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1 AEROPLANES

Man’s natural home' is the land, but many thou-
sands of years ago he learnt how to travel on the sea—-
in fact boats are older than anything built for land
transport.

Travel on the sea was not a very difficult problem,)
since wood, which can be found in most places near the
sea, floats easily on water. But travel through the air
was quite a different matter, since men knew of noiking®
which could at the same time float in the air and carry
a man’s weight. For centuries, therefore, flying remained®
only a dream. In Ancient Greek times®, there is the
story of two men who escaped from an island by stick-
ng wings made of feathers on to themselves with wax*,
(Unfortunately, we are told, one of them flew too near
the sun, and the wax melted; so that he fell to his death® @
in the sea.) Then we have the plans of Leonardo da
Vinci ¢, the Renaissance " Italian artist and engineer, as a
further exairnple of Man’s interest in flying. But it was
not wuntil rather recent times that® the great dream
became a fact. e®

First, man made use of the fact that hot air rises to
make a light balloon carry people up a short distance
above the ground. Then gases lighter than air were used

1~






in place of* hot air, and in the 1870-71 war between
France and Prussia '°a balloon was used by a Frenchman
to fly out of Paris when the Prussians were all round
it.

But balloons had the disadvantage of having to go®)
wherever the wind blew them’', so that one never knew
where they would come down. It was not until the
petrol engine was invented that this difficulty could be
overcome. During the 1914-18 war, early aeroplanes,
made of wood and canvas and armed with an ordinary i
machine-gun each *, were used by both sides. Great
progress was made in knowledge about flying as a result
of the needs of the war, so that the years between 1918
and the beginning of the Second World War in 1939
saw an extraordinary development of aeroplanes, which(
increased greatly in size, strength, speed and safety.

- For thousands of years man dreamt what seemed
impossible dreams abouwd flying'3; and then suddenly, in
the short space of fifty years!4, aeroplanes were invented
and devedoped into one of the most important meansgp
of transport and instruments of war, without which the
atom-bomb might never have been thought of.

(About 410 words.)

QUESTIONS

1. Answer the following questions using short-form
answers wherever possible.



(a) Why did one of the Greeks who were trying to fly
fall into the sea? |

(b) Who was l.eonardo ‘da Vinci? |

(¢) Wnat was a balloon used for during the war
between France and Prussia in 13707

(d) What were the early planes made of?

2. Give brief answers to the following questions using

ONE COMPLETE sentence for each. Use your own
words as far as possible, but your answer must be based

only on the informaion in the piece.
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(a) Why was it not difficult for men to be able to
travel on the sea? |

(b) Why was it hard to discover how to travel through
the air?

(c) What was the disadvantage of flying in a balloon?

(b) What reasons does the author give for the extra-
ordinary development of aeroplanes between 1918
and 1939?
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2 THE BEST AGE TO BE!

How often one hears children wishing they were
grown up?*, and old people wishing they were young
again. Each age has its pleasures and its pains, and the
happiest person is the one who enjoys what each age

G gives him without wasting his time in useless regrets.

Childhood is a time when there are few responsi-
bilities to make life difficults. If a child has good
parents, he is fed, looked after and loved, whatever he
may do. It is improbable that he will ever again in his

@life be given so much without having to do anything in
returnt , In additions, life is always presenting new
things to the child—things that have lost their interest
for older people because they are too well-known. A
child finds pleasure in playing in the rain, or in the

@snow. His first visit to the seaside is a marvellous
adventure. But a child has his pains: ke is not so free
to do as he wishes® as he thinks older people are; he is
continually being told not to do things, or being punished
for what he has done wrong. His life is therefore not

@perfectly happy. |
When the young man starts fo earn his own living?,

»



he becomes frae from?® the discipline of school and
parents; but at the same time he is forced to accept
responsibilities. He can no longer? expect others to pay
for his food, his clothes, and his room, but has to work
if he wants to live comfortably. If he spends most of his®
time playing about '° in the way that he used to as a
child!!, he will go hungry'*. And if he breaks the laws!?
of society as he used to break the laws of his parents, he
meay go to prison. If, however, he works hard, keeps
out of trouble!'* and has good health, he can have the{d
great happiness of seeing himself make steady progress
in his job and of building up for himself his own POSi-
tion in society's .

Old age has always been thought of as the worst age
to be; but it is not necessary for the old to be unhappy.d3
With old age should come wisdom and the ability to
help others with advice wisely given. The old can have
the joy of seeing their children making progress in life;
they can watch their grandchildren growing up around
them; and, perhaps best of all, they can, if their life has@p
been a useful one, feel the happiness of having come
through the battle of life safely and of having reached
a time whan they can lie back!® and rest, leaving others
%0 continue the fight.

(About 350 words.) @



QUESTIONS

Give brief answers to the following guestions using
‘ONE COMPLETE sentence for each. Use your own
words as far as possible, but your answer must be based
only on the information in the piece.

(a) What kind of person is the happiest according to
the author?

(b) What things are mentioned that the child enjoys
very much?

(¢) What may happen if the young man breaks the
law?

{d) What are the pleasures of old people?
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3 THE HERO

“Fire! Fire!” What terrible words to hear when one
wakes up in a strange house in the middle of the night!
It was a large, old, wooden house—the sort that burns
beautifully' — and my room was on the top floor. I

GJjumped out of bed*, opened the door and stepped out
tnto the passage®. It was full of thick smoke.

I began to run, but as 1 was still only half-awake,
instead of going towards the stairs I went in the opposite
directiont. The smoke grew thicker and 1 could see

@flames ail around®. The floor became hot under my
bare feet. I found an open door and ran into a room to
get to the window. But before I could reach it, one of
my feet caught in something soft® and I fell down. The
thing I had fallen over felt like a bundle of clothes™, and

@1 picked it up to protect my face from the smoke and
heat. Tust then the floor gave way® under me and I
crasked to the floor below® with pieces of burning wood
all arecund me.

I saw a flaming doorway in front, put the bundle

@yover my face and ran. My feet burned me terribly, but

I got through. As I reached the cold air outside, my

. 1p -

P s,



bundle of clothes gave a thin cry. I nearly dropped it
in my surprise. Then I saw a crowd gathered in the
street. A woman in a night-dress!® and a borrowed
man’s coat screamed as she saw me and came running
madly.

“My baby! My baby!” she cried. The crowd cheered
wildly'! as she took the smoke-blackened bundle'* out
of my arms. I had some difficulty in recognizing her. She
was the Mayor’s wife, and I had saved her baby. I was
a hero! Q)

(About 300 words.)

QUESTICNS

¥

Give brief answers to the following questibns using
ONE COMPLETE sentence for each. Use your own
words as far as possible, but your answer must be based
only on the information in the piece.
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