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Preface

This collection of research papers has two goals to achieve.
The first is to document some original communication research in
Hong Kong. The second is to record some research activity of the
Department of Journalism and Communication of the Chinese
University of Hong Kong. This collection is done in
commemoration of the Twenty-fifth Anniversary of the
Department.

In the past quarter century, in the opinions of these editors,
most of the original and important researches on the
communication and media activities in Hong Kong were conducted
by this Department. But unfortunately, there are few venues for
their publication. The Department has a good tradition in
encouraging students to do a senior thesis in their final year, but
1t 1s not a compulsory exercise. These theses have accumulated
into a handsome amount andb the quality of research has been
improved with the development of the Department. It is time these
studies should be made known to the public.

Out of the large stock of research reports, both of seniors’ and
master students’, only ten can be included in this collection

because of space and financial constraint. It must be noted that



these ten papers are by no means fully representative of all the
research work done by the students of this Department. There are
three selection criteria for this volume. First, whether or not the
research is of high quality. Second, is the study related to Hong
Kong. Third, whether the research report is amenable to
abridgement for publication. As a rule, it is difficult, if not
impossible, to transform theses into book chapters because most of
them are not written with publication in mind. The third criterion
i.e. amenable to abridgement, indeed proved to be very crucial in
determining which quality Hong Kong research was to be selected.

In this collection, focus is given to the press, which has been
the major emphasis of the Department since its establishment.
Half of the papers are related to the newspaper industry; the
topics range from change of economic news, source diversity, bias
against minorities to local news agencies and Chinese typesetting
style. The collection also documents the impact of the advent of
television in Hong Kong. One study is on the adjustment of radio
in face of television challenge. Another is on the impact of
television on children. As advertising is also an emphasis of the
Department, two studies on advertising are also included. One is a
historical research on the advertising industry from the 1940s to
1970s, the other is on the use of sex appeals in advertising. Finally,
a study on the change of depiction of Chinese Mainlanders in the

Hong Kong films in the 1980s is selected to enrich the media list.



In terms of research methodology, one can see that most of the
studies are content analysis, yet there are two studies using
experiment and one using survey, in addition to two using
documentary research method. The reason for the prevalence of
content analysis in the studies is obvious. The time and resources
available to students are limited. Still, some students did try the
hard way to conduct survey research.

If this collection can serve as some reference for people
interested in communication research in Hong Kong, it fulfils its
mission.

We would like to express our gratitude to Chan Wai-kit, Yip
Chi-yan, Jimmy Cheung Hin-yu, Au Yuk-sin, Ma Kit-wai, Nelson
Chan and Catherine Lee Yee-chong. Their hard work has made
this collection come out in the shortest possible time. Thanks are
also due to Leonard Chu and Sunny Li who had given their advice
to this collection. It is the editors’ wish that more volumes will
come out from the rich stock of the studies lying idly on the stacks

of the Department’s documentary room.

Paul S.N. Lee
Kenneth W.Y. Leung

August 1993.
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The Change of Economic News in
the Hong Kong Newspapers
in the Last Decade (196s.1978)

Abstract

The study analyzed the change of economic news in Hong
Kong's newspapers between 1968 and 1978, It used both content
analysis and personal interviews of the economic editors to collect
data. The author first described the economic pages of the major
dailies in Hong Kong. Then he compared the content of three
Chinese economic daily, namely, the Ming Pao Evening, Hong
Kong Economic Journal and Far Eastern Economic Daily. He
found that the Hong Kong Economic Journal had the greatest
amount of economic news and was the most serious in reaching
the economic news readers. In the second part of analysis, the
author advanced ten hypotheses testing the relationships between
economic development and change of economic news. The ten
hypotheses were: 1. Economic relations are related to the amount
of economic news, 2. Cultural and historical relations are related
to the amount of economic news, 3. Language does not affect

coverage of economic news, 4. Political stand does not affect



coverage of economic news, 5. Proximity is related to the amount
of economic news, 6. Advanced countries’ economic news are
covered more than less advanced countries’, 7. English
newspapers’ international economic news are more than the
Chinese newspapers’, 8. Newspapers with different political stands
adopt different news wires, 9. Despite different sources, the
coverage of the nations are more or less the same, 10.
International economic news is not controlled by the Big Four
international wires. All the hypotheses were found to be

supported.
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