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The Ant and
the Grasshopper

Rewritten by Moraig

There was once an ant and a grasshopper. The grasshopper
loved to have fun. He did not like to work. The ant was a hard
worker. He liked to have fun too. But he always got his work
done first.*

On the first day of summer, the grasshopper saw the ant.
"Good day, my friend!" he said. "The sun is shining and it is
warm. Let's take a walk together!"

"Yes, it is a fine day. But | must find some food," said the ant.

"Food? There is plenty of food! | just finished my breakfast,"
replied the grasshopper. "Don’t you have anything to eat?*"

"Yes, | have had my breakfast," said the ant. "But | must find
more food to save for the winter.* Food will not be so easy to
find in the winter.*"

"It is only the first day of summer. There is lots of time to find
food later. For now, | will enjoy the sun." The grasshopper
skipped away, singing a song.*

One week later, the grasshopper and the ant met again. The
ant was walking along with a large seed on his back. He was
working very hard in the hot sun.




"Itis nice to see you, Ant. You are still working hard. Why don't you
take a rest and have a chat with me?*"

m sorry, Grasshopper, but | need to keep working," replied the
ant.

"Keep working? | have seen you and your ant friends working hard
for a whole week.* You must have enough food for the winter.

Now you can have a rest and enjoy the summer," the grasshopper
exclaimed.

"No, my friend. It is going to be a long, cold winter. We must gather
the food now when there is lots of it.* There will be very little food
when these fields are covered in snow," said the ant.

"You are right. It will be a long, cold winter. That is why I'm going to
enjoy the sun and the warmth now,*" said the grasshopper. And
the ant continued to work while the grasshopper continued to

play.
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And so it went all summer long.* The ant worked hard every
day. He would find a piece of food and carry it on his back. He
would carry it to a pile where all of the ants were bringing their
food.* Then he would look for more food and carry it back. The

grasshopper, on the other hand, played every day. He would find
enough food to eat for his breakfast. Then he would play until
lunch. When he started to get hungry, he would find some lunch.
After he ate, he would play some more. He had a lovely summer.




In the autumn, the weather
began to get cool. The
grasshopper saw the pile of
food the ants had made. He
thought to himself, "Maybe
| should start saving for the
winter." He began to look

around for some food. There
was not a lot. The leaves
were beginning to fall. The
grasshopper loved to hop in
the fallen leaves. He forgot
about the food and had
some fun.

Soon, the snow began to fall.
Now it was very difficult to find
food. Each day, the grasshopper
found it harder and harder

to find food.* He was getting
hungry. Before long, he was
lying on the ground. He could
not get up to look for food.

The ant walked by and saw
the grasshopper. He could
see that the grasshopper was
not well. "What is the matter,
Grasshopper?"

The grasshopper was almost
too weak to speak. "l am
hungry," he whispered.

"Here, have some food. | have
plenty," said the ant.

The grasshopper had a bite

to eat. He started to feel a bit
better. "Thank you, Ant. This is
very kind of you. You worked
hard all summer while | played. |
should have been working too.*
And you found it in your heart
to help me.*"

"l will help you now, but | hope

you have learned your lesson,"
said the ant. "You must do your
work before you play."

"You are right. If | make it to
next summer, | will remember
this.* | will prepare for the
winter. | wish | did not play my
summer away.* Thank you for
the food."



The ant spoke to his ant
friends. He asked if they
thought there would be
enough food to share with
the grasshopper over the
winter.*

One ant said, "Why should
we help him? He did nothing
all summer but play.* We
worked and worked. This is
not fair!"

"The grasshopper has learned his lesson. If we have enough to
spare, | think we should help him. Next summer, | know he will
work as hard as anyone,*" the ant replied.

The other ants agreed that they would help the grasshopper.* It
was a long, cold winter. Because of the ants’ hard work, there was
enough food for everyone, including the grasshopper.*

And when the snow melted, all of the insects began their work
again. And no one worked harder than the grasshopper!*




