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I. The People and the Land
They Live in

What is the difference between the British Isles, Britain,
the Uaited Kingdom and England? These terms are so often
confus>d that we had better start by distinguishing then.

The British Isles vonsists of two large islands; one is
called Ireland and the other Britain.

Britain, or Great Britein, is the larger of theze two
islands, and it is divided into three parts: Scotland, Walcs
and England,

The United Kingdom is that part of the British Isles
ruled over by the Queen. It consists of Scotland, Wales and
Ergland  (i.e. the whole of Britain), and also about onc—
sixth of Ireland, the Northern part. The rest of Ireland is
self~governing, as we shall see later.! The full title of 1ihe
United Kingdom is therefore ‘The United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland’.

England is the largest, most populous, and generally
speaking?® the richest section. We English people take this

1. a8 weshall see later: XA as J1EUNMSEIEME, as AXR R IE
MAG T shall see AYF5E XSG BIBO R R DB ENGA, LB £,
Feix LS gt The rest of Irland is self-governing, X R IRA S W, 00508
f311EL. 2. generally speaking: —fEBE8. K24 1T EIE (S B4, 44
F =1 RiENE, $TF “if one may speak in a gencral way”,
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too much for granted,! and tend to use thke words ‘England’
and *Enclish’ when® we mean *Uritain’ and ‘British’. This
somelimes annoys the Scots and the Welsh, The &cols in
particular are very proud of their scparate nationality; they
have their own legel system, and some of their internal
affairs are managed by special Scoitish departments, though
they have no separate Parliament. The Welsh too do not
regard themeelves as English, and have a culture acd cven
a lenguage of their own. There is a Welsh Nationalist end
a Scottish Nationalist party, demanding a measure of inde-
pendence from England, but although they have held scals
in the House of Commons, they are not very strong; znd in
gencral the Scots, the Welsh and the English feel sufficiently
similar to each other to be quite content to form a combined
Parlioment in London.®

With the Irish, the question is more complicated and
much less happy. Ireland became part of the United Kingdom
in 1801, but it soon grew discontenied, and for forty ycars
the ‘Irish Question’ was the greatest headache of the British
Parliament. At last, after much bloodshed, Ireland divided
itsclf into two:* Northern Ireland remaincd loyal to the
Crown (though it has its own Parliament sitting in Belfast®

1. tuke this...for granted: P HXFMBERETEIAUAN. 2. when: %

H., —E5|SHERENG. #1500, #HET aithongh #15H, 3. feel

sufficieatly similae..in London: AN RIBE. RAN TEL AR~ B

LEL2PBIRARE T RER “io be quite content...in London Jy£5 500055,

4. Ireland divided itself into two==Ireland was divided into two 5. Belfast
CURTENRE : BRLEEF, BRI VRWHEE, s o, r
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for internal affairs), and in 1922 the rest of the country
broke away to form an Irish Free State, later called Eire
(proncunced Aira) and now the Republic of Ireland.

The Republic of Ireland is almost entirely Roman Catholics
it does not regard itself as British, and is not now even a
supporicr of the Commenwealth.! Unlike the major Common—
weaith countries it did not lift a fing to help Britain in
the Sccead World War.? It is still discontented, as it resents
the existerice of Northern Ireland, and wants the whule of
Irelond to be a republic,

Are the British people Europeans? This may seem a
strange question to Africans and Asians, who teud to think
of all white men as Europeans. But the British, when they
are in Britain,® do not regard themsclves as Eufopeans. The
Europeans, to them, are those rather excitable foreigners from
the other side of the English Channel, who have never learnt
how to speak English. Europe is ‘the Continent™s a place
full of intercst for British tourists, but also the source of
almost all the wars in which Britain has ever been involved.
Thus, although geographically speaking Britain is a part of
Europe, yet the fact that it is a separate island has made

1. the Commonwealth=the (British) Commonwealth of Nations: ZLRS
Hr. BREDEZHEEMCSMVINSHEERBSMEELR, REFEH R
BHTHEAATRABERE BB XX tmEilmgmm TR, 35
M 1931 S LN AR BT E R T A V R R B R AT HE,

2. it did not... in the Second World War: FEE kR ik, BL2ZRAY
#10h%E, 3. when they are in Baitain: %A (1ESMER (S ENTR1E
FEEIESNE N, NS AXEET) .
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ite people forl very, very inenlar They feel, and in many
ways are, dillerent from the rest of LEurope,® and they
somctinwes annoy contincatal nations hy failing to support
them, or even to understand them, ia time of need.

Where did the British people come fromg This isan

extraordinarily intercsting question, since they are a mixture

lnvacdres Contribution

(iaz cranological order)

Ihorians ?

" Gaels Scottish and Irish race and culture
Celts

[ Biitons FWelsh race and culture
Ronuirs Latin alphabet and civilisation
Arglo-Saxons I'niglish race and language

Soine peculiarities of dialect in Northe

Danes —~
and East England.
£y
Final unification of England. Great ad-
N ministrative progress. English civilisa-
Normans

—_ ; . tion crmanently linked to France
(French spenking) pert y
rather than to Scandinavia. Foundation

of aristocracy.

Fig.1 Origins of the British people: table of invasions

1. insular: E{bmsad)s Wisy, 2. They feel,...are, different from
the rost of Rurope: {13135 kM ATRR, TAEWS K@U Sia,

Foohaid feel I are FHF—Ni%E “aifferent...Europe”,



of many different races, and all these races invaded Britain
at various times from FEurope. Nobody knows very much
about Britain before the Romans came during the first century
B. C., but there had heen at least three invasions before
that. The first of these was by a dark-haired Mediterrancan
race called the Iberians. The other two were by Celtic tribes:
first the Gaels, whose descendants are the modern Scots and
Irish, some of whom still speak the Gaelic language; and
secondly the Britons, who gave their name to the whole
island of Britain. These were the people whom the Romans
conquered, The Romans gave the DBritons a good deal of
their civilisation, but they never settled in Britain in very
large numbers, so the British race survived until the over—
throw of the Roman Empire by the ‘barbarians’, i.e. the
nuwncerous  Germanic fribes which overran the whole of
Western Europe.

There were three great Germanic tribes which invaded
Britain: the Angles, the Saxons and the Jutes; and tegether
they form the basis of the modern English race. The Britons,
as a race, disappeared except in Wales and Cornwall. Many
Welsh people still speak their ‘British’, i.e. Celtic, tongue,
which is called Welsh, In Corawall the language has died
cut, though it can still be recognised in some proper names,
The Angles were so numerous that the country was called
Angle-land, i.e. England, and the Anglo-Saxon language
was Old English: in other words, modern English has descend-
ed directly from it.

v O o



So far' them, we have noted the lberians, two kinds
of Celis, the Remans, and the Gernmianic peoples, which? we
shall call collectively the Saxoms; but the story is by mno
means ended. A few hundred years later a  further invasion
took place from the North-East, that® of the Danes, and
the whole North—-Eastern half of England became for a long
time Danish territory. Finally, and cven more important,

4 The Normans were

there came the great Norman invasion.
‘Neorth-men’, and like the Danes had come originally from
Scardinavia in the North-East; but they had sctiled in part
of Northern France, still known as Normaundy, and adopted
the French language. In the year 1006, Duke William of
Normandy claimed the English throne, and after defeating
and killine the Saxon king Harold at the Battle of Hastings,
ke went on to conquer the whole country, and to merit the
name of® William the Conqueror. He was crowned William
I of England, and the present Qucen is one of his descendants,
The Saxons became a subject® people, and all the most
important notlemen were Normans. English was the language

of the common people and Norman French was the language

1. So for: TEM M., TREESTERE, 2. which: ZEXJL%
F *which peaples”, which {8357 the Germanic, ﬁu,ﬂ E1TFEF the Germanie,
42 peoples, FRK . ER{CAFEER which, REER whom, 3. that: ({3
GBI invasion, 3fAYEY invasion EGEEfriE. 4, there came the great
Nerman  invasion: Z—AFEIHEAA, 5008 cams 7ERIE invasion 257, X4
there, here, now, then ZEIAREMHM, w~x—2F%. 5. and to merit
the name of...: HEIB e, 6.supfect: JEEW. “BE,.FEE
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of the aristocracy, including the King and his rcourt Feen
today, many French expressions occur in traditional ceremonial
language, and a few English people feel proud if they can
prove that tlieir ancestors were Normans, Eventually, however,
the speech of the common people prevailed, and the use of
French died out: but the common people had already absorbed
some of it, and many everyday expressions in English have
a French origin,

There has never been another invasion of Britain in the
900 years since William the Conqueror, so that all the
various elements have had time to settle down and form one
people, As a whole, the British are proud of their diversity,
and like to think that it ha¢ given them a diversity of
qualities which has turned out to their advantage.!

The country they live in, that is, the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, has an area of about
93,000 square miles., This is remarkably small when you
consider its population and its importance in world affairs.

The population of the United Kingdom is about 55,500,000.
It is a very large population for such a small area, and yet
it is very unevenly distributed. About 8,000,000 pecple are
crowded into the London area alone, and most of the rest
live in a few densely populated industrial areas. On the

other hand, there are some quite large tracts of barren, hilly

1, which has ‘turned out to their advantage: which B fFiER di-
versity, has turned out, (458L) Ik, to their advantage, XJilaff) (EEFA)
HFROE,
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country, especially in Nogthern Scoliand, which are almost
unintizbited. The reason for this .« -eoness is that Britain
is meinly an industrial country, ard most of the people live
in leree towsns, Apart from London, there are two towns
containing over a million people each (Birmiagham and
(oo, four with hal{~a—million or more, and over forty

clucrs with more than a hundred thousand people each,
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I1. The Weather

‘Other countries have a climate; in England we have
weather.” This statement, oflen made by Englishmen to deseribe
the peculiar meteorological conditions of their country, 1s
both revealing' and true. It is revealing because in it* we see
the Englishman insisting once again that what happens in
England is not the same as what happens elsewhere; its truth
can be ascertained by any foreigner who stays in the country
for longer than a few days.

In no country other than England, it has been said,
can one experience four seasons in the course of a single
day|® Day may break as a balmy spring morning; an hour
or so later black clouds may have appeared from nowhere!
and the rain may be pouring down. At midday conditions

may be really wintry with the température down by® about

1. revealing: RGEEBINIRE X TEFE, 2. in it: it 38 this statement,
3, In no couniry other than Iingland, it has been said, can one exgerience...
day: ARG EER AL GEE—~RZDERNTEAFNNEL, Hi (1)
no... other than=sexcept.  (2)it has been said: F A%, #BUEAE. @)
can one experience: 1.5%hE can B FEiE one ZH], AW EIYE, XBHTF
HEHTEIW In no country, 4. from nowhere: X8 MW B JL; Z% 3,
nowhere FEIX L2444, &% {rom EYEIE, 5. with the temperature down
by.... BE T . XANGIEETF “with the temperature going down™, by
FIEEFRRTHREDE. :
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eight degrees or more centigrade. And then, in the late
afternoon the sky will clear, the sun will begin to shine,"
and for an hour or two before darkness falls, it will be
summer.

In England one can experience almost every kind of
weather except the most extreme., (Some foreigners, inciden—
tally, seem to be under the impression! that for ten months
of the year the country is covered by & dense blanket of
fog; this is not true.) The snag is that® we never can be
sure when the different types of weather will occur.® Not
only do we get several different sorts of weather in one day,
but ve may very well get a spell of winter in summer and
vice-versa.*t _

ThlS uncertainty about the weather has had a definite
eficct upon the EI":"].IShmc..Il s character; it tends to make him
cautious, for cxampie. The fore1gner may laugh when he
sees the Englishman setting forth on a brzlh:mtly sunny
morning wearing a raincoat and® carrying an umbL elfa, but.

he may well regret® his laughter later in the dayy The

1. seem to be under the impression: fIFEATIX "F:L'I’JET]fai, 1'1}&517-7}&?3,

2. The scag is that..: M GREM)ET o snag -~ PR AR
EOLIRE, BTG ’. 3. we never cam be sure...occur: 1XJI, when 5]%‘:}3{]%@
FI TR NS, be sure EUMER ST RE530E]. 4. Not only...vice-versa,

T E R TS B LA B RS AR R R AR~ LA RNE
SRHERAR AELAREBH-EERORA., (1) T EFERE &YX not
only FEWH ., FrLIGTFER4 B3, F9E we ZArnBishE do, (2) may very

ell: EXJLE “BER” BHER, @) a spell: —[EF, 5. and: 3%
wearing 1 carrying, AXPS4r A R T HBHEGKIE, 6. he may well
regret: MITRVEEE G (S,
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