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FOREWORD |

for the book “Austrian Scenes” by
Professor Jiang Baozhong

China and Austria are very far apart.
Austria is a small country in the centre of
Europe, China is the world’s most populated
country in East Asia. Yet, the peoples of
Austria and China have had a deep sympathy
and interest for each other for a long time.
Austrians are eager to learn more about China,
Chinese are eager to learn more about Austria.
Many Austrians are lucky enough to travel to
China, many Chinese are lucky enough to travel
to Austria, and when they come back they tell
their family and friends what they saw.

China is a very big country, however, and
the number of persons who can go abroad will
always be limited. Therefore, it is very impor-
tant that other people have the chance to learn
more about our country from books.

As Austrian Ambassador in China I
therefore warmly ‘welcome the initiative by
Prof. Jiang Baozhong to write this comprehen-
sive hook on Austria which I hope will contri-
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Lute to the knewledge and understanding of
Ghinese people for our country.

May this book get all the success it de-
serves!

Dietrich  BUKOWSKIT
Austrian Ambassader to China
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FOREWORD 1II

I thank Professor Bao-zhong sincerely for
dedicating a book in English to our small
country at the heart of Europe. Austria’s
history, our natural and cultural treasures, even
our typical culinary treats are presented to our
Chinese friends in a most outstanding way.

This book, dear reader, offers you the
chance to set off on a “reading”—journey across
Austria. You will encounter Vienna, the federal
capital, with its imperial past; the city of
Salzburg, birthplace of genius composer Mozart,
and the manifold natural landscapes and moun-
tain ranges stretching from the glacial moun-
tains of three thousand metres to the Austrian
“Riviera” with its cristal-clear lakes and
lakeside resorts in the South of the country.

Professor Bao-zhong also introduces you to
the Austrian mentality, to the proverbal
Austrian conviviality. You will find out more
about coffee houses and wine taverns and enjoy

Austria’s wine culture unfortunately only by

N

which has been a tradition

reading about it
for centuries. Economic and socio-political data
are rounding off this little manual on Austria.
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if this book succeeds in arousing an interest
for Austria in you~—which I am deeply convinced
of—an essential contribution to the communica-
tion between China and Austria will be achieved
owing to Professor Bao-zhong. Maybe the one
or the other among you will get into the travel-
ling mood and may wish to set off on a journey
to and across Austria. ‘

Dr. Klaus LUK AS
Director General of the Austrian
National Tourist Of fice
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1. A Country at the Heart of Europe

- The Federal Republic of Ausiria is a land-
locked country situated at the heart of Europe.
It has an area of 83800 square kilometres,
making it somewhat smaller than Zhejiang or
Jiangsu Province. Its frontiers extend for over
2600 kilometres and, moving clockwise from
the north, they border on Czechoslovakia,
Hungary, Yugoslavia, Italy, Switzerland,
Liechtenstein (which divides the Austro-
Swiss frontier for 30 kilometres) and Germany.
Because of its history and Central European
location, Austria is frequently referred to as
the “gateway” or “crossroads” between Eastern
and Western Europe and indeed between the
northern and southern countries of the con-
tinent.

Central European time applies in Austria.
So it is seven hours behind Beijing, according
to G. M. T. However, the clocks will be advanced
one hour for summer time between March and
September.

Topographically, Austria is predominantly
an alpine country and, in consequence, it has a
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