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Publisher’s Brief Comment

The channels and collaterals in traditional Chinese medicine are considered
to be a specific conducting system of human body, comprising mainly twelve
channels, twelve collaterals, fifteen main collateral of the channels, and eight
extra channels. The main stem of this system is known as channels. Its major
branches are called collaterals and its small branches, tertiary collaterals.
Originating from different visera, all the twelve channels are ramified over
five sense organs,muscls, skin, etc. Being of paramount importance in sustaining
life and treating diseases, the conduction of channels passage is closely
related to the theories of tradit jonal Chinese medicine such as the ascending
and descending of Yin and Yang, the generation and inhibition of five elements
and the circulation of vital energy and blood.

As a collection of relevant materials documented in suchancient Chinese
medical literature as “Canon of Medicine”, “Difficult Classic”, “Aclassic of
Acupuncture Moxibustion”, this at]as is a pictorial depiction of the distribution
of channels and collaterals in the framework of human anatomy. It includes the
ancient picture of channels; the comprehensive ram ification picture of twelve
channels, twelve collaterals and fif teen main collaterals the ramification picture
of eight extra channels; the ramification picture of muscles distributed along the
twelve channels; the cutaneous regions of the twelve channels; the visceral
ramification picture of channeis; the ramification picture of channels over main
head organs; the genital ramifica tion picture of channels: the picture of general
connection between viscera and channe Is; and the ramifica tion picture of channels
in the head.

As an illustration of complete ramification of channel system, this atlaswill
provide valiable reference for the application oftraditional Chinese Med icion
theory in education, research, and clinical practice.
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