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Preface

This collection contains twelve articles originally published in

English. by American scholars whose academic research focuses on.

Chinese Legal History. These articles have been produced in the
past two decades by scholars working in a range of disciplines, in-
cluding law and history. We have selected articles that will offer
Chinese scholars an opportunity to evaluate the methodology , mate-
rials, and themes that their American colleagues use to analyze
- China’s legal heritage. It is our greatest hope that this collection of
translations will contribute to an éngoing international dialogue be-
tween scholars who share an academic interest in the history of Chi-
nese law,

The editors wish to thank several institutions and individuals
who have helped with this project. In par\ticular we want to thank
the Institute of LLaw in the Chinese Academy of Secial Sciences,
" China University of Political Science and L.aw, and the East Asian
Legal Studies Program at Harvard University for supporting our ef-
forts. The research and publication committee at Holy Cross College
and the Chinese Legal Education Committee supplied the funding
for the book’s translation and publication. Professors Liu Hainien,
Director of the Institute of Law, and William Alford, Director of
the East Asian Legal Studies Program at Harvard Law School, de-

serve a special expression of gratitude for their encouragement and

support.

Karen Turner, Gao Hongjun, and He Weifang
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