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FOREWORD

Disaster Medicine is a complicated., multidisciplinary health science closely
related to but quite different from Emergency Medicine. It deals with the health
consequences of such natural calamities as earthquake, flood, typhoon,
avalanches, mud-rock flows, volcanic eruptions, locust invasion, etc., and of
such man-made disasters as traffic accidents, chemical intoxication and radioac-
tive pollution, environmental upheavals, epidemics and conflicts. Research in
and the application of disaster medicine thus concern a wide range of related sub-
jects and disciplines.

Because disasters will cause great losses of life and property, with suffering
and damaging effects on society, the economy and production, the United Na-
tions has proposed the last decade of this century as the International Decade for
Natural Disaster Reduction. To increase understanding and emphasize the im-
portance of disaster preparedness and mitigation among the people, the Chinese
International Disaster Reducing Decade Congress was organized by the People’s
Republic of China in 1989. The publication of this book on Disaster Medicine
aims at meeting the needs of preventing and reducing disaster. This work sys-
tematically carries theory into practice, from prevention, forecast to practical e-
mergency services. To date there has not been such a publication concerning dis-
aster medicine in China; this book is the first to fill that gap and popularize the

knowledge and management of disaster health matters in this vast country.
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BRIEF INTRODUCTION TO Dr. S. WILLAM A. GUNN

Dr. S. William A. Gunn, MS, FRCS (C), is a sentor international health official
with particular involvement in disaster medicine. For many years he was Head of
the Global Emergency Relief Operations of the World Health Organization and
led official emergency missions to many countries stricken by natural calamities
and wars. He took part in the important WHO study on the Effects of Nuclear
War on Health and Health Services and compiled the WHO Emergency Health
Kit. With over 100 scientific publications, he is co-editor of the book Refugee
Community Health Care and author of the Multilingual Dictionary of Disaster

Medicine and Emergency Relief. Dr. Gunn has conducted many training courses in

disaster preparedness and relief management and is the Scientific Director of CE-
MEC.

A precursor in establishing Disaster Medicine as a discipline, William Gunn
is Vice-President and Co-ordinator of the European Centre for Disaster Medicine ,
President of the World Association for Emergency and Disaster Medicine, Presi-
dent of the Mediterranean Burns Club and President of the WHO Medical Soci-
ety. As Commissioner on the Greater London Area War Risk Study, he was an edi-
tor of the massive report London Under Attack, which has been translated into
ltalian as Attacco alla citta. A member of the Faculty of Medicine of the Univer-
sity of British Columbia, Dr. Gunn is a Fellow of the Royal College of Surgeons
and of the Royal Anthropological institute. He is on the Editorial Boards of UN-
DRO, Prehospital and Disaster Medicine, Annals of NBC and the International
journal of Civil Defense, and is Consultant to the United Nations.

Dr. Gunn is the Honorary Chief Editor of this book —— Disaster Medicine.
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