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Introduction

Edgar Allan Poe

Edgar Poe was born in Boston, Massachusetts, in the
United States in 1809. His parents were actors in a
travelling company. They died before their child was
three, and John Allan, a merchant in Richmond, Virginia,
took Edgar into his house. Edgar Allan Poe (the second
name was added by his new father) did not seem unusually
clever at school, although we do not know much about the
five years (1815-20) when he was at school in England. In
1826 he entered the University of Virginia, but he had to
leave after only one year, owing a great deal of money. His
debts were the result of gambling — playing cards and
risking money on other games.

Poe joined the United States army in 1828. He had
already written, and printed at his own expense, Tamerlane
and Other Poems (1827).

John Allan helped him to go to a training college for
officers. Poe did not complete his training there, but some of
his fellow cadets liked his poetry so much that they paid for
the printing of a collection of his poems.

Poe saw himself as a poet, but his poetry did not earn
enough to live on. He became a writer of articles and
stories for magazines, and later a literary critic, one who
points out the good and bad sides of writers’ work. It was
as a critic that he became well known. His criticism was
usually sharp and far-seeing. He praised the young
Charles Dickens when others had not yet seen the promise
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Introduction

of his work. But he attacked as valueless a good deal of the
work of popular writers of his own time in the United
States. More important, he gave people an idea of what to
look for in their reading. He showed in his own short stories
that the writer should aim for one single effect, not just a
number of events, one following the other.

In his own writing, Edgar Allan Poe became more and
more interested in mystery and horror.

His interes: in mystery led him to produce the earliest
examples of detective stories. Indeed many people say that
his Murders in the Rue Morguce was the first of the detective
stories that are so popular today.

In this book we have two examples of Poe’s interest in
horror: Down into the Maelstrom s about the fear that (it 1s
supposed) can turn a man’s hair white in a few hours: The
Pit and the Pendulum has a terrible death creeping nearer
and nearer to a helpless man.

Perhaps the horror in his own imagination was too
much for Edgar Allan Poe. He was only forty when they
tound his dead body in a Baltimore street. Death was
probably caused by heavv drinking, but the newspapers,
out of respect, called it a sudden illness of the brain.

The stories

“You are the man” (1641} - The title of this story comes
from an account in the Bible (2 Samuel 12:7) in which a
messenger from God accuses King David of wrongdoing,
saving: “You are the man!” The narrator uses these words to
accuse the real murderer.

The Gold Bug (1843) — A skull and cross bones was the usual
mark of the seventeenth- and eighteenth-century pirates,
the sea robbers who attacked ships and took their goods. On

Vi
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Introduction

their own ships they flew a flag with the skull and cross
bones in white on a black background.

Captain Kidd was a real pirate captain. He was taken
prisoner in 1699 and was hanged as a pirate. For nearly
three hundred years people have hunted for his hidden
treasure, but 1t has never been found.

The Stolen Letter (1845) -- The very clever detective, Dupin,
solves the mystery in a number of Poe’s stories. His
methods are described by a narrator who is far from
clever, just as Shertock Holmes's cases are described by a
not very intelligent Dr Watson in Conan Doyle’s siories.

The Murders in the Rue Morgue (1841) — This was the Dupin
story that made Poe’s detective mysteries so popular.

At the time the story was written, there was great
interest in the apes, and especially in the orang-utan from
Borneo and Sumatra.

Down into the Maelstrom (1841) - The word maelstrom is
used in English for any very dangerous whirlpool, a
stretch of water moving round in a strong circular move-
ment which can suck objects down. But you will find the
Maelstrom 1n the place described in Poe’s story. On a
good map of Norway, you may find it called Moskenes-
straumen. It is still dangerous, but the stories about its
pulling ships to the bottom were never fact.

The Pit and the Pendulum (1841) — This story describes
events that might have happened a hundred and fifty, or
more, years ago. In those days, men in some countries
were punished, often very cruelly, if their religious beliefs
did not agree with the beliefs of the church. The judges
were leaders of the church. Such religious courts came to
an end in 1834
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“You are the man!”

“rEE AR A" (&= F 20~21 1)



Jupiter drops the bug through the eye of the skull
RIEFHFTERFIRHESRERT L (% 0 & 35~36 1)
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The policemen search Lebrun’s house
EERE L DG (% A% 55~56 7




The orang-utan climbs the pipe
i e FREF (%= 0 % 95~96 1)



The Moskoe-strom begins
EHRTREFAEL (FRALF 101~102 7)




