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Abstract

This dissertation explores the theories and methods of regional
economic development from a national economic viewpoints, It also
compares the differences among regional economies since the China ’
s economic reform. It is composed of the following;

1. Provide theoretical ¢vidence {or this study through evaluat-
ing the achievement in regional economic development with respect
to previous theories available in the literature.

2. Suggest specific method for dividing economic regions and
conduct an overall analysis on the current division; explain the fun-
damental problems in economic regions division theories after re-
viewing and comparing the characteristic of existing economic divi-
sion theories.

3. conduct comprehensive and systematic study on regional dif-
ference theories and methods with an aim to lay a solid foundation
for subsequent comparative researches.

4. provide a scientific study to compare the interregional en-
dowment on natural resources , situations of labor force and capital
availability .

5. evaluate industrial structure theories, suggest a general
method for comparing regional structure and make comparative anal-

ysis on existing problems of rationalization and under the regional in-



N E 1B

dustrial structure in China.

6. conduct a comprehensive research on theories of economics
development stages, suggest new methods for dividing regional eco-
nomics development stages and make validation analysis of economics
development stages in different regions of China.

7. Solve the problems on constructing and sieving of statistical
index system, determination of weights and components, various
methods of overall assessment by improving their construction meth-
ods.

8. assess the composite economic power among different re-
gions in China.

The whole thesis lays stress on developing methods of compara-
tive analysis, making positive analysis, and tries to explain the
characteristics and causes of regional differences with scientific
means.

Keywords: regional economics, regional unbalanced growth,
convergence of industrial structure, improved TOPSIS method,

multivariate analysis, overall assessment.
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