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FOREWORD

Social Forestry is a new expression for most persons, [ts definition.concept .connotation and theory are
unknown to many forestry workers.either. Nevertheless,Social Forestry is,indeed .an up—to—date aspect
of current world's forestry . It is also a booming frontier subject and rising discipline.

Actually ,the practice and conduct of Social Forestry have already been for a long time.only not to be
systematically and scientificall summmaried. In recent years since 1980.this new frontier discipline has
made rapid progress all over the world, especially in some developing countries. It has already been for
27years since this term was put forword by Dr. Westaby, an India's forestry specialist in 1968, At the end
of 1980"s ,with the help of Mr. Mong Zesi who was the project offficer of the Beijing Agency of U. S Ford
Fundition ,the theory of social Forestry was introduced to yunnan province. In rhe past several years.this
developing subject has made great improvement and achievement with the efforts of vast forestry workers
and specialists. Under this condition .the Research Lab of Social Forestry of Forest Exploration &Design
Institute of Yunnan Province was set up. this published book on Social Forestry entirely reflects an aspect
of research work of this lab . This book includes not only general opinions and theories ,but also several
methods of survey, the summary of practical experience and creative cognitions. We hope this book wil be
a good reference book for vast [orestry workers or other rescarch and teaching personnel in most places
where no matter whether or not Social Forestry projects are carried out .

Ones had ever regarded Social Forestry as a social organization form according to the characters of for-
est—multifunction and great benefit . On2s also thought that Social Forestry just was a forestry action for
the seek of developing rural forestry ,namely forestry as the main part.the masses participating in and ben-
eliting from it and then gradually eliminating the poverty in countryside,protecting ecosystem and coordi-
nating the development of agriculture &forestry. In fact,Social Forestry activities do is a great —scale cam-
paign for helping the poors. Therefore,effective Social Forestry activities certzinly result in much social in-
novaton.

Although the term of Social Forestry has already been for 27 years,there is no consciousness about its
definitions. In accordance with respective national conditions,many countries have different concepts and
theories . Their behaviours on Social Forestry are distinct,too. However,these discrepances don’t prevent
worldwide Social Forestry from advancing due to the same goal each country develops Social Forestry for.
Especially.in some developing countries, Social Forestry has to be regarded as a lasting forestry developing
strategy because of their backwardness of protecting forest,the population explosion and the tardy develop-
ment of industry. In China or Yunnan,opinions of Social Forestry are also diverse, Yet this campaign is
booming.

In the past.forestry always belongs to the field of natural science Social Forestry,as the main body of
forestry action,was not paid enough attention to . Forestry action is under the control of the society as well
as the nature. If we don't harmonize the relationship between the nature and the society and especially can’t
get enough endorsement from the masses,Social Forestry won't run well and continuously develop. At pre-
sent,Social Forestry as a frontier discipline is gradually coming into being. It is also a comprehensive sub-
ject including sociclogy, economics, anthropelogy, ecology, agronomy and modern administration, It ex-
pounds the connection between itself and forestry through social activities. For 20years »Social Forestry of
Asia has been the head of the wurld's Social Farestry .

During the history of China,practice and awareness of Social Forestry occured very early. Yet the ex-
periences and knowledge were not systematically summaried and there were not pertinent techniques and

methods ,either. It is dutybound for us to summarize the experiences and sublimate the theories of Social



Forestry, We have to do our best to introduce these opinions and theories to leaders,vast forestry workers
and the masses for gaining their upholds. It is particularly important that vast villagers actively and con-
sciously participate in these activities,

Of course, Social Forestry as a [orestry developing strategy and campaign is constantly advancing.
Meanwhile, it also has to be quite suitable for changing environment. Vast forestry workers must constant-
ly work hard together and consummate this new frontier discipline.

We desirely hope this baok will be useful for the develcpment of China’s or Yunnan's Social Forestry.

This is all research fellow's wish.

Forest Exploration & Design Institnte of Yunnan Prov.
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