an Gu
decides to adopt the left baby as his son. Fifteen years later,
the orphan, Zhao Wu, has grown up. Princess Zhuang Ji has
thought all along that the orphan has died, so she has always
lived a miserable life, weeping daily. One day, when Zhao Wu
accompanies Tu’an Gu on a hunting expedition, he runs into
Princess Zhuang Ji. The boy before her reminds her of her own
baby. Knowing that Zhao Wu is Cheng Ying's son, and Tu'an Gu is
his adoptive father, Princess Zhuang Ji leaves in anger.

Zhao Wu is very confused, so when he returns, he asks his father
Cheng Ying about it. Cheng Ying uses an album of paintings to
narrate to him the entire story of the events of fifteen years ago—
how the Zhao family suffered a grave injustice, and how the
cooperation between Gongsun Chujiu and himself saved Zhao Wu
when he was still a baby. Zhao Wu is extremely aggrieved, and

swears to avenge his family. Cheng Ying invites Tu’an Gu to his

home for a banquet, which Wei Jiang and Princess Zhuang Ji also

attend, and Zhao Wu successfully kills Tu’an Gu. In this way, the

Zhao family is avenged.

It’s not difficult to see that the story performed on stage is not
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squarely identical to the events of real history. For example, on
the stage, the background era has been changed to the Ling reign
period from the historical Jing reign period: Duke Ling of Jin was
killed in an event of regicide according to history, while in the play,
he becomes the antagonist who carries out the extermination of the
entire Zhao family; Han Jue, who was a senior general who lived
through five Jin reign periods, in the play becomes a junior general
who commits suicide after allowing the orphan to be spirited away.
Gongsun Chujiu was originally a follower of Zhao Dun, but in the
play becomes an old retired minister of the court; Cheng Ying,
who was a retainer in the household of Zhao Dun, in the play
becomes a country doctor. In a word, the stage version of Revenge
of the Orphan became more and more independent from actual
history through the course of its being continuously processed
and modified in the artistic creation of later generations of master
performers, but its theme and basic style is almost the same as
the original historical story, and so it was widely performed and

enjoyed an enduring reputation.
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Although Cheng Ying has been severely tortured by Wei Jiang,

he is not furious, but happy, because he has finally found a loyal
minister who can seek revenge for the Zhao family. After Cheng
and Wei settle on their plan to eliminate the source of all the evil
for the benefit of everyone, the situation becomes generally clear.
At this point, half the load on Cheng Ying’s mind has been lifted.
The next step is to tell Zhao Wu the truth. How to make this boy.
only fifteen years old, realize clearly his responsibility to avenge
the bloody injustice against his family, and fulfill the earnest
expectations of all his people, is a top priority for Cheng Ying, but

also a tough problem for him.

Living in Tuan Gu’s mansion for fifteen years, Zhao Wu worked
hard on improving both scholastic and martial abilities, and now
has become a young man who has the appearance of having talent.
Tu’an Gu appreciates the boy very much, so he makes much of the
boy’s upbringing and gives him plenty of opportunities, in the hope
that in the future Zhao Wu will become his right-hand man to help

him pursue his selfish interest.

On that day, a group of people go out for hunting. Zhao Wu
bends the bow and shoots two wild geese with one arrow. However,
the dead geese fall down on the mausoleum of the former emperor.

With respect to the dignity of the royal family, Zhao Wu dares not
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intrude to retrieve them. Tuan Gu says, unscrupulously, “You are
my son, why should you worry about that? Never mind the royal
mausoleum; if you wanted to enter even the imperial court, who

would dare to stop you?”

So Zhao Wu gathers his courage to enter the mausoleum to
retrieve the geese, and so unexpectedly meets Princess Zhuang Ji,
who has come to sweep the grave and hold a sacrificial memorial
ceremony. After identifying herself, she initially intends to demand
that Zhao Wu leave. However, seeing that Zhao Wu is of the same
age as her boy who was killed before, the princess’s sadness is
rekindled by the sight, and she laments: “A fifteen-year-old boy! If
my son had not been killed, he would have been fifteen years old,
too. My poor boy, you died too early...”

People will be moved to

tears by the Princess’s longing for her son.

Seeing her sorrow, Zhao Wu comes forward to ask the reason.
The princess tells her story: she originally had a son, but her son
died when he was just a little boy. Otherwise, he would have been
the same age as Zhao Wu. Wiping her tears, the princess asks who
Zhao Wu’s father is. Zhao Wu says that his father is Cheng Ying,
and Tu’an Gu is his adoptive father. Hearing that he is the son of
her personal enemy, the princess furiously drives Zhao Wu out
of the mausoleum. Zhao Wu is very confused at that, so after the
hunting expedition, he comes home and asks Cheng Ying what the

reason might be.

Seeing that the General has returned to the capital, Cheng Ying,
at home in the mansion, knows that the opportunity for revenge

has arrived. He decides to create an album of paintings to narrate




