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AMERICAN LITERARY CLASSICS

The Legend of Sleepy Hollow

by WASHINGTON IRVING

A Ladder Classic Edition at the
2 000-word Level
Adapted by VirginiaFrenchAllen



The Ladder Series

The Il.adder Series books are specially
prepared editions of well-known American books.
They have been made easier to read for the
enjoyment of readers for whom English is a second
language.

The Series is built on a “ladder”of five steps-
from 1 000 to 5 000 different English words.
Although the books have been shortened, they
keep the ideas and facts found in the originals.

This book uses 2 000 English words. Some
words in the book are above this step and will be
found written in beldface letters. They are
explained in the Glossary at the back.

The publisher hopes the reader will enjoy this
Series, while going up the ladder to more difficult

reading.
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BEIJING NORMAL
UNIVERSITY PRESS
BEIJING, CHINA

On behalf of the United States In-

tormation Agency, I congratulate the
Beijing Normal University Press on
its decision to reprint the books that
will constitute the series “A Treasury
of English Teaching Materials. ”
Each of these titles, originally pub-
lished by USIA, offers a student the
opportunity to improve his or her
knowledge of American English, and
learn more about the culture, cus-
toms and history of the United
States. Teachers will find this mate-
rial a useful supplement to the Eng-
lish language curriculum in China’ s

high schools and colleges.



USIA 1s committed to the improve- |
ment of understanding between the ™
United States and the People’s Re-
public of China. A key to better mu-
-tual understanding is for Chinese citi-
zens to be able to communicate effec-
tively in English, and for Americans
to become proficient in the Chinese
language.

This book and the others in this se-
ries will help prepare China’s stu-
dents for the competitive world of in-
ternational commerce and cross-cul-
tural contact for which a knowledge

of English is essential.

Sincerely,

o e

Joseph Duffey

Director
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Introduction

WASHINGTON IRVING has been called North
America’s first professional writer. He was born in
1783 ,the year when the American Revolution ended ;
and he lived to become the {first author from the
United States to win international fame.

When Washington Irving was a child , there were
still reminders of Indian life and Dutch colonization in

his native city, New York. It 1s interesting to note

that Irving’s first work perhaps his greatest
- work——- was a humorous account of his native
town. Irving called it “A History of New York, ”and
credited it to a certain Dutch historian named
Diedrich Knickerbocker.

This early work was a promising beginning for
Washington Irving. It cnabled the young author to
visit Europe, which influenced him as it has
influenced many later American writers, from
Longfellow to Hemingway. There, under the
guidance of such famous men of literature as Sir

Walter Scott and W. M. Thackeray, Irving boradened

his view of life. He became far more than the recorder



of his local scene.

in Europe, lrving wrote about England and
English ways;but he did not forget his Hudson River
Valley vears. He wrote such stories as “Rip Van
Winkle” and “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow ” while
still in foreign soil.

This visit to Europe was not to be Irving’s last.
On a later occasion,he went abroad and remained for
seventeen years. Still later, after American
experiences which he described in such accounts as
“A Tour on the Prairies, ’he went to Europe again,
as his government’s Minister to Spain. “The Rose of
the Albambra,” which appears in this book,

represents the writings of Irving’s Spanish years.
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