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February 7,1755
My lord,

I have been lately informed, by the proprietor of the
World ,that two papers,in which my dictionary is recommend-
ed to the public, were written by your Lordship. To be so dis-
tinguished s is an honour, which, being very little accustomed

to favours from the great, I know not well how to receive, or
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in what terms to acknowledge.

When, upon some slight encouragement, 1 first visited

your Lordship, I was overpowered, like the rest of mankind,

' by the enchantment of your address; and could not forbear to
wish that I might boast myself Le vaingqueur du vainqurur de
la terre ; —that 1 might obtain that regard for which I saw the
world contending; but 1 found my attendance so little encour-
aged . that neither pride nor modesty would suffer me to contin-
ue it. When I had once addressed your Lordship in public, I
had exhausted all the art of pleasing which a retired and un-
courtly scholar can possess. I had done all that I could; and no
man is well pleased to have his all neglected, be it ever so lit-
tle.

Seven years, my Lord, have now past, since I waited in
your outward rooms, or was repulsed from your door; during
which time I have been pushing in my work through difficul-
ties , of which it is useless to complain, and have brought it,
at last, to the verge of publication, without one act of assis-
tance, one word of encouragement, or one smile of favour.
Such treatment I did not ekpect, for 1 never had a Patron be-
fore.

The shepherd in Virgil grew at last acquainted with Love,
and found him a native of the rocks.

Is nota Patron, my Lord, one who looks with unconcern
in a man struggling for life in the water, and when he has
reached ground, encumbers him with help? The notice which
you have been pleased to take of my labours, had it been ear-
ly, had been kind; but it has been delayed till I am indifferent,
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and cannot enjoy it; till I am solitary, and cannot impart it;
tili I am known, and do not want it.-I hope it is no very cyni-
cal asperity not to confess obligations where no benefit has
been treceived, or to be unwilling that the Public should con-
sider me as owing that to a Patron, which Providence has en-
abled me to do for myself.

Having carried on my work thus far with so little obliga-
tion to any favouter of learning, I shall not be disappointed
though I'should conclude it; if less be possible, with less ;for I
have been long wakened from that dream of hope, in which I
once boasted myself with so much exultation,

My Lord,

Your Lordship’s most humble,
Most obedient servant,

Sam. Johnson@ .
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AEBTAE, IMFHEBRNEEIHE:

a. It was unwise of you to have done that.

b. We would say that it was unwise of you to have done

that.

e

. How happy I might be if you had not done that.
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d. It was foolish of you to have done that.

BT a,b B REREANE, ERNARZ AR LS
.
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BOETNMEER. THARREFETZHAAEERERN.

a. As to the steamers sailing from Hong Kong to Shang-
hai, we have bimonthly direct services.

b. We wish to acknowledge receipt of your letter of Octo-
ber 20 with the check for $ 100 enclosed and wish to thank
you the same.

] a }1F bimonthly #5144 B SURM , N BH -

al. We have two direct sailings every month from Hong
Kong to Shanghai.

3 a2. We have semimonthly direct sailing from Hong
Kong to Shanghai.

g a3. We have a direct sailing from Hong Kong to Shang-
hai every two month.

o BEF W, NBUA:

We apﬁreciate your letter of October 20 enclosing a check
for $100.

6




3. MM
WX BEXHBEREMETER, MARRREIH
WHEE . LRRE W IN B ALk R4 & A ey i AT . A
FERE AL B8, B K K R WS B R SUR L AT R £/,
WX S W
EXXBERAXHEHBEAARZEEF . AREEHER
X RN FHER MEBE REFART (ORI
G5 FEIEX R Z8 . GLEFHNEL  RIEAKHEE
MERF A B AR E T, XASEBFEARR . UEF
PEGESEARALIIHHR. B
101 Hankou Road
Shanghai, China
12th Oct. 1990
Mr. David Hall
801 Oxford University
England

- Dear David,

1 wondér if yourr
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2. R KB ANBFRITHE
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WARR ., K. |
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M:. and Mrs. Butler
present their compliments to
Mr. and Mrs. Hiliman
and request the honour
of their pleasure at dinner
on Saturday the 8th July
at 7 p.m.
9 Nanjing Road
21st June, 1990
R.s.v. p-
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