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Section 1

Directions: In this part, you’ ll hear 3 short passages.
Each pasasge will be read twice. As you listen, fill in the

blanks with function words.

Passagé 1

-

If you have only just started teaching, you may feel
that the activities are rather complicated and difficult to han-
dle. In actual fact, once the activity is running, the task of
the teacher is very small; it is the students who do most of
the work., Your real work is before. the activity begins.
Make sure that you understand exactly what the situation is
and what the students will have to do. Read through the
-teacher’s notes for the activity and make your own notes of
what you have to do and the sequence of the role card num-
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bers. Have the notes near you during the lesson. The most
important thing is to make sure that the students understand
what they have to do. If this is clear and you tell the stu-
dents their next card numbers as they finish each letter, the
activity should run without any problems.

The first time you do one of the activities you may find
that it does not go entirely as planned. Don’t worry. This
does not mean that the students have wasted their time.
They can benefit from the experience of having to work out
what to do. Don’t give up! The next one you do will be bet-
ter as you and the students get more practice and you will
soon find that the activities become a very valuable part of

your course.
Passage 2

Metals market analysts are keeping a careful watch on
statistics emerging from China because some believe that the
country might well return as a big buyer this year.

Persistent rumours already suggest that the Chinese are
looking for between, 50,000 and 100,000 tonnes of copper
in 1992. That would have a substantial impact on the pre-
dicted supply' surplus-forecast to be between 100, 000 and
200,000 tonnes.

China’s total copper imports were only 40,251 tonnes
last year, but Codelco, Chile’s state-owned producer, said
it sold 15,000 tonnes to China in February.
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Traders suggest that imports are not, however, con-
fined to refined metal. The Chinese have also bought copper
scrap, bister and concentrates. |

Copper has been in short supply in China for a number
of years now as none of its mines are very substantial.

Geologists have recently discovered six large copper de-
posits but some observers believe that the country will not
be self-sufficient in copper until—— the end of the decade
and could become increasingly important as an importer.

Other metals are also likely to feel the impact of

China’s recent dramatic economic growth.
Passage 3

Do you hate commuting to work? Perhaps you won’t
always have to. A study of 521 American corporations says
that telecommuting is one of the flexible work arrangements
these companies are most likely to consider in the future. At
present 26, 8 million peeple-about 20 per cent of the Ameri-
can labour force——work at least part of ;the time at home.

Computers, fax machines and electronic ‘mail services
mean many tasks can be done outside the office, either at
home, on the road, or in the field, Telecommuting allows.
both corporate employees and sel_f-e-mp‘loy_ed contract work-
ers to more flexible about where they work.-Now people can
keep in contact with the business world without going to the
office every day..
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Management can use these flexible workplace arrange-
ments to solve a number of problems in the business world.
Companies can compete for employees by offering them
workplace alternatives. Management can hire workers who
live too far away to commute. Executives can work at home
when tasks demand concentration. Travelling employees can
obtain support from their offices. Baby boomers can be with
their families and still do overtime by using home offices.
Corporations can contribute to clean air goals by using

telecommuting to help cut down on commuter traffic. -
Section 2

Directions: In this part, you’ Il hear 3 short talks. Each
talk will be read twice. As you listen, please fill in the

blanks with information words.
Passage 1

From the very beginning Ford paid his workers higher
wages than any other automobile manufacturer. He reduced
the working day from nine to eight hours, paid his workers
at least five dollars a day (the average wage in the automo-
bile industry at that time was $ 2. 40 for a nine hour day)
and distributed ten million dollars a year to them in extra
payments for good work or suggestions for improvements in
methods of production. Workers came to his factories from
all over the country. Newspaper writers asked Ford to ex-
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plain his methods of organization to them. Businessmen and
experts in the field of economics were afraid that Ford’ s
high wages and short working hours would ruin other facto-
ry owners who could not follow his example. But Ford con-
tinued his plans, saying it was better to make millions of
families happy with a new car than to use profits to make

only a very few stockholders rich.
Passage 2

What’t the best way to carry money safely while you’
re traveling? There are three pgs;sibil'ities-personal checks
 from your country, travelers checks and and credit cards.
Some American banks accept foreign checks su¢h as Eu-
rocheques; the problem is that only. those banks that. are
used to dealing with foreigners will know what Eurocheques
are. | _

It may be more convenient to carry travelers checks,
which are insured against loss.. They should be in dollars,
because only a few banks do much business in foreign cur-
rencies. If your checks aren’t in dollars, it may take you a
long time to find a bank that will exchange them. You can
use travelers checks almost anywhere-in restaurants, stores
or ticket offices-without having to go to a bank.
| Americans would say the best way to carry money is to
have a major credit card like Visa, Master Card or American

Express.
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Of course you can’t get along without cash, but you

don’t need to carry much with you.
Passage 3

Many Americans are worried about their public
schools. They see serious problems of violence, and failure.
They see too many children who never learn to read or write
properly, too few college graduates who can speak a foreign
language, and too many teachers who cannot spell. |

But it is easy to forget the great successes of American
education. Its best universities are among the best any-
whete. American philasophers and economists are world fa-
mous. and American scientists win more than their share of
Nobel prizes. But perhaps most important of all is that
American education’ never stops. If seventy-two-year-old
Myra Katzman wants to learn creative story-writing, or I-
talian art. or chess, she can go to her nearest college and
take a course in it. And millions of Mysar are doing- just
that. '

Section 3

Directions; In this part, you’ Il hear 4 passages. Each

passage will be read 3 times. Listen to it for the first time

and try to get the main idea. Then, try to write down the key

words on a pz'ec;e of paper when you listen to it for the second

time. At last, you’ll have a chance to listen to the passage a-
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gain and check your notes.
Passage 1

There are two main kinds of long distance-calls; dial-di-

rect and operator-assisted. You can direct dial calls in most

parts of the U.S. . Look in the white pages directory for

long distance rates or for more information on making long

distance calls. Or you can call the operator for help. If you

need a phone number that’s not in your phone book, call

Directory Assistance.

To make a long distance call, you’ll need to know the

three- digit area code. Dial 1 plus the area code plus the

number, and an operator or a computer voice will tell you

how much money to deposit. On operatorassisted calls, the

operator will ask you to deposit more money before your

time is up. On dial-direct calls, you’ll be cut off at the end

of the time you paid for unless you put more money in the

slot.

Passage 2

Gershwin was born in New York City in 1898, the sec-

ond of four children. His father had come to America in

1895 from St. Petersburg, the-old capital of Russia. During

Gershwin’ s childhood his father tried many different busi-

nesses. Some of these were successful and some were not.

The family moved more than twenty-five times during
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George’ s childhood, but they always had a comfortable

place to live. In spitc of the father’s business troubles, the

Gershwins always seemed to have what they needed, and

they were even able to enjoy such luxuries as music lessons.

As a boy George was restless, energetic and " stubborn.

He did not particularly like schoo! and he was often in trou-

ble. He enjoyed street games instead. He pretended to agree

with his friends that music was silly, but he really loved to

hear it. His interest in Negro”spirituals and " jazz began

when he was a young boy. He particulary liked to listen to

the jazz music of a man named Jim Europe, who had a band.

Passage 3

The story of Franklin’s *kite is known everywhere.

he had been experimenting with electricity, and in 1751 had

published a paper saying that electricity and lightning were

the same thing. Both were bright, both were the same yel-

low color, both made a noise, both made *crooked flash-

es, and both would pass through metal.

In order to test his claim, he and his son took a kite

made of silk (because it is stronger than paper), and added

a long wire to the top and a piece of silk to the end of the

string with which he controlled the kite. A metal key was

hung where the silk and string met. They flew the kite up

into a thunderstorm, keeping themselves dry under a roof.

When the kite reached the storm clouds, Franklin noticed
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that all the loose parts of his string began to stand up and

shake. When the kite touched lightning, ‘a spark ran down

the string to the key; a rush of electric sparks began to ap-

pear on the key. As the string became wetter the sparks

came faster. They were sparks of electricity. Lightning was

indeed electricity.

Passage 4

You might expect people who work so hard to really re-

lax when their work is done. But Americans take even their

free time seriously. Almost everything they do,even on va-

cation, seems to have a goal. If they exercise, it is because

they want to be healthier, or to get fit. If they go to a con-

cert or to the theater. It is because they feel that culture and

the arts are good for their minds. If they play a ballgame, it

is because they want to win. “I used to think that winning

was important. Now 1T think it’s everything. ” said one well-

LN B r

known athlete.

Maybe this is the reason why Americans watch so much

television. No one could say that most of the popular pro-

grams have serious goal. Perhaps it’s a good thing. After

all, everyone needs to relax sometime,

Section 4

Directions: In this part, you’ll hear 5 passages. Each of
them will be read three times in order that you can (1) under-
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stand the passage, (2) fill in the missing parts and (3)

check what you hauve written.

Passage 1

How do psychologists measure shyness? One way is by

observation, They keep detailed records of people’s actions,

like how often these people speak to others, or how long it

takes someone to say Hello to a stranger. Another way to

measure shyness is to ask people questions. The test only

takes about ten minutes. It asks question like: do you like

going out a lot? and do you have many friends? People must

answer either ves or no, These questions can predict how

people actually behave in social situations. Suppose the test

tells you that someone is shy, chances are good that that

person will act shy. When scientists measure shyness, they

are really comparing dégrees of shyness. In other words,

when researchers say people are shy, they really mean they

are more shy than others.

Passage 2

How do you go about finding a place to stay? Well,

plenty of hotels advertise at airports. If you arrive by train

or car, probably the best thing to do is look in the Yellow

Pages under Hotel, Motel or Lodging. You can start by

comparing the services offered in their ads. In any case,

you’ !l have to call them and see if they have the kind of
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room you’re looking for.

Places to stay may be called hotels, motels or motor

motor hotel,inn, lodges or resorts. These are all similar,

Motels have plenty of parking spéce and are usually near a

freeway or highway. Inns are usually like motels. Lodges

and resorts, or resort hotels, are in the mountains, on the

coast, or near lakes.

Passage 3

When driving in the U. S, it’s'a good idea to have an

international drivers”’ license if you don’t have a state li-

cense. Each of the fifty states has its own traffic laws.
Drivers are expected to know and understand the laws even

if they don’t live in state. Get informatién when-you cross

the botder into a state'at a tourist information center;-

There is a national speed limit of 55 miles per hour, or

about 80 kilometers per hour. Ameritans usually:start and

stop slowly and are -gerierally- polite ‘about letting cars enter

busy streets. They usually stop for people who are walking
to let them cross the street. In many states you may turn

right after stopping at a corner, even if there is a red light.

On some roads: there may be a minimum speed.

Passage 4

Americans are glad to know that they are there. They
like to feel that their country is respected by the rest of the
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world, and they are afraid of appearing weak. They like a

President. who takes strong action to protect Americans

abroad. But at the same time, Americans do not like to see

their soldiers actually fighting. The Vietnam War is still a

painful memory for many people. -

Some nations make heroes of their soldiers and sailors,

and love to see them march in colorful uniforms, But Ameri-

can soldiers usually stay out of sight on great public occa-

sions. The parades on the Fourth of July, the U.S. A.’s in-

dependence day, are organized by the town, not by the

army. After all, life in the army is a serious business.
Paséage S

Americans talk with pride of their government and in-~

stitutions. They seem certain that they have more freedom,

better laws, stronger leaders, and more open, honest news-

papers than anywhere else in the world. But even the most

patriotic Americans have a few doubts. -Education is one

problem area and so is the law. There are not enough clever

tecahers, and too many clever lawyers. .

Americans feel confident that they know what is going
on, and that they can change things that don’t work. A bad

President can be voted out. A bad doctor can be taken to

court A bad soldier can be punished. It may be this that

gives them so much confidence in their system. Of course

things go wrong, as they do everywhere else in the world,
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but at least people feel that they can do something about it.

I M EHILFR

Directions; I'n this section you will hear 50 short conversa-
tions. At the end of each conversation, -a question will be
asked about what was said. Each conversation and question
will be spoken only once. After each question there will be a
pause. During the pause, you must read the four suggested
answers marked A, B, C and D,and decide which ts the best
answer. :

1. M; Hello, Mary, It’ s Tony Stevens. here. How are
things? |

W :Not too bad. The meeting will be here.in Blrrmngham
at 11:15 on the 14th in the Rose Hotel, We still have
six days. ST

Q : When did this conversation most probably take place?

(B) S -

2.M: Do you mean the Rose Hotel or the White Rose
Restaurant opposite the park?

" W :The one opposite the park. I’ ve never heard of the
Rose Hotel. Now you’ ve.got the time. rights 7130.
Okay? ‘ LT

Q :Where will the two speakers meet? (D)

3. M ; Sit down please. This is much more comfortable. I
think women look terrible standing at the bar.

W :Really? I don’t think so. Anyway, cheers!
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