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FOREWARD

This handbook depicts and describes the world’s principal
aircraft which are in operation or in development; There are
436 types in 20 categories, including fighter, attack aircraft,
bomber, airborne early warning aircraft, anti — submarine air-
craft, electronic countermeasures aircraft, reconnaissance air-
craft, trainer, trunk airliner, regional airliner, agriculture air-
plane, general aviation airplane, helicopter, research and
demonstrator aircraft, RPV and drone, microlight, sailplane
and airship. The handbook outlines all facts of the development
in all Aircraft and the state — of — the — art of Aeronautical Sci-
ence and Technology.

In 1985 and 1991 we published the Concise World”s Air-
craft Handbook, that handbook was favorably recognized by
the readers. Still there are many people writing us for the
handbook. As a result, we decided to compile a new edition.

The Feature of this handbook would be a comprehensive
source of information on all aircraft worthy to be mentioned,
giving a very wide range of facts — such as mission, develop-
ment cvcle, design features, derivatives, production, develop-
ment cost, unit price, power plant, avionics and weapons, and

providing extensive technical data including dimensions,
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weight and performance. Photographs are paired with descrip-
tions. For the important aircraft, three — views are accompa-
nied.

The contents in the front are listed in order of aircraft cat-
egories and manufacturer’s countries according to their English
alphabetic order.

The handbook could be used as a reference to learn the
general descriptions and technical data of covered aircraft. It is
also expected to be useful for aviation enthusiasts who would

like to enrich their knowledge in aviation.
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