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FOREWORD

International researcn on Yi-Burmese (YB) languages has
made much progress in the last decade, Four international
symposia were held one after another in the States and
Sweden, In order to advance YB research end reinforce and
extend the communication between Chinese and overseas schol-
ars, the International Yi-Burmesse Conference was convened
from the Ist through the 5th of August, 1991 in Xichang
City, the Liangshan Autonomous Yi Prefecture, Sichuen Prov-
ince, China,

This conference enjoyad the enthusiastic support of schol-
ars of various countries, Seventeen overseas scholars and ex.
perts, including Prof, J, Matisoff and Prof, J, Edmondson from
the States, Prof, T, Nishida and Prof, S, Yabu from Japan,
and Prof, I.-L, Hansson from Sweden, made wvaluable
presentations at the conference, On the other hand, most of
the major Chinese scholars working on YB languages were also
present, Conference participants generally felt that the event was
a succsss and merked a higher level of YB rassarch in the
international scene,

The present collection of papers is compiled so that mora
people can learn of the situation and rssults of this confer-
ence,

Due to the limitation of spacs, only a portion of the



pepers submitted are published here, The papers here are
arranged eccording to the following categories; phonology,
lexicon, sementics, gremmer, writing systems, genetic affilia-
tion, end others, Within each category, =n alphzbetical order
of the author’s lest name is used,

The members of the editoriel committee for this book ere,
Dai Qingxija, Shi Jinbo, Wu Jingzhong, Yang Yingxin, Xu
Shixuan, Fu Ailan, and Wu Hede,

In meeting the publisher’s deedline, we have to rush
through the editorial work, We do apologize for any unwitting
mistakes,

The Editorial Committee
15 September 1991
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The Status of the 44 Tone in Nosu!

KD - #H¥EMWB (David Bradley)

(B EFAER 44 BEA LR —NEE, BEZFEER
HIBRS, FRAORE: (1) BIRSHISHE, (DEEPHURE
Htt—LaRamhUIK 2t WzhE., R TIFHIREE,
AJGEHEH 44 BRE=ZRRAVR T ZMABENE: REENS
W/REER, AWRE, %,

ABSTRACT
The 44 tone of Nosu is essentially a'sandhi tone, most fre-
quent in the“standard” Shengzha local variety and derived
by two regular and partly productive processes: from a 33
tone immediately preceded or followed by another 33
tone, and from a 21 tone in a verbal element with redu-
plication and in various other syntactic environments.
This paper describes the two processes and three examples
of the development of paradigms resulting from these and
other proccsses; verb/adjectives of extent, promouns and

numbers,



0. Introduction

Comparative linguistic evidence indicates that the 44 tone of
Nosu? is secondary, It is essentially a sandhi tone, most
frequent in the “standerd” Shengzha Iocal variety and derived
by two reguler and partly productive processes; from a 33
tone immediately preceded or followed by another 33 tone,
and from a 21 tone in a verbal element with reduplication and
in various other syntactic environments, This paper describes
the two processes and three examples of the development of
paradigms resulting from these and other processes; verb/
adjectives of extent, pronouns and numbers,

1. Phonology of Nosu
In the “standard” Shengzha variety of Nosu, the 44 tone
frequently has slight creakiness in phonation, and varies some-
what between a completely level tone and one with a slight rise or
rise-fall; for this reason some studies have described it as a
34 tone, The other tones of the Shengzha local variety are
55, 33 and 21; these all occur with normal phonation with
the eight syllabics of Nosu, With the two nonvowel syllabics
u y there is also a contrasting strongly creaky 33 tome,®

The syllabics* are i [i] ie [€] ala] uo[o] o [0] e [w]
u CB] v[z], There are forty-four contrasting initial consonants
- as shown in Table 1, with initial glottal stop occurring in
all syllables without one of these forty-four, Every syllable has
one of these initials (or glottal stop), plus asyllabic and



a

tono; there ere no finel consonents,

1

4

I gratefully acknowledge the assistance of the Australian Research
Grants Scheme (Function Forms in Language) and of the Sichuan
Nationality Affairs Commission; also of a large number of Nosu
linguists and other native speakers who have assisted me duting
my visits in 1984, 1988 and 1990, The remaining errors are solely
my responsibifity,

Nosu s officially ;:onsidcrcd as the ‘Northern® dialect of thelanguage
of the Yi{ nationality, spoken in Sichuan and some parts of north-
western Yunnan provinces Iin China by over two million people,
In fact the so-called "dialect are not mutually intelligible, though
Nosu s quite close to ‘Eastern* Y1 or Nasu of Guizhou and
northeastern Yunnan provinces with another million speakers, For
more detalls see Bradley (1979, 1987, 1990), Tones are described
in this paper using the tone numbers of Chao (1930); 5 represents
the top of the pitch range and 1 the bottom, so for example a
44 tone s a higher-mid level tone,

This creakiness is here indicated by an underline, as is conventional
In Chinese phonetic data,

These and the consonants are here transcribed using the official
romanisation; the actual orthography is a syllabic system which
uses characters derived from the traditional Nosu pictographic
system, The syllabic 4 is normally a voiced bilabial trill after
oral stop consonants and a bilabial fricative syllabic after other
consonants in most varieties of Nosu, The apical fricative syllabic
y is retroflex after a preceding retrofiex consonant, and otherwise
nonretrofiex; In some varieties (but not the ‘standard’ Shengzha)
there {s a contrast between a rounded and a spread apical syllabic
fricative,



