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A BRIEF INTRODUCTION OF “ENCYCLOPAEDIA OF CHINESE
COUNTIES”

Co-edited by the Ministry of Civil Affairs and the Ministry of Construction of the
People’s Republic of China in co-operation with its 30 provinces (not including Taiwan
Province), autonomous regions and municipalities directly under the central government
(hereinafter referred to as municipality) “Encyclopaedia of Chinese Counties” is the first
full-length reference book since the beginning of Chinese history which represents comprehen-
sively and systematically the general conditions of nearly 2,200 county-level administrative
divisions (not including the districts administrated by cities) on the mainland of China. It's
also the first reference document to State of the Government Message edited by government
departments with a nature of local chronicals data base.

Started from Spring-Autumn Period (770 BC--476BC), the county system of China has a
history of over 2,600 years up to date. Since it came to a comparatively ripe pattern under the
government of China’s first emperor--Qinshihuang (221 BC--206BC), counties have always
been a fundamental administrative unit in China. There are nearly 2,200 counties (county-
level cities) in China now, which cover over 90% of the total area of China, and a population
of over 709% of the total population of China, producing about 45% of the total agricultural
and industrial output value of China. As fundamental geographical units in socialist China’s
administrative management and economic activities, these county-level administrative areas
are the prop in economic, social and cultural life, and in a crucial position in linking up the
proceeding and the following in such aspects as national economy, social politics and culture
and arts. The counties also play a significant role in promoting the economic development in
the countryside and industralization progress as well. It may be not exaggeration that, the
stability and development of the county-level administrative divisions forms the basis of
China’s political stability, social progress and economic prosperity. Yet, due to kinds of
causes, no comprehensive series systematically introducing Chinese counties has come into
publication, which can hardly satisfy the imperative needs of up from the central government
officials down to the numerous common cadres and the broad masses to grasp the general
situations of the county-level administrative areas. For this reason, the Civil Affairs Ministry
and Construction Ministry co-edited and published the series of “Encyclopaedia of Chinese
Counties”.

Devising the way of entries, with one county-level administrative area as an entry,
“Encyclopaedia of Chinese Counties” comprises 5 parts:1. Survey of administrative areas,
which includes the geographical position, the evolution of the systems of adminstrative areas,
division of administrative areas, population and area; 2. Natural geographical situations, in
which topography, configuration, climate, hydrology, natural sources, and natural disasters
are explained; 3. Survey of economic development, which deals with agriculture, industry,
traffic and transportation, post and telecommunication, commerce and trade, tourism,
finance and monetary and local products; 4. Survey of social development, touching upon such
issues as culture and arts, customs of minor nationalities, education, technology, medical care
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and public health, broadcasting and TV, sports and social security; 5. Introduction of the main
cities and towns, which stresses upon the construction, including geographical position, area,
population, roads in the city, water supply and drainage, supply of electric power and heat,
post and telecommunication and other public services, as well as inhabitant dwellings and
gardern plantation and environment protection. .

. “Encyclopaedia of Chinese Counties” records 2,182 county-level administrative divisions:
1,723 counties, 121 autonomous counties, 51 banners, 3 autonomous banners, 3 special districts,
1 agri-industrial district, 1 forest district, and 279 county-level cities (not including 651
districts under city governments), entered in the order arranged in the administrative areas
division of the People’s Republic of China. About 10,000 words are applied in describing a
county-level administrative area, together with the general surveys of provinces, autonomous
regions, and municipalities, the book contains nearly 22 million words. “Encyclopaedia” is
composed of 6 volumes denoting 6 regions: North, Northeast, East, Mid-South, Southwest,
and Northwest. In the North Volume, 243 counties, 6 autonomous counties, 51 banners, 3
autonomous banners and 33 county-level cities all together 336 county-level administrative
areas in Beijing and Tianjin municipalities, Hebei, Shanxi provinces and Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region are described. The Northeast Volume covers 154 county-level adminis-
trative areas— 103 counties, 14 autonomous counties, 37 county-level cities in Liaoning, Jilin
and Heilongjiang provinces. The East Volume reports about 459 county-level administrative
areas including 376 counties, ! autonomous county, 83 county-level cities in Shanghai

Municipality, Jiangsu, Zhejiang, Anhui, Fujian, Jiangxi and Shandong provinces. The Mid-
- South Volume deals with 462 county-level administrative areas(366 counties, 32 autonomous
counties, 1 forest district, and 63 county-level cities) in Henan, Hubei, Hunan, Guangdong and
Hainan provinces and Guangxi Zhuang Nationality Autonomous Region. The Southwest
Volume reveals the situation of 461 county-level administrative areas (380 counties, 48
autonomous counties, 1 agri-industrial district, 3 special districts and 29 county-level cities) in
Sichuan, Guizhou, Yunnan provinces and Tibet Autonomous Region. The Northeast Volume
describes about 310 county-level administrative areas (256 counties, 20 autonomous counties,
and 34 county-level cities) in Shanxi, Gansu, Qinghai provinces and Ningxia Hui Nationality
Autonomous Region and Xinjiang Uygur Nationality Autonomous Region.
~Involving politics, economy, society as well as natural conditions of the depicted areas,
“Encyclopaedia of Chinese counties” is a quite comprehensive and systematic project.
Strengthening the leadership and carefully organizing is the key prerequisite for the publica-
tion of the series. An Editor-in-chief Committee was set up particularly for the “Ency-
clopaedia”, with Mr. Cui Naifu, Minister of Civil Affairs as the director of the Committee,
vice-minister of the Construction Ministry in charge and vice-governors of the province-level
departments as deputy-directors, and all those officials at province-level directly responsible
for the book as members of the Committee. Under the Committee, consisting of China
Association of Administrative Divisions, Chinese Society for Urban Studies and China Social
Press, an editorial board took charge of the daily routine. All the provinces, autonomous
regions and municipalities had their own editorial committees, while many prefecture-level
administrative areas also set up correspondent teams. Every county-level administrative area
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had a major official in charge of the work, and certain persons were assigned to compose
parts of the book.

In order to publish the book in the shortest time, the major leaders of Civil Affairs
Ministry and Construction Ministry directed in person the compiling of the full-length
reference book. Officials in charge of all levels also took part in and directed compiling and
checking the book. With the support and help of all walks of life, on the basis of collaboration
of numerous scholars and specialists, and through the arduous efforts of the thousands of
writers, “Encyclopaedia of Chinese Counties” are finally completed, whose content covers all
aspects of the county-level administrative areas both in the ancient time and present days.
The accomplishment combines in itself natural sciences and social sciences, making itself a
new precious cultural wehlth in China’s voluminous historical chronicles heritage. On account
of its significant meanings, the book is included as a key project in the field of news and press
in China’s eighth five-year plan. :

Compared with a common reference book, “Encyclopaedia” carries the following fea-
tures: 1. numerous participants. A primary estimate shew that almost 10,000 people participat-
ed in the composing, checking, editing and publishing work. The book is really a crystalliza-
tion of collective wisdom, and the fruit of the theoreticians and practists’ cooperation. 2.
authority. The book is the first of its kind compiled by government departments since the
founding of the People’s Republic of China which summerizes the general situations of
county-level administrative areas. Down from the county officials up to leaders of depart-
ments under the State Council, all directed personally the commpiling and publishing work,
giving good chance for local governments to show their own will. 3. accuracy and economy.
The draft was first gone over at the county-level, then gone over again at the prefecture and
province level, and finally checked by the Editor-in-chief Committee. At every level, the staff
members, specialists and officials in charge checked the content carefully to assure the
accuracy. With respect to statistics, stresses were put upon comparability by adopting the
“figures from the State’s statistics department in 1990, thus making it convenient to undergo
horizontal comparison.

Carrying abundant information which is detailed and accurate, “Encyclopaedia” is an
elegantly compact and practical scientific achievement. Through omnibearing introduction of
the counties’ conditions at multiangles, the work represents fully both the development trace
of China’s county-level administrative divisions in history and their present realistic situa-
tions, enabling the readers to obtain a general view and understanding about China'’s counties
(county-level cities) before the year of 1990. The publication of “Encyclopaedia” will be not
only helpful for promoting the open-door policy by introducing Chinese realities to all walks
of life both in China and abroad, but also significant for the central and local governments
to stipulate and implement their disciplines, policies and social economic development
strategy, as well as to carry out national land planning, study of administrative division
strategy, city, and town system planning, prefecture pianning, county planning and industry
planning. It will also offer reliable scientific basis and solid comprehensive data for strength-
ening the economic and cultural communication and promoting horizontal linking between
different districts and between cities and the countryside.
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