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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

~

While people have come to understand
further the importance of land and energy
savings, safegard of living environment and
full use of building material resource, they’
ve shifted their attention to an old and primi-
tive building material — earth and .its- build-
ing style— artificial caves. Both domestic
and foreign architects have started a compre-
hensive study on the experience of earth archi-
tecture, subterranean and earth—sheltered
houses. Having a widely distributed rich
resource of clay, China enjoys a long history
of earth construction and utilization and the
building of cave dwellings, from which many
experiences should be summarized; at the
same time many research results from
foreign countries could be used for reference.
Prof. Gideon S. Golany from the
Pennsylvania State University, USA is a
distinguished scholar in the field of
earth—sheltered houses and has been to
China several times to study the cave dwel-
lings. Here one of his main books
Earth—Sheltered Habitat: History, Architec-
ture and Urban Design is translated and



published by CBIP, which introduces to the
Chinese readers the research results of
earth—sheltered habitat. This book is
primarly explaining how to design a home
below ground to meet our modern standards
and norms. Prof. Golany is also using the
ancient experience and knowledge in con-
structing such dwellings.

China Building Industry Press is grateful
to the original publisher — Van Nostrand
Reinhold, and the author Prof. Golany for
their valuable help in the publication of the
Chinese version of the book.

China Building Industry Press
November 1986
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