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- Why Dow t Girls Think Like Boys?

Do vou beiieve that only boys do well in sciences Does
it seem 1o you that girls have better vocabularies than
boyse ! In your opinion,? are boys befter ati® building
thingse If vour answer to each of those questions is“Yes,”
you are right,according to an article in Current Science,*
There are exceptions,but here are the facts,

On the average,® males

score higher on tesis that
measure mathematical
reasoning, mechanical
ability ,and problem-sol-
ving skills, Females sh-
ow superior ability in
tests measuring vocabul-.
ary,spelling ,and. memory.
But these differences will
probably not always ex-

ist.In the future, a

person’s abilities may

The baby, while seated
on its mother’'s lap,
“Nothing is impossible was tested by psychologists
for a person {0 be or do,”s

noi be determined by

sex,As one scientist says,

In several recent studies,young babies have been obser-

ved and tested to discover how different abilities are

e ] o=



developed, A scientific team headed by Jerom? 5%@;&4&
a psychologist at Harvard University,® is studying thc
thinking ap111ty of yldren 113 months old.® The test

is a !rhp‘lc wﬁ i‘e'Qea:ed ‘bﬁ{!its ﬂ!&%r s
lap ,watches a “show”on a small theater stage.

(47 “In act'l of the show /dn “erangéscolored: bloek 'is: lifted 1)
nafronr a Blue box dand moved slowly:déross the stage, Then
20jt'is‘returned to thedbox This ds répeated six. times,Act
" 72'is similar jéstcept that the> orange blockis smaller,Baby

.amyéfdb& not''seem 710 notice the: diEIMQé'fﬁntheﬁsizee of
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the block,but girls immediaiely become exciied and begin
to make noises that sound like language. They seem to.
be iryving to talk,

It is known that bones,muscles, and nerves develop faster
in baby girls,Usually , too,baby girls talk at an earlier
age than boys do,Scientists think there is a physical
reason!® for this,They believe that the nerve endings!!
in the left side of the brain develop faster in girls than
in boys,And it is this side of the brain that strongly
influences an individual’s ability to use words,to spell,
and io remember thimgs,

By the time?? they start to school therefore, little girls
have an advantage that boys do not have,Girls are
physically more.ready to remember facts,io spell,and to
read.These,of course,are skills that are important in
elementary school, 13 |

But what have the boys been doing in the years before
starting schools They have been | developing something
called aggression.An aggressive person has courage and
energy .He feels strong and independent ,He is often the
first one 10 siari a fight.

What produces aggression in litile boyse It has long been

assumed ihat aggression is caused by male hormones.

Scientists today believe that male hormones are only part
of the explanation however,They say aggressiveness in
boys is also caused by mothers,

A tcam of psychologisis discovered this by placing mo-
thers and their one-year-old babies in a room filled with
toys.The room had a wall through which the scientists

could observe what happenecd without being seen,! They

] 3"‘0



took notes on everything the mothers and babies did,
[10] Here is a sample of those notes,taken during the obser-
vation of a baby boy and his mother,
. “Baby leans against mother,Looks up-at her,She speaks
“to him ,She# *urns him around.He walks away,picks up
toy cat,Goes fo mother,drops cat,and leans against her,
Looks up at her.She turns him around.,” 12 0
(110 From such observations and from conversations with mo-
thers,the scientists learned something about the ireatment
‘of baby boys arnd baby girls,While the mother keeps her
daughter close to her,she unconsciously trains her son
2119 to lmove away from her ,to develop independence ,and tq
explore his surroundings. She trains him to become agg-
‘regsive and to be alproblem solver, BT Ee o ke

By the rimg they stari scho::;;, little girls have an adyantage
(12) Consequently,it,is easy to, undersiand why little gigls
often perform, school tasks'®,more satisfactorily ithan boys,
.- 1 -8specially if ;the 1ask requires siiting still, obeying co-
mmands,and accepting the teacher's ideas.,A-giﬂ may

‘_1;4_-



pass cas;iy through the f:rst few graaes 1% While boys of
her age brxng homgrlqw rmarks the gu’l may ecasily get
good gladea Giris Séem Jto flave“beher brams”n school,
Why,uhen,do,s.g fey:_F gj{;l__s.«!:__ecgm&- great scientistse Why
is the most 1mp0rtamthink1ngm adult society done by

I ETRE L

men-» B S

£13) Accordi ﬂg 'to pmentxsts the ansWer is aggression,Because
bovs are awgresszve they refuse to accept other pcople's
selutions;’ they lnSiS‘i‘. upowsolv1ng problems for them-
selves, This, whzle Iittle gn‘ls are get ung high marks in
school for remembermg what the teacher ‘has teld them,
little boys ate, learnmg j.o fhm’f: m mdre independent

e
) "?nu‘-_ i Y

ways, . : , e
r141 In the adult world the»gggrwqﬂ'e pg*scn m usually the
one who ge'ts ‘th%» Eig& sal%ity L“Lw't,he greatwnspcﬂsm ility,

lat

the pow erful JGb  5~ 1

sm”ee dmales ‘are frained at an
carly age t~0 be a'gﬁiéﬁt,mxleware‘#mone ofien chosgen
for key posxtzons 1 B i
(157 Many pecple believe this situation is wrong, Théj?"' think
women could be successful in science and indusiry if their
early training included some“aggression lessons,”——if they
were rewarded for independence and problem-solving,as
~ boys are, | . : )
[16] Furihermore, some pgychologlsts beheve tha* boys may get
too much training in adggresslon Perhaps thtle boys should
be permitted to lean more on their mothers,It mlght make
them more gcn‘ile The world needs gemlbnebs as much as
aggress;ve trength b |
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Maleg are trained at an early .age to be aggressive .|/

Notes: (oz-msidosy big somabusgabri 1
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(1) It seems that he is ill, ZHR{MWIET .
(2) It seems to me that we have been neglecting cur

duty, TV HRITIBITE L.

in your opinion KR EHE
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“Nothing is imipossible for a person to be or do.”
“BEANTATHE, 7
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Harvard( ‘ha:vad}University n., (FEE)BH AP
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A,

B,

thch of che fpllowing statemenis are true,according to

this r...admg?‘ If a statement is not true,change it {0 mak

it true, | | | |

1. Girls are beiter s;)el}ér:s ﬂién bovs.

2. Boys do bet’ter than g.irls on tests of memcr}f,

2., On vocabulary tes-ts,‘giris do beiter than boys.

4, It will probably always be true that a person’s
abilities will be determined by sex. pe

5. In the Kagan expceriments,the scientists found that
most baby boys noticed the difference in the sizes of
the Dlocks, . |

6. Muscles deveiop fastier in baby girls, |

7. The db:hty 10 use words is mfluenced most by the .
leit side of the bram k

8., Girls are usually more a“ngeS ve than boy |

‘The statements in this rgad,ng Were based on observauon

of boys and girls in the Uniied States Are 'they equally"

sl . ? *

‘frue of your ¢ountrye Explaid why or Why fiot,

C.. What: wouldi beé your opinion’ of mViHE - g:rls aggressson

D.

lessons”and training boys to"'be . more genilesy

Wriie the first paragraph of this ‘feading,as diotated by::
your Leacher;_ D T e N S ER R P

- =

s
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The Perfect Match:

In many parts of the world,a young person’s husband or

wife iz chezen by the person’s

parents,In the United

Siates,the choice is
usually made by the
young pcople theom-
few peonle
ow Day brivate ¢o-

mpanics 10 help

company

greal deal of infor- The information is put on an
mation about each IBM card

The cards are classified by a computer



man or woman who is interested in marry.ing:: and pufs
the information on a card, which is called an IBM3
card .All the cards are then classified by a computer,a ma-
chine which organizes the cards into groups.The cheory is
that such a machine can make the best decision about ma-
tching the right man with the right woman because ma-
chines are not influenced by emotions,The value of this
theory is considered in the following short story written
by Stephen Makler,4a New Jersey high school student.
£2) T walked into the office and shook hands with a smiling
man named Mr Bleaucher,> He was dressed very well,
compared to me,® There was a pile of papers on his desk,
',Eé] “I'm sure you'll‘be Véry‘ pleased with her,”he said, “She

. -
K

i
EAN

was picked by our computer out of more than ten million
women in the United States,We classify them by race,
religion ,and regional background,”

(41 1 sat there interestedly,wishing I had taken a shower be-
fore I came.,” It was a vary nice office but the chair wasn’t
too comfortable,

IBM computer systems It was a perfect maich
(51 “And now-—"he said,He suddenly opened the door 10 the
next room .and I got a surprise. =
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She was pretty .Really ,she was preiiy.

“Mr,Walker,® this is Miss Alice Dunfield® of Laughing
Lake,1® Montana,Miss Dunfield, this is Mr, Frankiin Watker
of New York,”

“Call me Frank,Nobody calls me Franklin,”I said,T was
a little nervous,”She was pretty,you see,

Mr,Bleaucher left ,and we were able to-talk,

“Helto, "] said,

“Hello,”she answered,

“I"'m—]"m very pleased with the choice,”l said,I was tr-
ying t10o be careful of!2 my words,Maybe she didn’t like
being called a chojce,.“l mean—I'm glad about the way
things turned out,”13

She smiled.She had a nice smile.Good teeth.

“Thank vyou,”she said,“So am I.,”She was nervous,too,
“I'm thirty-one,”I toid her,

“Yes,l know ,”she said,“It’s atl on ihe cards,”

There didn’t seem to be anyihing to add io the conver-
sation Everything was on the cards,so there wasn't much
to talk about,

“How about chitdrene ”she said.

“Three, Two boys and a girit.”

“That’s exactly what I want,”she zaid,“Ii’s writien un-
der'Fuiure Planning,’Ii’s on that page there,”

1 sudden!y noticed the papers in myv hand.On the firas
page an [BM card had been attached with facts about her,
1 guessed thai the papers she was holding tcld fucis abous
me,I began looking through the papers I had.She did the
same,The turning pages made a lot of noise,4

1 read that she liked classical music,(This was in“Prefec-

11



