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Abstract

This book is one of the core textbooks prepared by the State Education Commis-
sion under the Ninth Five - year Plan. The authors are scholars from several pres-
tigious universities including Peking University, The People’s University of China,
Nanking University and Fudan University. They all have been engaged in the
teaching and research of the history of Marxist Philosophy for many years . Most
of them are the principal co - authors of the 8 — volume*“History of Marxist Phi-
losophy” that was recently awarded the national “Five — one Project” Prize. This
introductory textbook is based on the teaching experience and the research re-
sults on the subject. It describes and annotates the historical stages of birth,
growth and maturation of the Marxist philosophy, covering one and one half cen-
turies from the 1840’ s to the 1990’ s. It divides the 150 - year history into three
50 - year periods for presentation: Chapters 1, 2 and 3 deal with the formation,
propagation and development of the Marxist Philosophy in Europe during the sec-
ond half of the 19th Century. Chapters 4, 5 and 6 deal with its propagation and
development in Russia, the Western countries and China during the first half of
the 20th Century. Chapters 7, 8, 9 and 10 deal with its study and development in
Soviet Union, the Western countries and China during the second half of the 20th
Century. This framework essentially follows the teaching guidelines published in
1993 by the State Educational Commission. The only difference is that the original
Chapter 9 has been expanded now into two chapters, 9 and 10, to highlight
Deng Xiaoping’s theory of building a socialist society with Chinese characteris-
tics. The materials of this textbook are frash and rich; its view points are accept-
ed and balanced; its reasoning is thorough and rigorous; and its style of writing
is fluent and lucid. It is written for philosophy majors, but it is also a useful refer-
ence for anyone who wishes to know more about the course contents of the
History of Marxist Philosophy.
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