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A Midsummer Nights Dream

SCENE — ATHENS, and a wood near it.
ACT I
SCENE 1 - Athens. The palace of THESEUS.

Lrnter  THrsEUS, HIPPOLYTA, PHILOSTRATE, and
ATTENDANTS. ]

THESEUS. Now, fair Hippolyta, our nuptial hour
Draws on apace; {four happy days bring in
Another moon: but, O, methinks, how slow
This old moon wanes! She lingers my desires,

Like to a step-dame, or a dowager,
Long withering out a young man’s revenue.

HiproLYTA. Four days will quickly steep themselves.
in night; |
Four nights will quickly dream away the (ime;
And then the moon, like to a silver bow
New-bent in heaven, shall behold the night
Of our soiemnities.

THESEUS. Go, Philostrate,

Stir up the Athenian youth to merriments;
Awake the pert and nimble spirit of mirth:
Turn meclancholy forth to funerals;
The pale companion is not for our pomp.
[Exit PHILOS TRATE.
Hippolyta, | woo’d thee with my sword,
And won thy love, doing thee injuries;
But 1 will wed thee in another key,
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i (B—FE—1

1 kRIp—ZoALTHE, NNBHRALESTENH L
B AR B EE THHmTF: Now, fair | Hip pé | 1y
ta | our nup | tial hoéur |

3 methinks: it scems to me

4 lingers: makes to linger, delays

5 like to: like. dowager: FRE#EHEO A, Bk
B HFERRARE. CRELRECEE,

6 withering out: causing to dwindle. revenue: Uf
Ao

11 solemnities: celebrations, ceremony, wedding.

13 pert: lively

15 companion: fellow. pomp: splendid ceremony.

16 thee: [HB itk ¥ A B ERIF thou AT,
X BHR thee REREE. |

~ 16-17 Theseus ik HfEIR B 530K, 286 T 4 & Hip-

polyta, SRGmibkZN,

18 key: #if; M,
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4 ACT I SCENE 1

With pomp, with triumph and with reveling,

Enter EGEUS, HERMIA, LYSANDER, and DEMETRIUS,]
EGEUS, Happy be Theseus, our renowned duke!
THESEUS, Thanks, good Egeus: what ’s the news with

thee?

EGEUS. Full of vexation come I, with complaint

Against my child, my daughter Hermia.

Stand forth, Demetrius. My noble lord,

This man hath my consent to marry her.

Stand forth, Lysander; and, my gracious duke,
This man hath bewitch’d the bosom of my child:
Thou, thou, Lysander, thou hast given her rhymes,
And interchanged love-tokens with my child:

Thou hast by moonlight at her window sung,
With feigning voice, verses of feigning love;

And stolen the impression of her fantasy

With bracelets of thy hair, rings, gawds, conceits,
Knacks, trifles, nossgays, sweetmeats, messengers
Of strong prevailment in unharden’d youth:

With cunning hast thou filch’'d my daughter’s
heart;

Turn’d her obedience, which is due to me,

To stubborn harshness: and, my gracious duke,

Be it so she will not here before your Grace
Consent to marry with Demetrius,

I beg the ancient privilege of Athens,

As she is mine, I may dispose of her:

Which shall be either to this gentleman

Or to her death, according to our law
Immediately provided in that case,

THESEUS. What say you, Hermia? be advised, fair

maid;
To you your father should be as a god;
One that composed your beauties; yea, and one

-»



A MIDSUMMER NIGHT'S DREAM

19 triumph: public rejoicing.

21 Theseus & Egeus i thee, HGEHR K, B
;0% 3,

27 bosom: heart.

28 ;xHBE Egeus ¥ Lysander X#fy/hEHLE, X E A
A, KA you, (B—¥B T =4 thou, ERRHRUE.

32 stolen the impression of Ler fantasy: craftily
impressed yourself on her fancy.

33 gawds: playthings, toys. conceits: fancy things,
trinkets,

34 Knacks: knick-knacks.

35 prevailment: power., unharden’d: inexperienced.

39 Be it so: if it be so that. your Grace: X A(X L
BHEK),

41 beg the privilege: take leave to exercise the
right.

42 dispose of: 4&F.,

43 to: delivering her to.

45 Immediately: expressly, H X (B RIF).

46 be advised: take good advice,¥iE,

48 composed: fashioned, produced. beauties, |Hi#il
RALATRMEKER. vea [jei]: yes.




