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AUTOBIOGRAPHY

Twyford, 1771,

Dear Son, I have always enjoyed obtainingl any
little stories of members of my family who lived be-
fore my time, You may remember the inquiries I made
among the remaining members of my family when you
were with me in England, Imagining it may be equally
agreeable to you to know the circumstances of my
life, I sit down to write them for you,21 have other
interests in doing so, I hope my children and their
children may like to know something about me, How I
was born poor, and how I gained respect and fortune,
The methods I used, with the blessing of God,3 may
help you gain success and happiness in your own lives,

My happiness has led me sometimes to say that I
would like to live my life over again, [ would live it
in the same manner, correcting only some faults, This,
of course, is not possible, Therefore, the next thing
most like living one’s life over again seems to be re-
membering that life,4 The memories will endure longer
if they are recorded in writing,

Also, I shall enjoy the pleasure so usunal for old
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men to talk of themselves and their past actions,I shall
have this pleasure without tiring others since this may
ve read or not read, as one pleases,

And, last, perhaps 1 shall satisfy my own pride,
Mest pecnle do not like pride in others, no matter
hew much pride they have themselves, But I respect it
wherever 1 mect it, I believe pride often prodiuces good
for the one who has it and for others close to him,
Therefore, in meny cases, | think a man should thunk
God for his pride among the other comlorts of life,

Now that I sceek of thanking God, 1 desire, w'th
2!l bumbleness, to say that I owe my happiness and
what success I have had to His help.1 This belief leads
me to hope that the same goodness will be shown to-
ward me n continuing that happiness, I hope, too, it
will heip me to bear any serious troubies I may experi~

ence,

From notes kept by one of my wuncles, [ learned
that the Frankiin fami'y2 had lived ia the same village
of Ecton, England, for at least 20) years, The family
owned about 30 acres and a metal-working business,
The oldest son wus always trained to that bus.ness,
My uncle and my father followed this custem,

My grandfather, Thomas, had four sons, Josizh,
the youngast, was my father, Josiah married yourg and

took his wife and three chiidrea to New Eagiand apout
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1682, They came with a group of people secking free-
dom of religion,

By this wife, my father had four more children,
By a second wife, he had ten more—17 in all_ I, the
youngest scn, was born in Boston, My mother, the
secoud wife, was Abiah Folger, daughter of Peter
Feoiger, He was one of the first settlers of New Eng-
land,

My older brothers were apprenticad to different
trades.! However, I was sent to school at the age of
eight as my father intended to devote me to the service
of the Church, I had learned to read at a very early
age—I do not remember when I could not read, My
father and his friends were confident that I would be a
fine student,

I progressed rapidly and became the best stud-at
in my ciass, However, my father removed me from
this school in less than one year, In view of his izrge
fam'ly,2 he felt he could not afford the expense of a
callege education for me, 1 heard him tell his friends
that many meon with this type of education had a dif-
ficult time making a living,

[ was then seut to a school for writing and aum-
ber work,3 I learned writing quickly but I failed in the
numher work,

At ten years old I was taken home to help my

father in his business of soap and candle-making,4
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I did not like the trade, and had a strong desire
to go to sea, But my father would not agree to this,
However, living near the water, I spent much time
there, I learned to swim well and to manage bhoats,
When 1 was in a boat with other boys, 1 was usually
allowed to take command, especially in any case of
difficulty, I was generally a leader among the boys

and sometimes got them into trouble,

I think you may like to know something of my
father, He was healthy, and wvery strong, He was
clever, could draw well,was skilled a little in music,1
and had a clear, pleasing voice, He knew how to use
the tools of many trades and could make many things,
His great excellence lay in a good understanding and
judgment of both private and public affairs, '

My father was never employed in public affairs, The
numerous children he had to educate and his lack of
money kept him close to his trade, But 1 remember
well the frequent visits by the leaders of the commu-
nity, They came often to ask his opinion in affairs of
the town or of the church he belonged to, always showing
respect for his judgment and advice,? Private persons
also asked his advice when they had difficulty with
their affairs,

At his dinner table my father liked to have, as

often as possible, some friend or neighbor to converse
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with.1 He was always careful to stari 2 clever or use-
ful discussion which might improve the minds of his
children, In this way, he turned our atteztion to what
was good, fair, and wise in the conduct of life,

Little or no notice was ever taken of the food on
the table,2 Thus I was raised to be quite unconcerned
about what I ate, To this day I can not remember what
I have eaten a few hours earlier, This has been con-
venient for me in my travels,

My mother also was sttrong and healthy, I never
knew either my father or mother to have any sickness
except that of which they died when he was 89 and
she was 85 years old, They are buried together at

Boston,

The wandering pattern of my story3 shows me |
have grown old, I once wrote with more method,
Perhaps it is only carelessness,

To return, [ continued working in my father’s
business until I was 12 years old, My brother, John,
who was trained in that business, had left my father,
John had married and established his own business in
Rhode Isiand.4 So 1t seemed that 1 must take his place
and become a candle-maker,

However, the fact that [ did not like this trade
worried my father, He was afraid 1 would run away

and become a sailor and go to sea if he did not find
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more agreeable work for me, Therefore, he sometimes
tock me walking with him, We would visit other men
at their work,! While we visited, my father watched
to sez which trade most interested me,2

Ever since then, I have found pleasure 1n watch-
ing good workmen handle their tools, I have found it
very useful, 1 learnsd enough to be able to repair many
things in my house, I could build little machines for
my exporimoents while the idea was fresh in my mind,

At list my father decided on the trade of knife-
making for mo, I was appreaticed to my cousin Samuel
who was established in that trade in Boston, But Sa-
mu el wanted a rather large sum of money for my train-
ing, This did not please my {father and 1 was taken

home again,

I have enjoyed reading since 1 was a child,I always
spent what little meuncy 1 had on books.3 1 collected
the works of John Bunyant in separate little books, I
then sold them so that I could buy history books, My
father’s library consisted mainiy of books on religion,
most of which I read, I still think the time 1 speat
reading “Plutarch’s Lives”s was time well used, Several
other books in my father’s library had an influence on
some of the principal future events of my life,

Because of my interest in books, my father decided

to make me a printer, He already Lad one son,james,
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in that trade, In 1717, James returased from Engl!and
with the tools of his trade, a printing press and let-
ters, He was ready to set up his business in Boston,1

I preferred printing to candle-making but 1 still
wanted to go to sea, To prevent me from doing this,
my father was anxious to have me apprenticed to wmy
brother, | delayed for a while but, finally, [ sign-d
the contract when [ was only 12 years old, I was to
serve as an apprentice unti [ was 21 years old, butl
wou!d rece:ve a salary only during the last year,

In a short time | learned the trade and became use-
ful to my hrother, I nmow was able to obtain better
- bocks, A friend of mine was apprenticed to a book-
seller, Sometimes he would lend me a small book which
I was careful to return quickly, Often | sat up in my
rcem reading most of the might in order to return a
book before it was missed,

! now began to like poems_, 1 even wrote a few
short enes, My brothes urged me to write songs, think-
ing | m.ght be able to sell them, I wrote several sailor
sores but they were very bad, However, the first one
sold verv well as it was ahout a recent accident at sea,
| was very proud of my success, But my father laughed
at me and told me poets usually were very poor,

So 1 escaped being a poet—most probably a very
bad one,2 However, writing has been of great use fo

me during my life, Since writing has been a principal
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means of my advancement,! I shall tell you how I ob-
tained what little skill T have,

I had a good friend named John Collins, He, too,
was interested in books, We enjoyed arguing with each
other and always tried to defeat each other in argu-~
ment

This pleasure in argument can easily become a very
bad habit, People often become unpleasant by denying
whatever is said by another in order to start an argu—
ment,2 Besides spoiling the conversation, this can make
an enemy where you may have made a friend,3 [ had
developed the habit by reading my father’s books of
~arguments about religion, People of good sense,4 I have
since observed, seldom argue—except lawyers and uni-
versity men,

Collins and I once started an argument about whe-
ther it was proper to educate females, and their ability
to study, He thought that it was not proper, and that
they were not able to do it, I took the opposing side,
perhaps a little for the sake of arguing.5 Collins ex-—
pressed himself better than I, Sometimes I thought he
defeated me more by his easy flow of words than by
the strength of his reasons,

We parted without settling the argument and were
not to see one another again for some time, So 1 put
my arguments in writing and sent him a copy. He

answered, and I replied, We exchanged three or four




letters, Then my father happened to find my papers
and read them,

My father took this opportunity to talk to me about
the manner of my writing, He said that I was superior
to my friend in correct spelling and proper use of
words, However, he felt I did not express myself well,
Nor did I make my meaning clear, I realized he was
right. From then on, I gave more attention to the style
of my writing in order to improve it,

About this time I bought a copy of the British
magazine called the Spectator, 1 read it over and over
and was delighted with it, I thought the writing excel-
lent, and wished, if possible, to write in the same
style,

With this in mind, I studied some of the stories
and made a note of the thought in each sentence,Then,
a fcw days later, without looking at the magazine, |
tried to write the stories,] tried to express each thought
as fully as it had been expressed before, Then
I compared my writing with the magazine, I found some
of my faults and corrected them,

In this way 1 discovered I needed to know many
more words, I felt that writing poetry would help me
since this requires! using many different words which
have the same meaning, Therefore, I turned some of
the stories into poemsy and, after a time,I wrote them

as stories again,




Sometimes [ mixed up my notes, asd, aiter a few
weeks, attempted to put them back into arder, This
was to teach me a method in arranging my thoughts,

I learned much from my efforts aad contiaued to
improve my writing, Ewen though I had little time for
this work, I was eager to become a good Eaglish

wriier,

VWhen I was about 18 years old, 1 happened to read
8 bock! which told of the beaefits of eating ne meat, I
determ'ned to follow this plam and learned to prepare
vege:zbles for myself . I saved money on my foed in
this manner,and { speat this money to buy more books,
I had much more time for study as my light meal often
consisted only of a.pie:ce of bread or fruit aad a glass
of water,] was ablé to think much more clearly becasse
of mv temperamte in eating and drimking,2 -

New 1 begas to improve myself by readiag the
wor®s of great writers, Socraies? made a deep impres—
sion on me, | was charmed with his method of reason-
ing and decided to adopt it ir @my owm argumenis [
began exsressing doubis quietly aad askiag questions
huinb%y_

In my discussions with others, I became skilled in
leading people—even those who keew more than [—into
makirg statements which led them idnio difficulives,4
Freguently, they could not talk their way out of these
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