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LESSON ONE

Lesson One

TEXT
Salt

We do not know when man first began to use salt,
but we do know that it has been wsed in many different
ways throughout history. Historical evidence shows, for
example, that people who lived over 3,000 years ago ate
salted fish. Thousands of years ago in Egypt, salt was used
to embalm the dead.

Stealing salt was considered a major crime during some
eras of history. In the 18th century, for instance, if a
person was caught stealing salt, he could be put in jail.
History records that about ten thousand people were put
in jail during that century for stealing salt! About 150
years before, in the year 1553, taking“ﬂlore salt than one
was entitled to was punishable as a crime. The offender’s
ear was cut off! '

Salt was an important item on the table of @Eiyx‘ It
was traditionally placed in front of the king when he sat
down to eat. Important guests at the king’s table were
seated near the salt. Less important guests were given seats
farther away from it., o\

In the Roman Emplre one of the most important roads
was the one that carried salt from the salt mines to
Rome. Guards were stationed along the route to protect
the salt against thieves. The guards received their pay in
salt, hence the English word, salary. Any guard who fell
asleep while on duty was said to be ¢“not worth his
salt,” and as a result he would get a little less salt
on his next payday! (The expression, “not worth his salt,?
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is still used today in English to refer to a person felt to
be incapable of doing a job.) X

In the early days in the United States, salt was very
scarce. (No one yet knew that there was enough salt
under the ground to prg}vide an ample supply of salt for
the whole world for thousands of years!) So, the store-
keeper of pioneer -Elays was very careful with his salt. As
he poured out salt for a customer, he did not like anyone
to walk across the floor of the store. The walking might
shake the floor and could cause the salt to ¢“settle® and
as a result the storekeeper would have to add a little
more salt to the amount he had already poured out!

In the modern world salt has many uses beyond the
dining table. It is used in making glass and airplane parts,
in growing crops, and in killing weeds. It is also_used to
make water soft, to melt ice on roads and highways, to
make soap, and to fix colors in cloth. Sglt,'e\;e?n helps to
relieve itching when it is rubbed onw_(isﬁ_ﬁi 6“—101' other
insect bites. - : ‘ ' &

Salt can_be obtained in variousgways besides being
taken from ﬁ'ﬁ s underground. Evaporation of salt water
{rom the ocea f salt water lakes or small seas is one
of the more cgif@ﬁ on processes for ma%ﬁf:ét%}{ﬁg_ salt. In
Australia it can even be taken from a “salt bush.” Yet,
however it is obtained, salt will continue to play an im-
portant role in the lives of men and women everywhere.

Words and Expressions

evidence ['evidons/ n. JE#2,RiE BiEpREss

embalm /im'ba:m/ v.r. (HEHE farther ['fa:8s/ (far Lk E55R) ady.
P HikH a. B

entitle /in'taitl/ v.e. £... 508 Roman /'rouman/ a. (F)FLH

traditionally /tro'difonali/ adv. ¥ n. (HFGA

2



empire /'empaid/ n. FFE

station ['steifon/ v.t. B3, %8

hence /hens/ adv. A, Bk 4G

payday ['peidei/ n. ‘R#EH

expression fiks'prefon/ #n. ii]4l;
Rk #E

refer /ri'fo:/ v.i. HRE], 23

scarce [skeas/ a. BERBRZH

ample ['2mpl/ a. FEH 1

storekeeper [‘storkiips/ n. JEE

pioneer /paio'nid/ n. FFFREH, &k
i

beyond /bi‘jond/ prep. #|i,Bx...
EASD s 2 (Z D) ... A BBk

LESSON ONE

settle /'setl/ v.i. B %
part n. B, &
cloth /kio0/ (4 cloths /[klaBs/ =
[klo0zf) n. #i
relieve [ri'lizv/ v.t. JR%% fRER
bite n. #WERIHE R
(bit, bitten) v.f. B
process /‘prouses/ n. #iltedhk; B
s PN
Australia [os'treiljo/ n. P-AFlE
role n. fEf; s
play an important role &BEE

e H *mu

Notes

1. We do not know ... but we do know

. (1. 1,2) — The second

“do”, unlike the first, is used for emphasis.

A. Did he steal the salt?

B. No, I don’t think he did. .
C. Yes, he did steal the salt. I saw him.

-

2. the Roman Empire (1, 20) — from 27 B.C. to 395 A.D.

3. pioneer days (1. 34) — the time when people first went to live in

America

4, The walking (I. 36) - When the v-ing form is used with “the”
before it, it is just like a noun: its logical subject or object is

expressed by an of-phrase.

the walking of customers (customers walk)
the making of glass (make glass)

EXERCISES

1. Answer the following questions on the text:
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10.

11.
12,
13.

14,
15.
16.

17.
18.
19.

When did man first begin to use saltg

Has salt been used throughout history?

How did people use salt thousands of years ago?

Why was stealing salt considered a major crime during some
eras of history?

How were people in the 18th century punished for stealing
salt? .

What was punishable as a crime in the year 15537

How was the offender punished?

Where was salt traditionally placed on the table of a king?
Where were the king’s guests seated?

Why were guards stationed along the road that carried salt to
Rome?

How were the guards paid?

What happened to a guard if he fell asleep while on duty?
What is the meaning of the expression “not worth his
salt’’? '

Was there much salt in the early days in the United States?
What fact was not yet known?

While the storekeeper was pouring out salt for a customer,
why didn’t he like anyone to walk across the floor?

What are some ‘of the uses of salt in the modern world?

In what ways can salt be obtained?

Why does the writer say that salt will continue to play an
important role in the lives of men and women everywhere?

II. Read the following:

1.

fau/ fou/
laud laud
haul haul
npaun naun
dauts dauts

kaut| kautf
kraud kroud
blauz blsuz
graund graund
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2, /au/, [ou/
without emotion, down the road, pound notes, a brown coat,
outgrown his clothes, our own house, count the boats, home
town, those sounds, no clouds, don’t shout, grow flowers, the
whole household, approach the crowd, sold a thousand, show
you round, the spokesman announced, I know it now

3. [3:/ [Af
ka:t kat
pact pAt
faist fast
Ga:d oad
ga:l gal
ba:n ban
wn tAn
saitf SAtf

4. /w/ /r/
wed red
WAD ran
wuzd ru:d
woiZ o1z
widz ri:dz
wein rein
waip raip
wauz rauz

5. sound-linking
thousands of years ago in Egypt, the offender’s ear was cut
off, was an important item, placed in front of the king, fell
asleep while on duty, and as a result, be incapable of doing
a job, provide an ample supply of salt, to add a little, it is
also used, however it is obtained

INI. Add the missing letters representing [eaft
——oplane, —port, b——Iy, sc——ce, th——~(pay}, th—-(was),
w—(v.)

1V. Give the four forms of the following verbs:
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cut,

fall, feel, itch, refer, rub, shake, steal

V. Change the followmg into the active voice:

1-
2-

AP

10.

V1. Fill
1.

It ha been ‘used in many different ways throughout history.
Stealing salt was considered a major crime during some eras
of history. : :

If a person was caught stealing salt, he could be put in jail.
The offender’s ear was cut off.

Less important guests were given seats farther away from it.
The expression “not worth his salt” is still used today.

It is rubbed on mosquito or other insect bites,

Salt can be obtained in various ways besides being taken
from mines underground.

In Australia it can even be taken from a “salt bush.”
However it is obtained, salt will continue to play an impor-
tant role in the lives of men and women everywhere.

in the blanks with verbs and verbais:

How many tress you (require) -______ (plant) each
year? . |

Ann said that she ..+ (tell) _______ (not eat) Spanish
food.

When you went to the seaside last year, someone

(teach) you ________ (swim) or you . (learn) by your-
self?

When ¥ _______ (see) how thin and pale he . . (be-
come), I ... (advise) him _______ (take) it easy for a
while.

Do you think she

(allow) us = (borrow)these

magazines? .

These paper boots ... (intend) - ___ (keep) your

feet warm in winter,

You —____ (can explain) what __._“~ _ (cause) the child
(get) bow legs?

It was such a fine day that I ___ = (tempt) - (g0)

to the beach.
Examinations _______ (should enable) the teacher



10.

11,

12,

13.

14,

LESSON ONE

(find) out what the student _4 .- (know).

When he - (work), he _-t______ (not like) anyone
(talk) to him.,

Finally the man .. ... (force) _—_ _ - (admit) that

he - __ (steal) the radio.

They ali .. < (agree) to the plan, which .. - (feel)
(be) better than the others,

Ann ¢ .. (not want) anyone _i.t.. . (know) that

she _. (have) very little money.

Professor Sagan n .. (ask) _______ (explain) how the

atmosphere of Venus ... ..  (can change).

VII. Complete the following sentences using infinitives:

Y T o S T U P
SLMRWRNES

17.
18.

PRI DN

I learned ... when I was in primary school.

You must never pretend ...

He chose a remote spot in the Scottish Highlands, hoping ...
Ann decided ..,

How did you manage ..

Although he had failed 8,000 times, Edison continued ..
The government spokesman did not wish ...

Don’t forget ... when you leave the house.

In the evening my father likes ...

The Arab had never seen the camel, but he seemed ...
No one who could get a taxi wanted ... '

. Please let me know if you happen ...
. Iris ran all the way, trying ...
. After Edison left school, his mother began ...

Even if man could live on Venus, I would prefer ...

He has received an invitation from an American university,
He is busy preparing .,

The husband came home at half past six, expecting .

When the Arab met the merchants, he stopped ...

VIII. Complete the following sentences using the emphatic do:

1.
2.
3.

They do not know when he was put in jail, but ...
He did not fall asleep while on duty, but ...
She does not like salted fish, but ...
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4-
5.
6-

He did not say it was impossible, but ...
I did not buy any soap, but ...
They do not have any apples, but ...

IX. Fill in the blanks with prepositions and adverbs:

1.

10,

11,
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.

I have come —______ you because the comrade
duty is incapable dealing -+ _ the matter.
1 think you'll feel better if you rub a liftle _____  this

— . yOUur arm,

Lunch was already .. the table, but only father was
sitting i - it,
some countries even old people _______ sixty enrol

university degrees.

=i . the day oftheking’sarrival, guards were stationed

the route ... the guest house,
You swim ___. . the lake, and I'll walk __..:
the other side. . -
When the peasants bought things _.: the village store,
they often paid ..  produce.
The good news soon spread . 'the city.
The man who plays the leading role {__ that film has
won the prize __._____ the best actor.

He asked me to sit ., brought the teapot

the kitchen and poured ____.: _ acup iz tea
me,

: going _ ... school, Mary helps people ...
their housework - the evenings and ___-: Sundays,

The PLA men are always ready to protect our country ... =
invaders.
Some students like to sit _+i. .  the window, while others

prefer to sit farther .. _ it !

He was put __ . jail __2% __ cutting _3.24/.- a man’s
fingers .~ a fight.

The child knows nothing Gl Santa Claus - . what
his mother has told him.

The ice . _____ the roads made it necessary . him

to drive slowly,
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X. Tell your little sister how important salt once was.

Xi. Translate the following sentences into English, using the words and
expressions given below:

be entitled to (1. 13)

the one + cl. (1. 21)

fall asleep (dead, ill, etc.) (1l. 24,25)
be said to be (I. 25)

as a result (1. 26)

refer to (1. 28)

help + inf. (. 44, 45)

play ... role (1. 52)

. BIRIBARANH, VERMA RN B & — &, AR, 35

T IR H B

2. REHgPAR—ANARES Dl

@

e ® N

10.
11,

12.
13,
14,
15.

16.
17.

MeRE EABAELERBUMNEET,

PR BRARMBEMAN, KT AREEMILRS T EL
M, ZERALESURET,

WEANAH, BORERTE,

R E E B AHEDRRE LS.

BEART 085, READTERMNHBRBT A,

RBE WM TR T B kR RICHKE T KA,
BIBOREZEZ HBA, IRXFHROARIZZL S, SRAEBT
il B TP HOX R TR

BIRRESFARREEE, BERHLTIEMETT,

H R A BT ARG Z R C, SRFEARE
Wlo
i%ﬁ#ﬁ%%ﬂﬂ%%%%ﬁﬁi&ﬂ%*ﬁﬁﬁﬂ%ka
eI R T A e M

£y b, BRARERIGIMARRER,

ATIHBANL B EGE B E BERREFER, ZHRERS TR
AR AR AR AL,

23X SR BT AR R T BT A B,
WIREEABEREHEANLERLR TRk,
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18.

19,
20.
21.

22,
23,

e gxRFHMRREE, KHRYRDP, ZRERMILEXRAA
FE35 3 BTG 3E

ERFER, BFNBREN THRBNK, WHRPHF,
HAR, RABRFRHBARREHTE,

PRI THMA—BERRZ S EHEBE, XkETHAE
Hs

VRREE Al A T R R AR RITEZBIRG:, |
AR TR, 25RIEBRAE TREDIN,

XII. Insert one word in each line:

10

The importance of salt was known long men
began to wnte history. The ‘“Ben Cao’’, a early
Chinese’ on medicine, gives more than forty uses
salt as a cure.

"Salt was important in the Middle Ages that
many countnes,n}c_) one was allowed to mine or
sell salt without :'Bermission from government,
all salt was taxed. In the years before the
French Revolution, the government passed law
forcing each peasant to buy a fixed amount of * -
at high prices. This unfair tax on salt onc of
the causes drove the French people to revolt.

Common salt part of the makeup of rocks
throughout world. Water dissolves tiny amounts '
salt from rocks aud soil. Rivers carry the
dissolved salt to the sea. Every day containing
sait flows into the sea, and day the hot sun
some of the water, leaving the salt behind. In
this way the sea has slowly growing saltier
millions of years.

All the water evaporated from the sea,
large deposits of salt would left. This is
exactly happened millions of years ago, when
ancient seas dried up. Today these, called salt
beds, lie under other materials over the world.
The salt are usually found at depths ranging
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from half a mile four miles.

Salt is so necessary to men and animals
life cannot go on it. The world produces an
increasing of salt each year. The present rate
reached 150,000,000 tons, |

SUPPLEMENTARY READING

A Debt Is Paid

A_n Excerpt from The Moon and Sixpence
by Somerset Maugham

Strickland made no particular impression on the peo-
ple who came into contact with him in Tahiti. To them he
was no more than a beach-comber in constant need of
money, remarkable only for the peculiarity that he painted
pictures which seemed to them absurd; and it was not

~'till he had been dead for some years and agents came

from the dealers in Paris and Berlin to look for any
pictures which might still remain on the island, that they
had any idea that among them had dwelt a man of con-
sequence. They remembered then that they could have
bought for a song canvases which were now worth large
sums, and they could not forgive themselves for the oppor-
tunity which had escaped them. There was a Jewish trad-
er called Cohen, who had come by one of Strickland’s
pictures in a singular way. He was a little old Frenchman,
with soft kind eyes and a pleasant smile, half trader and
half seaman, who owned a cutter in which he wandered
boldly among the Paumotus and the Marquesas, taking
out trade goods and bringing back copra, shell and pearls.
I went to sec him because I was told that he had a large

" black pearl which he was willing to sell cheaply, and when

I discovered that it was beyond my means I began to talk

11



