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Explanatory Notes

1. The purpose of this course is to provide a text
for foreigners wishing to learn elementary Chinese. It
can be used either as a classroom text, or by students
working on their own. After completion of the course,
the student should be capable of taking part in everyday
Conversation and, with the help of dictionaries and
other reference books,understand simple articles and
easy readers in Chinese.
© 2. The aim of the course is to develop the student’s
ability to use the language in pactice. Book One stresses
the teaching of basic knowledge and skills, while in
“Book Two the emphasis is on developing the student’s
reading ability.

3. The two books comprise 50 lessons, and can be
completed in approximately 300 one-hour study periods.
Each lesson is made up of a dialogue, a text, sentence
patterns and constructions, new words, grammar (in
Book One only), notes and exercises. Although the two
books are related, they can nevertheless be used
independently of one another.

4. No attempt has been made to give a comprehensive
or systematic account of Chinese grammar; only essential

points have been introduced. To ease the task for the
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learner, brief notes have been given to the more
difficult words and expressions occurring in the dialogues .
and texts. Moreover, notes contrasting Chinese with
English have been added where necessary with a view
to facilitating the student’s understanding of the Chinese
language. The classification of Chinese sentence patteras
is a rather complicated question. The patterns listed in
this course are solely for the learner’s reference.

5. The course was written by Zhao Xianzhou and
Li Wenqi, and was translated by Li Dong, who also
wrote the contrastive notes. Professor Zhang Peiheng,
Vice-Dean of the Chinese Department of Fudan University
and Associate Professor Xu Baohua, Deputy-Director
of the Language and Literature Research Institute of
Fudan University read through the Chinese text, the
corrections being made by Associate Professor Xu. Mr.
Fang Jiaju of the Shanghai Foreign Language Institute
read the English text and made several improvements.

6. We would like to express our indebtedness to
the many authors whose works have been of invaluable

help to us.

The Compilers

Shanghai Foreign Language [nstitute
April 1982
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